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AD VERTISEMENT. 



This Pamphlet has laid in sheets for many weeks, 
as I have not had time to attend to it. . Many changes 
have since that period taken place. I have withheld 
publishing it for a considerable time, at the request of 
Thomas Thompson, Esq. ; but as continual, repeated, 
and most desperate charges are made against me, in 
sermons and in companies, by the Rev« Dr. Sttlbs, in 
his travels, who really seems almost hired for the 
purpose, I am compelled to bring forward the facts 
here thrown together. 

The work was written in much suffering, and ought 
to have been revised, but the facts are o^ real import- 
ance, and must be known. 



WHITEFIELD'S MOUNT, BLACKHEATH. 

The Wood Engraving in the Title represents a very picturesque 
spot on Blackheath, situate in an angle, formed by the juncture of 
the Great Dover Road with the road leading to Seven Oaks and 
Maidstone. On this mount, which is delightftiUy screened, by. the 
trees on its summit, from the rays of the sun, during the summer 
months, the Rev. George Whitefield used frequently to preach tp 
thousands of persons in the open air : it has, since that period, been 
selected as a suitable spot fin occasional preaching to Soldiers from 
Woolwich, and to aged Greenwich Penaoners, by the Author ^f this. 
Tract, who appears in the foreground of the Picture, conversing with 
one of those aged veterans who are fiequently seen, either walking in 
the more secluded parts of the Heath,^ or sitting down in the shade, to 
enjoy, in serenity and rest, that retirement, to which, aifter the perils 
and dangers of a life spent in the definiee of theur cavntry, they are so' 
justly endtled. 



BLACKHEATH. 



Haying, through indisposition, been again brought 
here by the providence of God, I cannot but reflect, with 
deep humiliation and unfeigned gratitude, on all the cir^ 
cumstances which have transpired since I was last a 
resident on the Heath from a similar cause. A few 
years have elapsed since then ; and Oh ! how much have I 
suffered, and how greatly have I been blessed within this 
period, t will embrace this opportunity of retracing 
those events ; and if I make allusion to societies and 
individuals, it is not from ill«will, but irom a necessity 
to 8tate the truth, — as I am fully persuaded the time 
is coming when particulars of this description will one 
day form portions of history respecting the seamen*i$ 
cause. I do it also that God may Ix&Ye all the glory of 
working by such instruments as he has, and producing 
circumstances so deserving of record. 

It pleased God early in life t6 visit me with a heavy 
affliction, which confined me to my house for many 
weeks, and which left behind such a general weakness 
of body, and such a determination of blood to the head, 
that I concluded, for some time, I should never wholly 
recover* Being in a convalescent state, and just able to 

? reach once on a Sabbath-day, I was advised to travel. 
, therefore, left my family and visited Falmouth* 
Here, having walked down to the quay and conversed 
with an American Captain, I was so much pleased With 
him, that I sent the crier round the town to sayil 
Ahould preach on the deck of his ship that eveniiig ; 
which I did, to a very crowded and attentive au^liftOi y^ 
along-side the quay. I was so exceedingly low-spirit^ 
that I could not bear to be in company, and was never 
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happy but when preaching. I now travelled wholly 
at my own expense, as I had none to help me. Although 
I was honorary secretary of the Bethel Union at tie 
time, yet such was the low state of that Society, and 
the general indolence that prevailed, that I knew it 
would be useless to apply to them, as they would have 
told me they did not send me on this coast expedition, 
and they had no funds to pay me. My state of mind 
was such, bordering, as I thought, upon eternity, that 
I could not bear the little rivalships of committees ; 
and as I considered my time would not be long on 
earth, I determined to act perfectly independent, and 
take all the responsibility of my proceedings on myself. 
I was going to Devonport. Here I had, some years 
before, first waited on every minister in the neighbour- 
hood, and begged they would form a Society for Sailors. 
They promised me they would ; but visitmg the port 
the next year, and finding nothing was done, I began 
preaching on the decks of ships for a fortnight, and laid 
the foundation of a general Society at Plymouth, by 
convening a large body of persons, at the request of a 
merchant, and raising a subscription for a Bethel Flag. 
The next year a Society was formed, and the year 
afterwards I was invited to spend a week in these 
towns and neighbourhood, at the Anniversary. I did 
so, and preached at Plymouth, Stonehouse, Devonport, 
and Tarpoint, and held large public meetings at Dart- 
mouth, Brixham, and Saltash. Three years had elapsed 
since then, and my warm-hearted fViend, Lieut. Green - 
way, had lefl Devonport ; I therefore concluded, now 
that I was going there again, and without being sent 
for, that if I wrote to the Committee, they might throw- 
in objections, and they might fear expense, and some 
of the ministers would not like my preaching in the 
open air, which I was determined on doing, — I con- 
cluded, therefore, I would go perfectly free ; I would 
do there all the good I could, avoid giving of!bnce, but 
follow steadily my own plan ; and as I could not bear to 
be in company, I would go to some quiet inn, and take 
lodgings for three weeks. I could eat scarcely any thing, — 
my drinking was exceedingly moderate, — breakfast and 
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tea would be my chief meals ; my dinner was chiefly 
a biscuit and water, and no suppers, — so that I did not 
suppose my expense would be very great. With these 
views I arrived in Devonport from Falmouth, scattering 
Tracts all the way. I took lodgings at the London Inn, 
Fore-street, and engaged the crier on Saturday to give 
notice for my Sabbath work. I suffered greatly from 
determination of blood to the head, and extreme low* 
ness of spirits; still I could not help preaching, I 
generally rose at 5 o'clock every morning, as it was 
summer, and spent two hours and a half walking about 
Mount Wise, or the surrounding country. I took 
paper and pencil with me, and wrote a great deal of my 
frame of mind ; and generally occupied an hour walking, 
weeping, and praying that the Lord would restore me, 
and again employ me in his delightful work. I always 
went out most melancholy, and generally returned 
tranquil. Having breakfasted alone, and read and 
prayed, I wrote again until eleven, and then went off 
every day with Sailor's Magazines to give away, and 
visit all the ships in ordinary, and in commission, con- 
versing with the warrant-officers, and minuting down 
what battles they had been in, what dangers they had 
passed, and what special blessings they had received. 
I kept up a constant correspondence also with Mr. 
Phillips, and sent him up weekly materials for the 
Magazine which I conducted. I preached three times 
ea^Ji Lord's day, and three times a week to many thou- 
sands of persons at Mutton Cove, North Corner, 
Stoke FieldSj Morrice Town, Stonehouse Quay, the 
Barbican, and the Quay of Plymouth. Thousands of 
blessings in spiritued things flowed round me on every 
side. The warrant-officers crowded to me continually, 
and manifested the kindest, most affectionate, and pious 
spirit. God indeed blessed my labours most abundantly. 
I had nearly 3000 persons at each of the two Sabbath- 
afternoons. A Lieutenant, who was secretary to the 
Seapaen's Society, was very kind, and engaged me to 
preach three sermons on its behalf, — on aSabbath-morn- 
mg, at the Independent Chapel, Windmill Hill ; in the 
afternoon, at the large Baptist Chapel, in the Square ; 



and in the evening, at Princes-street Chapel, the largest 
chapel, and supplied on the Tabernacle plan. The 
congregations were exceedingly numerous, and great 
good was done ; still, although I did this most disinter-* 
estedly, there were great murmurings in the Plymouth 
Committee that I had not consulted them, and that I 
should go on as I did. Alas ! I was working with eter-* 
nity, always ill, but always labouring. I visited shipa 
in a horrible state with females^ and then wrote six 
Tracts to promote the establishment of a Devonport 
Ark, and to call upon the public to demand the sup- 
pression of naval immorality by preventing the access 
of unmarried females to ships of war. The Christian 
Observer published extracts from my Tracts, and com- 
bated successfully against Admiral Sir Charles Penrose 
with those Tracts. I printed them all at my own ex- 
pense, and then requested the Committee to meet, that 
I might state all I had done, and why I had done so. 
They met accordingly. Admiral Brooking in the chair. 
After my statement, a very handsome vote of thanks 
was passed for me, and the Admiral personally ex- 
pressed his gratitude for my exertions on behalf of 
sailors and soldiers. All was spoilt however by the 
unkindness of some ministers, who condemned my 
proceedings and became greatly prejudiced against me. 
It has continued ever since. Martyn, a cook in ordi- 
nary, and several others were most friendly. A paper 
was printed stating my expenses: some few pounds 
were collected from private individuals, — and when I left 
Plymouth, the Lieutenant, of whom I have spoken, 
kindly engaged to see the balance paid, both with the 
Bookseller and the Innkeeper. I had paid both, as far 
as I was able. He expected the local Committee would 
have settled this, but they refused as I had not con- 
sulted them; and two years afterwards, passing through 
Devonport, I had to pay the balance to the Innkeeper ; 
and last January, being there again, I had to pay the 
Bookseller up to 2l, which remain still due. Such 
was the reward I met with fVom the Jiondon and the 
Plymouth Committee for my labours. I did indeed 
have thanks from the latter, but the former did not 



ieVeft yield that, t took the steam-packet and went to 
Portsmouth from Detonport. I lodged at an inn in 
Portsmouth, sent to some friends in London and Bath 
for money, and went on the same here. Every morn- 
ing walking out melancholy, weeping, afflicted, and 
praying, and every day going round to the ships in or- 
dinary and commission with my minute book and tracts. 
Here I preached to immense crowds of persons on 
Point Beach, at Bath-square, Sally-port, on Common, 
Hard, and at Gosport Beach, and at the Rev. Messrs. 
Mials and Mileham's Chapels. All the expenses of 
boat-hire every day, and of the inn, I had to bear 
myself. I left Portsmouth for London, and stated to 
the members of the Bethel Union Committee what I 
had done, but no one offered a word about payment of 
expenses, and no one has ever paid them to this day. 
It may easily, therefore, be seen what encouragement 
I had to work for the Bethel Union Committee. Of 
course they would plead they did not send me, as was 
pleaded when, some years since, thinking it would do 
our Society good, I went down to Knightsbridge, at the 
request of the Life Guards, several times to preach to 
soldiers. Bills were printed and circulated in the bar- 
racks, and I> find now, by the account of Mr. Hamblyn, 
their printer, that I have now all those bills to pay for 
out of my own pocket. Blessed, for ever blessed be 
my God, I have now a Society that takes all my 
labours, and, as a matter of course, pays all my expenses 
wherever I labour. I appeal to God and man, whether I 
did not need such a Society, and whether I was not 
compelled to form such a one. 

When I reached London, I went, as a matter of 
course, to my friend Mr. Phillips's, at Horsleydown. 
It is now for me to state, not from ill-will, or to provoke 
reprisals, but as an historical fact, in what state I found 
the only two Seamen's Societies for Religious Instruc- 
tion in London ; and this I shall do calmly, conscien- 
tiously, and faithfully. 

The Port of London Society was sunk as low as 
possible. After years of ftiiidess opposition to the 
Bethel Union, all energies had died away, and nothing 
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was known but a very slack attendance at the Floating 
Chapel, but not one single effort made to revive the 
work in any way ; so that we uniformly spoke in com- 
mittee and in our confidential circles of this Society^ 
not in a way of opposition or anger, but simply as a 
matter of fact, that it was dying a natural death. A4I 
indeed was a dead calm. I speak seriously, deliber- 
ately, advisedly, and sorrowfully to this fact. 

Our next business was as to the state of a Floating 
Church Society. Two years since, I had devoted two 
months to an investigation of the river with Lieut. 
Fabian, and drawn up a prospectus for a large Floating 
Chapel in the Upper Pool. Mr. Phillips, after many 
weeks of hard fighting with the Bethel Union com- 
mittee, had succeeded in having an independent com- 
mittee to manage it. An office was taken at 32y 
Sackville Street, and I had expended about 24L in 
expenses. Lieut. Gordon had met the committee, told 
them the Church would take it up, and Government 
would give a ship, advising them to suspend operations ; 
they did so, but Lieut. Gordon was obliged to go to 
Ireland, and Lord Melville to Scotland, and here the 
business died away, until I advised a deputation to 
Lord Bexley. I went with two Lieutenants to his 
lordship's mansion, at Footscray, but could learn nothing 
satisfactory. A year rolled on, the expenses still con- 
tinuing,— Lieut. Gordon returned, formed his committee, 
and took the expenses ; but Mr. Phillips having forgot 
to mention mine, I lost every farthing, besides three 
months* hard labour, and never received one penny to 
this day. Things remained in such a quiescent state 
when I now came to London, that nothing could be 
expected of work for Sailors from that quarter ; and 
with the exception of one public meeting, they have 
continued the same until the spring of the present year, 
when I rejoice to know that the work will now go on 
in connexion witli the Church of England. May it 
prosper most abundantly ! It is in excellent hands. 

Having looked at the state of things as they appeared 
thus far, on my arrival from Portsmouth, I now turned 
my attention to our own Society, the Bethel Union ; and 



here, alas ! I could see nothing hut listlessness, inac* 
tivity, timidity, and hitter jealousies. We had two 
prayer-meetings a week in the Upper, and two a week 
in the Lower Fool. Beyond this I know not of one 
single exertion that was making, excepting when Mr, 
Phillips wrote a letter to America, or picked up a 
sailor in the streets. We hoth complained and lamented 
in and out of the committee ; hut we saw no prospect 
whatever of a revival. There was a deht of a few 
hundreds which made them tremhle, and they would 
do nothing while that remained ; and here I feel it due 
to my character to meet the objection of Dr. Styles, 
which has been made so ill a use of against me by 
many persons since the last anniversary. I had pub- 
lished in my work of Injustice and Cruelty, that the 
Sailor's Magazine was originally my property— that it 
was violently taken from me, and that the committee 
owed me 100/. which they have never paid me. Dr. 
Styles, in his late speech at the London Tavern, gets 
over these things thus:— We have been charged with 
dishonesty, and that we owe the late conductor of the 
Sailor's Magazine some money. Now, although I 
know it is common with honest men to say yes or no 
in answer to charges, and to add, here are my books 
to prove it ; yet I shall adopt a much shorter way, for 
with our books. Ladies and Gentlemen in the London 
Tavern, you must have nothing to do ; but 111 settle 
the business without giving you any trouble. 

I, Dr. Styles, have examined the books, and take my 
word for it, all's right, and the late Editor's all wrong ; 
to be surej he's lost his salary, and I've got it, but then 
you know that's all in the way of business. Misfor- 
tunes will happen, and changes will take place, we 
can't help them in this imsettled world ; but as to 
owing the late Editor any thing, why he went away 
and left the Magazinie 500/.. in debt^-there now, that's 
enough — that settles the point— say no more — all's 
right—drive on. Dr. Styles may thus mount his mail, 
and cry out to the gentleman who holds the reins and 
to the public as he dashes off the stones ** All's right," 
and this may suit him as the guard of the coach ; but 
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there are others that doubt his word, and take the liberty 
of saying both to the guard and his coachman, and all 
his passengers, *^ Hold hard ! Pull up, Gentlemen ! 
you have been on a smuggling coast, and, as king's 
officer, I can't take your word that 'All's right;' I 
must examine every one of you." 

To begin then with the Doctor : — You, sir, hare writ- 
ten for many works, and for the Evangelical Magazine, 
and other periodicals, frequently, fbr which you were 
paid ; but what if Mr. Westley or any one else had said, 
Dottor, the work is in debt, we can't pay you for your 
literary labours,— would this satisfy Dr. otyles? would 
it keep the doors of Holland Chapel open ? What 
would the Doctor naturally say? "Why, sir, you had 
the benefit of my labours, you sold many copies of the 
work that brought an extensive trade to your shop, and 
if you claimed the copyright to yourself, what does it 
matter to me if the work is lOOO/. in debt? you agreed 
to pay me a certain sum for my labours ; that you have 
not done, and I have now a right to demand it of you, 
and I shall not forego that right by any sophism or 
idle excuses you may chuse to form." Such was the 
nature of my claim, — it was for work done. What was 
the debt to me ? But I will go a little farther, and 
examine this unfortunate strong-hold into which the 
committee have thrust Dr. Styles. How was this debt 
incurred ? I must remark here, that for some years the 
Magazine accounts were so neglected, that although I 
have again and again pressed the subject in the com- 
mittee, I never could know what was the real state of 
the accounts with the printer and the publisher, so that 
no one could tell what the debt was, but by a rough 
summary at the anniversaries. At length I got Lieut. 
Fabian to be Assistant-Secretary, and he brought 
them into some order ; but neither during his time nor 
long after his time, could I ever learn what was the 
real state of the Magazine accounts, although I pressed 
this upon Mr. Phillips repeatedly. 

Mr. Charles Allen at length took the books, and we 
learnt some things more specific from him. There was 
a debt, and I know it ; but what had that debt to do 
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with my salary for conducting the Magazine ? I will 
here explain how that debt was in a measure contracted. 
From the first, Mr. Phillips and myself were regularly 
in the habit of giving away copies of the Sailor's 
Magazine, where we thought they would be essentially 
useful. This plan we adopted, 1st. To do good gene- 
rally. 2d. To get the Magazine into circulation. 
3d, To communicate information. 4th. To induce 
more persons to pray for Sailors. 5th. To excite 
greater liberality and zeal for the cause. 6th. To stir up 
others to work for sailors. Thus we gave them to 
vessels going abroad — we sent them abroad— we gave 
them to Clergymen, Noblemen, Ministers, and Gentle- 
men, in all parts of London and the country. Mr. 
Phillips generally carried Magazines about with him 
every day, and when I was travelling he was always 
most zeatlous and attentive to get large parcels sent off 
to meet me wherever I went. This opened the way 
for many new Societies ; brought in hundreds of pounds 
that we never should have had otherwise, and did im- 
mense good throughout the kingdom and the world. 

Mr. Phillips and myself joined heart and hand in 
this work ; so that whenever a word was said in the 
committee about a debt on the Magazine, we imme- 
diately gave it as our opinion, that tne Magazine was 
the most essential means of promoting the objects and 
interests of the Society, and that the Magazine was the 
most honourable mode of expenditure we had ; that it 
was the reading of this Magazine that brought in 
almost all our fives, tens,* twenty, and thirty pounds 
from various parts monthly. The Magazine was our 
machine; its paper and letter-press were the. raw 
material ; the multiplied donations continually flowing 
in were the successful returns for our goods exported : — 
but to take all those returns and pocket them, and to 
pay for the raw material, but to say to the workmen in 
the manufactory that the machine is in debt, and 
therefore, although we have made thousands by your 
labour, we cannot pay for that labour, nor ought we, 
because the machme is in debt, — what a mode of 
arguing ! What must the public think of Dr. Styles's 

b3 
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logic, when he has an object to serve ? I am not 
saying this now with a view to get the money. No ; I 
have given it up as a bad debt, and I will apply for it 
no more. I should not have urged it upon Dr. Styles'^ 
committee at all that they owed me 100/. and more^ 
than one year's interest of that sum, if I had not been 
pressed by the Trustees of Mr. Westley, sen. of Sta- 
tioners' Court, for a bill of 117/. for books, that a 
bookseller had foolishly ordered on my account. Aa 
attorney threatened me, and I was near being arrested. 
I certainly did think I had a right to look for money 
of a public religious society, where it was due ; but a 
most respectable naval officer, dreading the conse- 
quences if I pressed the demand, offered me, to pay 
for Westley's bill, 50/. if I would not. This I could 
only accept as a loan, to be repaid this generous and 
noble-minded officer, whenever I am able. He ad- 
vanced the money, and a few weeks since Mr. Wake- 
field paid it to Mr. Westley*s attorney. I had reduced 
the demand down to about 70/., and for the other 20L 
I had more threats lately, so that I was obliged to 
write the present Messrs. Westley and Davis, begging 
them to press for delay, until I could spare the bsdance 
from my family. I feel this hard, while L know and 
can prove to any man that the Port of London Society 
owes me much money (I say, until I could examine 
their books or a friend for me, 100/.) and that they 
will not pay me one shilling : but I have done with re- 
pining about it, I yield it up, I must lose it. Mr* 
Thompson has disarmed all the warmth of my feelings ; 
I shall not contend about it any more ; they may keep 
it, although I cannot believe that God will bless them 
with it. Others may apply for it if they chuse, but I 
never shall ; and if ever it were paid, 50/. of the money 
would immediately be repaid to the worthy officer 
who advanced that sum to prevent the Port of London 
Society and ours coming into public contact. 

The ft*t.f(/om, the integrity^ and the policy of Dr. 
Styles*s public mode of getting rid of this difficulty at 
the City of London Tavern, will now be evident to alL 
I had resolved not to notice this, until so many friends^ 
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l)Oth in London and the country, said, " why, Dr. Styles 
says he has examined the books, and the Society owes 
you nothing, and that you left the Magazine 500/. 
in debt." 

I must write in the defensive, and I say now our 
Society at present owes a debt to this amount, on the 
New Magazine, but God forbid that we should make 
this an argument to deprive any family of their rights. 
Were any champion to offer his services to prove, 
on the platform of the City of London Tavern, that we 
would not pay an agent his salary because the Magazine 
owed 500/. we should reject him from our presence 
with horror. Blessed be God we have learnt, and no 
one shall prove to us the contrary, that honesty, after 
all, is the best policy. The Lord will provide. We 
are doing the work, and we have no fear but he will 
find ample means. We have no friend to whom we 
can apply to advance anything, but the Lord sends it 
from day to day, and sometimes even by ravens ; so 
that although we have immense demands every week, 
and not one week's allowance in store, yet we will not 
be guilty of mean dirty actions to keep a store. We 
will pay every one as we can, and the Lord will enable 
us to go through with honour and credit. We have 
lately paid a demand that we consider partially un- 
righteous, but we did it rather than quarrel and fight, 
and have the cause injured. ^' Why do ye not rather 
suffer wrong V This is our plan, and we shall see 
which will hold out longest with God and the public, — * 
the Port of London Society in withholding where it is 
obviously due, or the British and Foreign Seamen's 
Friend Society, in paying even more than is really due, 
rather than endure the rage and fury of a sort of 
madman who would greatly injure the cause. '* There 
is that withholdeth and it cometh to poverty." '* There 
is that scatter eth and yet increaseth." I have thus 
been led considerably wide from the thread of my 
narrative, but I shall now resume it, and look again to 
the state of things with the Bethel Union Society, when 
I arrived in London in the summer of 1825. 

I found that all the books and cash accounts had 
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fkllen into the hands of Mr. C. Allen, of Camberwell, 
and he had therefore a sort of chief management of 
the concern. He would have done very well as third 
or fourth, but as prime minister he was the most 
utterly incompetent of any man I ever knew. He had 
not an atom of enterprize about him. With the spirit 
of a miser and the iron grasp of a penurious governor', 
he dreaded every thing and spoiled every thing. He 
found many debts, he was anxious to get them paid ; this 
was all very well, but this made him oppose every 
step to enlarge the sphere of the Society, or to adopt 
the most suitable and efficient plans. 

In fact, to me, who wanted to rouse up the dormant 
energies of the Society, he became the greatest plague 
I ever had. Mr. Phillips he did not trouble so much ; 
there he could have a good dinner, a comfortable cup 
of tea, a refreshing supper, a cigar, and all the hospi- 
tality of a most hospitable family. This I saw would 
Sooner or later separate Mr. Phillips and me ; for 
although Mr. Phillips's hospitality was of the utmost 
importance to me, yet I determined not to hesitate for 
one moment between hospitality and duty. Mr. Allen 
had at his beck Mr. Brown, of South Ockenden, and 
Messrs. Norris, Clark, and others at Camberwell ; and 
I saw every day that it would be scarcely possible for 
man to resist the poison so many would pour into his 
ear. I was now Mr. Phillips's guest, but during the 
past winter our correspondence had been nearly quar- 
relsome. I felt righteously hurt, and am now at a 
" Mark" who deserted me, (God knows, though, I have 
long since forgiven him and prayed for him.) He 
upheld and defended that Mark — this produced a cool- 
ness ; and although when 1 came to London his house 
and his heart was still open to me, yet I soon saw that 
his countenance towards me was not as aforetime. I 
augured no good from Allen's firequent visits ; and by 
numerous hints I found the Camberwells were getting 
bolder and bolder in their attacks on the citadel of my 
friend Phillips, as they found he slackened his fire, and 
seemed rather inclined that eargate should be open to 
a parley as to what they had to say against his friend 
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Smiths Just at this time Allen made the best use he 
possibly could of that dreadful affair the Scilly 
Islands. ** Certainly it was a most shocking thing; the 
whole city rang of it, — go where you would you were 
sure to hear it. He had the highest respect for Mr. 
Smith, — but would it not be much better for him to 
retire from the Society ? Mr. John Clayton had al- 
ready refused his guinea on Mr. Smith's account, and 
things were really getting worse and worse. By and 
by diere would be no money to be had, and then what 
should we do with the debts ? for his part he should 
soon give up the books if something was not done 
shortly ; but it was evident to all that nothing would 
prosper while Mr. Smith was among them. Poor dear 
man, it was a pity ; he had done much good, but so it 
was, and he knew not how to help it." Here was the 
poison of the serpent ; and armed with this he could 
dine in one place, drink tea in another, and drop the 
venom as he went, leaving it to operate at committee 
meetings, and every other meeting for business. I 
suspected this, but knew it not to its full extent imtil 
the man threw off the disguise and appeared for months 
in his true character. In the meantime, I was every 
evening with Mr. Philhps, asking him questions, giving 
my opinion, and suggesting what I thought ought to be 
done. I constantly gave him cautions against the men 
I saw gathering round him; and frequently was so 
disgusted at their appearances of friendship, which I 
knew to be hollow and profitless, that I retired to 
rest when they appeared after the prayer-meetings, 
on a Tuesday or Friday night, in the Upper Pool. 
Circumstances soon proved to me that they were 
gaining ground in the mind of my friend Phillips, 
and that we must shortly separate. I loved him 
as a man of God, and a Christian, and a companion, 
above any man in the whole world ; I enjoyed his 
society, I could not be so happy or so com^rtable in 
any house in the kingdom. His amiable and affec- 
tionate wife and all his dear children did every thing 
they could to make me comfortable as a minister of 
God, and my tears and prayers in secret often implored 
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that God would reward them openly. Still I saw 
I was losing ground in the confidence of my friend 
Thomas Phillips, and that this must prove fataJ to our 
friendship. I had studied him thoroughly, I had 
looked him through, and I saw, with a thousand excel- 
lencies, a wavering unfixedness of mind, — a propensity 
of late to listen to sly insinuations without being on 
his guard ; and I knew that if once he became preju- 
diced, in spite of himself it would appear either in a 
careless kind of friendship, a gloomy state of utter 
indifference, or a sullen braving of a tempest, from 
whence would quietly issue a withering blast, east, west, 
north and south, but without any peaJ of thunder, and 
that no one would be more surprised than himself at 
the effects this momentary flash had produced. I 
have now proofs of that at North Yarmouth, Great 
Missenden, Stockport, and Manchester. 

Aware of these spots in the bright sun of my friend's 
hemisphere, I began to prepare for the worst, and 
therefore became more cautious and reserved, and 
careful ; yet, at the same time, determining to act with 
him in that blessed work unto which God had evidently 
called us, so long as I could. We always agreed in 
lamenting the general apathy of the committee, and 
making remarks for its revival. During all this time, 
r was exceedingly ill with the most violent determi- 
nation of blood to the head. I was obliged to have 
my meals apart from the family, and be as much alone 
as possible. Every care and attention and kindness 
were shewed me in this excellent family, but the heat 
became so excessive that I could stay in London no 
longer. I was obliged to come down here to Black- 
heath and take lodgings, where I might be more re- 
tired, and enjoy a cooler atmosphere. I shaU ever 
esteem it a most kind and gracious direction of the 
Lord Almighty that I came to this healthful spot. I 
had been much used to the elevated mountains of 
Cornwall, and the air of Blackheath I found most 
salubrious and agreeable ; but what chiefly delighted 
my soul was, that here I could walk out before break- 
fast in a variety of directions, and while my feverisb 
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frame received the cool and refreshing breezes of six 
A. M., and my distracted and aching head found momen- 
tary relief by the walk, my mind was tranquillized, 
and my soul was every day poured out before God» 
like him who arose and went out a great while before 
it was day, and often went into and upon a mountain 
to pray. Yes, I look back with humble gratitude 
and sacred pleasure that there is scarcely a part of 
Blackheath or its vicinity, Lewisham, or Greenwich 
Park, but has been bedewed by my tears, and the 
witness of my secret prayers. I have too many inter- 
esting local recollections in this neighbourhood to allow 
me ever to forget the forbearance, the goodness, the 
mercy, and the grace of God to a poor wretched sinner 
like me. 

My dear pious mother had a brother resident in 
Greenwich all the latter years of his life. He also 
became a most pious, exemplary and devoted man of 
God, and a member of a Christian Church. At his 
house my beloved and pious father spent several weeks 
during each of his declining years. Here my dear 
mother would often join him from London. Oh ! they 
took sweet counsel together, and went to the house of 
the Lord in company. My dear mother and her br^r 
ther had been brought up in a heathenish state at their 
father's, who kept an inn in Knottingly, Yorkshire. 
My father had been brought up in a simdar manner in 
the city of York. Those three had been for thirty 
years the subjects of divine grace in London. They 
had large families, — those families had been most fat^d 
to their peace and happiness, nor had they ever been 
permitted to see one child brought to God as the fruit 
of their prayers ; on the contrary,, all were most violent, 
rebellious, and daring. 

On these subjects they wept, and mourned, and 
prayed, but found sweet consolation in the thought that 
they were fast approaching the close of their wearisome 
pilgrimage, and should soon enter that rest which 
remained in E[eaven for them, as the purchase of the 
Redeemer's blood. Of their joys I knew nothing, but 
this relationship often drew my steps hither ; my visits 
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to this neighbourhood as a thoughtless, wandering, 
dissipated youth have left behind those recollections 
under which I desire ever to be humbled, and to ex- 

Sress my unfeigned sense of divine mercy, and declare 
y the grace of God I am what I am. 
Never coidd my pious and excellent uncle have 
supposed that a wandering, guilty, worthless child of 
his beloved sister Anna, would at last be rescued from 
the paths of the destroyer, and brought through bound- 
less mercy to *' preach the truth he once destroyed." 
Even while! I write I cast my eyes around from this 
eminence, and say, I look at the river, and the Thames 
is what it was in the days of my childhood and folly ; 
I look at Greenwich, and see its Church, its College, 
and its Park still the same ; I look to the Isle of Dogs, 
to BlackwaU, to Woolwich, and to Blackheath, and all 
wear the same appearance as in my days of sin and 
guilt ; but I look to myself, and with deep humiliation 
of soul would say, ** I thank Christ Jesus our Lord, 
who hath enabled me for that he counted me faithful, 
putting me into the ministry, who was before a blas- 
phemer, and a persecutor, and injurious ; but I obtain- 
ed mercy: I did it ignorantly in unbelief; and the 
grace of God was exceeding abundant, with faith and 
love which is in Christ Jesus." O yes ! surely I ought 
to proclaim in every part of Greenwich and Black- 
heath, that " This is a faithful saying, and worthy of 
all acceptation, that Christ Jesus came into the world 
to save sinners, of whom I am chief." For what cause 
I obtained mercy beyond the mere salvation of my 
own soul was for some time to me a mystery ; but 
now — O I now I learn daily that I was not to eat my 
morsel alone — that I was to be useful in the kingdom 
of my adorable and blessed Lord and Saviour Jesus 
Christ. Blessed be God I can now say with Paul, 
" Howbeit for this cause / obtained mercy, that in me 
first Jesus Christ might shew forth all long-sufferings, 
for a pattern unto them which should hereafter believe 
on him to life everlasting." 

Never, I suppose, in all the conversations of my 
beloved and pious relatives in this neighbourhood — 
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never could it have entered their minds that so near 
a relative should for many years sonnd the gospel 
trumpet in the streets of Deptford, in the vicinity of 
Greenwich College, and upon Whitefield*s Mount at 
Blackheath : but eternal thanks to my Saviour, '^ when 
it pleased God who separated me from my mother's 
womb, and called me by his grace, to reveal his Son in 
me, that I might preach him among the heathen ;" and 
especially among sailors and soldiers. ** Immediately 
I conferred not with flesh and blood," but went forth 
in the name of the Lord, 

" Pointing the wsy tlmt Uads to God, 
Salvation through a Saviour's hlood.*' 

And when the Churches of Christ heard it, *' they 
glorified God in me." It is my unspeakable mercy 
to say, that " having obtained help of God, I continue 
to this day witnessing both to small and great," afloat 
and ashore, in the Navy and the Army, and " sa3dng 
none other things than those which the prophets and 
Moses did say should come ; that Christ should suffer, 
and that he should be the first that should rise from 
the dead, and should shew light imto the people and 
to the Gentiles." Thus I laboured in public ; but in 
private, excepting when writing or reading, I wandered 
about heavily depressed, and sorrowing alike from 
affliction of body and languor of mind. Prayer, how- 
ever, was kept alive in my soul, — I have spent hours 
alone in prayer over this Heath. I prayed to be deli- 
vered from my affliction, and again permitted to go 
forth among thousands of sailors, and proclaim that 
there was salvation in none other save in the Lord 
Jesus Christ. At times I entertained many doubts 
whether I should ever be able again to come forth in the 
energetic, active, and animated way I had done to ad- 
vance Messiah's glory among perishing sinners. I 
knew not then what the designs of the Lord were con- 
cerning me. I began to suspect my work was nearly 
done ; still there was always a secret impression, after 
fits of depression, that the Lord had more work for me. 
still, and that I should yet be brought out with health 
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ifcnd vigour to promote it. "Jesus Christ said to Peter, 
What I do, thou knowest not now, but thou shalt know 
hereafter." Thus it has been with me ; my God knew 
the way I took of faith and prayer, and when he tried 
me it was that I might come forth as gold. Little did 
I think he was now preparing the way for my removal 
from Penzance; my entirely devoting myself to the 
cause of Christ among sailors and soldiers, and for a 
large metropolitan station, and the most extensive and 
widely-extended usefulness and of saving many souls 
alive, as it is this day. The means to accomplish these 
things were to be by the coolness and indifference of my 
friend Mr. Phillips ; the folly and madness of our sim- 
ple colleague, Mr. Charles Allen, and the penurious 
covetous disposition of the Committee of the Bethel 
Union, with their general indifference to the cause ; I 
see now if things had been otherwise, then I never could 
have done what I have done, nor have been placed in 
the circumstances I now am, through the exceeding 
riches of Divine grace. Shall there be an evil in the 
city, and the Lord hath not done it ? He makes use of 
men and circumstances as his sword and his rod ; but 
all are under his immediate influence. 

'* Lord, I am thine, and thou wilt prove 
My faith, my patience, and my love ; 
When men of spite ag&dnst me join, 
They are the sword, tlie hand is thine." 

I record it with thankfulness to my God and Father, 
that during all this time I never ceased preaching Christ 
to perishing sinners, and God never ceased blessing 
me. I preached regularly three times every Lord's- 
day, and about three times a week, ill as I was. Every 
Saturday evening I went to town, and slept at Mr. 
Phillips's. He awoke me every Sunday morning, and 
as he had done for nearly ten years, so he accompanied 
me now constantly to Smithfield, or the place where I 
was going to preach* at seven o'clock on the Lord's- 
day mornings. I well remember the first morning I 
was there this summer. I preached to about 150O 
persons, and told them how ill I had been — how ex- 
ceedingly indisposed I still felt myself, — and I then 
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earnestly entreated their prayers to God for me. I 
believe they did pray, for I felt myself very gradually 
recovering every Sahbath. It is rather singular that 
af\;er two of the severest afflictions I ever had, God 
should have made me the most singularly useful. 
The first was in Cornwall, and as I began to recover, I 
went to lodge in Bristol, at the request of one friend, 
who kindly provided for my board and lodging, through 
the endeavours of another, during the whole time I 
was in the city. Here as I became able to walk about, 
a good man of Clifton Hotwells pointed out to me, 
during a walk, the deplorable state of the people there, 
and the many ships that stop there in Cumberland- 
basin. This so deeply impressed my mind, that I in- 
stantly went to work to provide a Floating Chapel. I 
published a few tracts, purchased a ship for 200/. ; 
collected half that sum from door to door, and then 
received 100/. from Mr. Weare, of Aston, near Bristol. 
She was then placed in Dock, and fitted up at an ex- 
pense of about 900/. I attended to prepare her for 
being opened. She is now, as the Clifton Ark, a meana 
of doing great good to hundreds. A minister, the 
Rev. Mr. L — of the Mission College, lately told us in 
public, that he was led on board that vessel an enemy 
to God ; he then became a servant of the Lord Jesus, 
and went out preaching in the villages. He is now in 
the College traimng up for a missionary to distant lands. 
Many souls have thus been brought to God by the 
Clifton Ark. I began and carried on the work amidst 
the most tremendous opposition ; but God has so abim- 
dantly blessed it, that enemies have now become silent. 
Thus in the close of my affliction, when at Blackheath, 
it pleased God to make me the honoured instrument of 
obtaining the Mariners' Church, in London, and es- 
tablishing the Society to which I now belong. The 
occasion of this I shall now endeavour fairly and 
honourably to state ; fully aware of this, that I have those 
persons watching me so much for evil, as would leap 
for joy if they could find out a nail in my writings on 
which they might hang all the weight of censure and 
condemnation : I know the men, and endeavour to guard 
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Against them, t have already stated what was ttie 
condition of the Bethel Union Committee, and I now 
remark, that while Mr. Phillips was so closely hesieged 
by Allen, Brown, and the Camberwell men, I was 
equally pressing with him on the subject of the general 
uselessness of the Committee and the inutility of the 
Society. On this subject he was always ready to listen, 
because he had so long and so deeply regretted it him- 
self. I determined to keep Wednesday night clear, so 
as to attend the Committee every week. I did so until 
we were both completely wearied out. Sometimes I 
have gone with Mr. Phillips when there were not mem- 
bers enough to form a quorum ; and, consequently, no 
business was done, but in taking a cup of tea and gos- 
sipping. At other times the remarks have really been 
so idle and worthless, that Mr. Phillips and myself have 
a thousand times said, Really, gentlemen, if you have no 
other business than this, our attendance is useless : 
we might have employed our time elsewhere in a much 
more profitable way." I have left' the Committee-room 
with Mr. Phillips, repeatedly asking him of what use it 
could be for both of us to lose our time, and have all 
our trouble. He always accompanied me to the Green- 
wich coach at Oracechurch-street, when I left him to 
go home and frequently to meet with Allen and others, 
who tried to persuade him that all this apathy and in- 
difference was on my account, and that no good could 
arise to the Society while / belonged to it. Sometimes 
I went to Messrs. Cheesewright, Parks, and Perkins, 
members of the Committee, and living at Kingsland 
and Hoxton; but it was continually rung in my ears 
that they were such fools it was useless my going 
among them. At length I determined to try and move 
the Committee. We had long listened to the complaints 
of some Greenwich pensioners, and had promised to 
get them a place of worship, — nothing however had been 
done ; but being now in the neighbourhood, and preach- 
ing regularly once a week in the open air, either at 
Greenwich, Blackheath, or Deptford, I had many op- 
portunities of hearing the wishes of the people ; and 
as there were nearly 3000 poor old men-of-war's men 



91 

in Greenwich Gollegei I took a great deal of trouble 
about a piece of ground, near the Creek Bridge, and 
four persons in Greenwich promiied to take shares 
of 5L each. Another friend promised to give 10/. 
Mr. Thompson promised to lend 10/. Henry Ashly, 
Esq. offered to do the same, and I proposed it to the 
Committee of the Bethel Union, that a beginning should 
be made under their patronage ; I stated all the advan- 
tages of it, and as it was notorious that the Port of London 
Society was so fast declining, that the Floating Chapel 
must sopn be for sale, and we in the Bethel Union well 
knew we had only two prayer-meetings in the Upper 
and two in the Lower Pool a week, so that the crying 
of every body in the country was " What are you doing 
in London ? tell us what you are about, what you want 
with money, — what work are you doing to need it?" 
this would be one fair and honourable and most praise* 
worthy source of expenditure that we might teU to all 
the world ; — " We are providing the Gospel most freely 
and constantly for the aged grey-headed sailors, who 
are perishing by hundreds in Greenwich Hospital." 
God knows I did my utmost to secure this object, but 
the Committee at Aldermanbury rejected it. Allen 
marshalled his troops, and although I got two who 
promised on the Committee they would take 51, shares, 
yet the rest reasoned against it, and opposed me so 
much that I was obliged to give it up ; and thus the 
business remains until this day. Upon another occa? 
sion, when I sketched out a plan of greater useftilness 
and laid it before the Committee, AQen of course ob^ 
jected to it, if it would cost any thing ; but I well re- 
member a remark of one who reasoned hard against it. 
I have thought of it a thousand times since, and have 
told him of it. " Mr. Smith was so ftiU of energy and 
zeal that he proposed more in a week than could be 
accomplished in a year ; for my part, I see him take 
such giant strides in his race, that it is impossible for 
me or the Committee to pretend to keep up with him. 
My advice is, go on as you are and pay your debts.'* 
"Yes, yes," echoed Allen, " we are finelv in debt, let 
us do nothing until we are out of debt ; and nothing 
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was done — nothing would ever have been done, hu- 
manly speaking, if some one had not stirred in the 
business. I saw the Seamen's canoe was really at the 
brink of ruin. Allen now became a little more active, 
and came up to town every day ; I had got Edwards 
re-chosen as Assistant Secretary, and I had some hopes, 
but they soon died away, and I was at a loss what 
to do. 

In the spring of this year I had devoted my mind 
greatly to a plan for the shore, and I will now transcribe 
that plan from the Sailor's Magazine where I had pub^ 
lished it. 

Marine Chapel o|f Shoee. — ^The vicinity of Tower-Hill 
has been mentioned as an eli^ble and suitable situation for a 
Mariners* Chapel on the land. This is meant to include any 
spot that may be obtained between the London Dock gates and 
the higher end of Wellclose Square, northward ; and stretching 
on to the west by East-Smithiieldy the Royal Mint, the southern 
end of the Minories, to Postern Row, and Trinity Square. 
From the dock gates, through East-Smithfield, to the^end of 
Rosemary Lane, and Postern Row, would be a preferatile part . 
There are reasons which carry considerable weight with them 
to induce a selection of this nature. 

A Faithful Ministry. — First, The destitute state of the 
ffeighhowl^od as to a faithful ministfy of the gospel, I shal I say 
nothing of the mass of people living between Nightingale Lane 
and Tower Hill, as they must all remove if the new docks are 
formed, alUiough it might be observed that the numbers of in-» 
habitants there is about 10,000, without a single church in the 
whole district. St. Catherine's Church is surrounded on every 
hand by the most infamous brothels, and the most openly pfx>- 
fane and obscene prostitutes and thieves. In St^ Catharine*! 
Lane, Sun Court, Nightingale Lane, and some other coarts, 
hundreds of thousands of sailors have been, during the lastcenr> 
tury, decoyed, plundered, diseased, and ruined. A small house 
was rented about four years since at the end of Pillory Lanet 
by the North East London Auxiliary Bethel Union, and here 
they have their poor Sea-Boys' Day School, and occasional 
preaching. They have done what they could, and it b to their 
eternal honour that they are the only people in London wbo 
have done any thing for many years to teach Christianity in this 
horrid sink of iniquity. If we cast an eye through the foUo^w- 
ing streets in this neighbourhood, their destitute condition w^ill 
sufficiently appear. — From the dock gates^ let us ascend up 
Well Street, and taking East-Smithfield on the one hand, and 
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Eosemaiy Lane on the other, advancing towarda Tower Hill, 
what a dense mass of the most filthy, ignorant, and abandoned 
sinnera are to be found here, including Saltpetre Bank, White's 
Yard, Blue Anchor Yard, Church Yard, &c. &c. &c. 1 A great 
part of this neighbourhood is inhabited by an aquatic popula- 
latioD, whose business lies among sailors and shiivping. Here 
are also many families of watermen belonging to Tower Stairs, 
Iron-Gate Siairs, and St. Catharine's Stairs. In this district 
there is not one place of worship of any kind ; and I believe the 
nearest places where the gospel is preached tare two meeting- 
houses of the Independents in Pell Street, to the east, which 
have their regular congregations from various parts of London. 
There is one little meetiug-house in a corner of Prescot Street, 
to the north, attended by Baptists, few of whom hare the slight- 
est connexion with the neighbourhood. Still farther north- 
waM, are two meetings in Ayliffe Street, and to the north-east ia 
another in Leman Street. All these, however, are wholly uncon- 
nected with the district we are surveying, and although one or 
two families out of this district may attend them, yet they are 
formed for their own district Independent or Baptist congrega- 
tions, and pewed out to receive them. 

The Tower Liberty. — Passing on from the end of Rose- 
mary Lane, up the Minories, to John Street, we advance 
through this street to Crutched Friars, at the back of .the Tri- 
nity House ; and lookine from John Street to the Tower, with 
the Minories on the one hand, and Seething Lane on the other, 
we perceive no place of usorthip of any kind, notwithstanding 
this district includes America Square, the Crescent, the Circus, 
part of the Minories, Sparrow Comer, King Street, Little 
Tower Hill, Postern Row, Trinity Square, Cooper's Row, Sa- 
vage Garden;, Crutched Friars, and St. Catharine's Court. 

The nearest chapel to this district appears to be a small one 
at the head of Jewry Street. A Gentleman residing in Trinity 
Square, and who has lived many years near that spot, has re- 
peatedly expressed a wish that there was some chapel near 
Postern Row where the gospel was faithfully preached to 
Seamen and all the neighbourhood, who are more or (ess oon- 
nected with Seamen, or Rivermen, or Pfuskets. He has ahR> 
observed, that the immediate vicinity of Tower Hill being 
extra parochial, or what is termed the Tower Hamlet, there if 
no pariah churchy the chapel within the Tower being considered 
sufficient ; but the Tower is now peopled with a very dente 
population itself, so that no Episcopal provision is made for 
the Hamlet without the walls. It has also been said that, if 
a Sea Tabernacle on a liberal plan were established in this 
vicinity, there is no doubt but many of the inhabitants would 
be glad to rent pews and attend the ministry. 
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Custom - HovsB ' Dxstbict. — PuTsuing our oourse from 
Crutcbed Friars through Fenchnrcfa Street, down Gracechurch 
Street, passing Little East Cheap, and descending Fish Street 
Hill, yre. come to Thames Street,^ — and ask* <Is there one 
place immediately in this line where the gospel of Christ is 
preached by Independent, Methodist, or Baptist?' 1 ! Proceed- 
ing on through Lower Thames Street we pass Pudding Lane, 
Botolph Lane, and Love Lane, with their intermediate courts ; 
and at the head of the last lane we find one solitary Indepen- 
dent Meeting-house, built over large warehouses, and where no 
stranger would suppose there could be a chapel : — it is called 
the Weigb-house, where the Rey. John Clayton, sen. preaches 
twice on a Sabbath. Here, also, is a distinct congregation 
from various parts of London, and but very few persons 
belonging to the neighbourhood. Some, indeed, of the con- 
gregation live round about London in the villages. With this 
tingU eMcqftiotiy then, we advance through Tower Street, with 
R(K>d Lane, Mincing Lane, Mark Lane, and Seething Lane, 
on the left hand, or if we ascend towards the Tower, from 
the foot of Fish-Street Hill, we pass Darkhouse Lane, 
Billingsgate, St. Mary-at-Hill, Cross Street, Idol Lane, St. 
Dunstan^s Hill, Harp Lane^ Lant Lane, and Beer Lane, with 
the whole of Lower Thames Street, until we come out upon 
the line of houses called Great Tower Hill, and there is not 
one place where the people are taught the way of salvation 
according to what all men of Evangelical principles consider 
to be the gospel. There are in this latter district some churches; 
but it is in vain to dissemble, — people in London well know, 
that, in whatever church Christ is exalted as the friend of 
sinners, the place is crowded with listening and attentive 
auditories ; but let any person walk round this district, and 
«ee whether he can discover two churches blessed with an 
Evangelical ministry I 

Having thus rapidly surveyed the vicinity of Tower Hill 
from, the London Dock Gates through the Minories to Fish 
Street Hill, and having ascertained that the greater part of the 
dense population is attached by occupation or profession to 
the River or to shipping, and having proved the lamentable 
and alarming deficiency of a gospel ministry in this Ticinity, 
and considering its well-known popularity for seamen , may 
not a Christian mind ask — ' Is there a part of London that 
more needtj or it better adapted fory a lar^e National Mariners 
Tabernacle than the vicinity of Toioer Hill V 

Take the lowest computation, and omitting St. CathaiineV 
the inhabitants of this immediate vicinity cannot be less than 
thirty thousand able to hear the gospel if it were preached t< 
them ; but how shall they hear without a preacher ? and shall 
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they preach except they be sent ? as it is written, " How beau- 
tiful are the feet of them that preach the gospel of peace and 
bring glad tidings of good things 1*' 

The Line of March. — Secondly, Another argument may 
be gathered from the immensely crowded thoroughfare of East- 
Sniithfield and Tower Hill, I1iis is the great public way of 
entrance into the city of London, and the nearest road to enter 
Southwark or Surrey by any of the bridges, to all the inhabit- 
ants of those crowded nautical districts of St. George's in the 
East, RatclifTe Highway, Wapping, Shadwell, and parts of 
Limehouse. Persons from almost all parts of London also 
pass this way, who proceed to either of those places on the 
Sabbath, and have ousiness in such parts during the week. 
The Com Market in Mark Lane, and the new Custom House 
in Thames Street, with the neighbourhood of the Post Office, 
the fiank, and the Exchange, make this part as great a 
thoroughfare as any in the metropolis. The appearance, there- 
fore, of a Mariners' Tabernacle in the line of this astonishing 
ebb and flood tide of aquatic population, would give a degree 
of notoriety to this most useful establishment, that must in all 
probability ensure a general attendance of all classes from the 
river and the sea, particularly as the summit of the chapel 
would be crowned with a large and very conspicuous Bethel 
Union Flag. 

The Sailors' Rendezvous. — Thirdly, The vicinity of 
Tower Hill is the long-accustomed rendezvous of sailors from all 
parts of the world. This is a fact so completely established, 
(hat his Majesty's government have for many years moored a 
sloop-of-war, or a frigate, immediately abreast of the Tower as 
the general receiving ship for all men who enter, or who are 
impressed into the naval service, from whence they are con- 
veyed in a King's cutter to such ports as have ships-of-war in 
want of hands. 

Connected with this ship has also for many years been a 
place of rendezvous at a public-house by Little Tower Hill, and 
close to the end of East Smithfield. From the window of this 
house is (all day long) an English flag exhibited, inviting all 
sailors that pass to come and enter for the navy. A naval 
officer lodges here, who is out upon the Hill every day to meet 
sailors and invite them for his Majesty's service. Two other 
officers of the navy are joined with him, whose stations of 
perambulation for sailors is the neighbourhood of East Smith- 
field and Ratclifle Highway. Each of those officers are borne 
on the books of the receiving ship, and send all the men who 
enter on board of her. 

During the war this rendezvous was the chief resort of the 
metropolitan press-gang. More than 2000 sailors have been 

c 
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picked up \vithin three months (during the Peace) near Tower 
biiif by the invitation and persuasion of the officers stationed 
there. His Majesty's government having under the very best 
advice fixed upon this spot for their rendezvous to entice sea- 
men, and .having found it to answer all their purposes for so 
many years, surely this is enough to convince any person that 
near this place is the most suitable for a Seaman's Land Chapel. 
A NEW Navy manned. — This would be the great rendcz" 
vouso( the lost and the guilty, where the officers of the Captain 
of Salvation may under his orders invite, persuade, and 
ii^press, those poor wretched wanderers who pass by^ and 
graciously compel them to enter the receiving skip of his 
chtttQh universal, from whence they may be arqfted to the 
several cruizers in the glorious service of His Celestial Ma- 
jesty, and in which, according to telegraphic orders, they may 
<f war a good warfare'' against the Lord's enemies and theirs.* 
Thus fighting and opposing the world, the flesh, and the 
devil, as a combined and traitorous fleet, they will doubtless, 
through Jesus, come ofi* more than conquerors ; until, having 
scoured the seas and gained the universal empire of the ocean 
for Christ their Lord, they shall join the triumphant fleet 
composed of the ** many sons" whom the King of Kings in 
that day will conduct to everlasting glory. 

" With them number'd may I be !" 

Sba-port Dangers. — Fourthfy. The fatal attractions of 
this vieirUty, which give an awful popularity among all clatsee of 
Seamen, It is well known that every sea-port has its particular 
neighbourhood, which is crowded to excess vnih public-houses, 
pawnbrokers' shops, brothelt, and prostitutes, of the lowest, 
most infamous, and hardened description. This neighbour- 
hood is thoroughly known among sailors in every ship that 
ploughs the ocean. They hear others talk of it, boast of their 
exploits in it, and recommend it as the very mart of enjoy- 
ment, where every vicious gratification may be enjoyed in the 
highest perfection, and where all the guilty and depraved pas- 
sions of our fallen nature may be indulged in the most open 
profligacy. The inhabitants of this neighbourhood are in 
general persons of the worst characters themselves; or if 
somewhat more moral, still they live by the gross vices of their 
neighbours; or they are so much accustomed by night and 

* Thtt chief officer in command of thb establishment afloat and on 
shore is called the "regulating captain/' because all pressed sad en> 
tered men most pass his inspection, and obey his direcdons. Oh that 
the church of God may have a land rendezvous for Sailors near 
Tower Hill, under the command of Christ, the great regulating Cap^ 
tain of all the celestial ship's company in heaven, earth, and sea l 
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by day to every act of unrestricted viee, that it becomes a 
matter of coarse, and they take no potice of it. These in- 
ducements are too powerful to be resisted by sailors, "who 
frequently love to indulge in the most licentious discourse, 
and encourage the most polluted imaginations at sea. Hence 
their minds are continually pondering over the happiness they 
shall enjoy in giving full swing to their passions the moment 
they reach a sea-port^ where their first concern is to hasten to 
their favourite haunts of vice, and, after the restraints of long 
voyages, take their fill of congenial pleasures. 

Such a neighbourlu>od for sailors is the vicinity of Tower 
HilU There are indeed other places where they can resort 
and find the aboundings of vice; such as Tooley-street,* 
Rotherhithe, Deptford, Blackwall, Poplar, Limefaouse, and 
Shadwell ; but the court-yards and lanes near the dock gates, 
£ast Smithfield, and Tower Hill, form the great m^trqpolis of 
zna^ne rice. Here, therefore, not only the discharged crews 
from the London Docks herd, but every Sabbathniay and week 
eyening these haunts are thronged with sailors who have left 
work, and for many days with seamen from all parts of the 
River, so long as their money will hold out. 

Murder of the Mars. — To enter into a detail of the 
scenes, the robberies, the diseases, and the murders, which 
hare transpired here, would be too indelicate and too horrible 
for any periodical work ; suffice it to say, that the moniter who 
murdered the Mars not far from this spot^ and the Williamsons 
in an adjacent lane, (events that filled all the kingdom with 
indescribable horror,) was a sailor, who had been trained up 
in this neighbourhood, and who afterwards murdered himstm 
to escape the vengeance of the law. His vices burst forth upon 
the community in the neighbourhood where they had been 
carefully nourished. The vices of other seamen have b^n taken 
to various sea-ports in the United Kingdom, or to foreign ports, 
where they have since perished by thousands. Not a day 
passes but a gr<eat number of wretched and remorseless females 
are to be seen in droves, without bonnets, parading Tower Hill 
in search of their prey ; and every night, either in person or by 
the agency of others well acquainted wiUi the technical phrases 
and manners of sailors, they are active in alluiing them to their 
dens. The Nor^-£ast London Bethel Union^ at the risk of 

* Since the establishment and constant attention of Bethel Meetings 
near this street, the votaries of vice are greatly diminished, of which 
Black- Lion court is a remarkable proof. A few years back it was 
full of brothels, and no sailor could pass the end of it in safety, — he 
wajs almost sure to be dragged into some den ; but now scarcely a 
prostitute is- to be teen in it or near it. — This is an unspeakable tri- 
wnph to morality and religion. 
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their lives, last year visited these courts, and distributed Reli- 
gious Tracts, and a minister preached to attentive crowds for 
8ix weeks in the open air, on Little Tower Hill. Good bas 
been done by these means, but it is here that a temple to the 
Lord of Hosts should be erected, into which the crowd of ma- 
ritime wanderers might be drawn by *' the cords of Christian 
love and the bands of a man/' It was probably considerations 
of this kind that induced those great and good men, the Rev. 
Messrs. Whitefield, Wesley, Wills, and others, to fix upon this 
vast thoroughfare as the scene of their early and most efficient 
labours, when they raised the standard of the cross under the 
canopy of heaven, and proclaimed the glad tidings of salvation 
to perishing thousands. Indeed their preaching on this hill 
ana the adjacent spot of MoorBelds laid the foundation of 
those noble monuments to their zeal, the City Road Chapel and 
the Tabernacle ; and gave rise to that glorious spirit of Me- 
thodism and Dissenting energy which has since filled the world 
with fruits in abundance. 

The St. Catharine's Docks. — An objection may possibly 
be urged, that if the bill in progress through parliament for the 
St. Catharine's Docks should be carried, that parish must dis- 
gorge its polluted hosts, and therefore the fatal attractions of 
this neighbourhood to the sailor will be lost. Granting that 
such a bill should pass, yet the almost certain result will be, 
that other courts and lanes between East Smithfield and Rose- 
mary Lane will be thronged with brothels; as the guilty popu- 
larity of this neighbourhood affords too strong an inducement 
to the promoters of vice not to continue as near to it as possi- 
ble ; and more especially as sailors from abroad will still flock 
to it, and the gates of the London Docks and the new docks 
will still continue to pour forth discharged crews every week, 
or require new crews to enter them for the shipping fitting out 
and bound to distant lands. Here, therefore, maritime shops 
and maritime sharks will still herd to prey upon sailors. 

The Royalty Theatre. — Fifthly, One of the lowest me- 
tropolitan playkouseSf where evert/ thing is performed that can 
adapt itself to the sailor's habits, invites the guilty crowd to this 
vicinity. The world's Trinity is the lust of the jiesh, the lust 
of the eyes, and the pride of life. Hence the poor unregenerate 
sailor has no other enjoyments than what are connected with 
a public-house, a brothel, and a playhouse ; and the nearer they 
all stand together, the more welcome is that neighbourhood to 
his heart, and the more firm is his decision to abide there 
until his money is all spent. Publicans, crimps, and prosti- 
tutes, well know the mcalculable advantages of a suitable 
theatre adjacent to their haunts, and consider it as the most 
able auxiliary they can possibly have to aid them and their 
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emissaries in fleeciDg the sailor of all bis hard-earned store. 
There is a fascinating power in a low theatre to sailors that 
they cannot resist ; indeed it is almost one of the first places 
they are anxious to enter the moment they set their feet on 
shore. The more such a place is suited to their phraseology 
and to their sphere of life, the more agreeable it becomes. 
The Royal Theatre is near Wellclose-square, and conse- 
quently close to East Smithfield and Tower Hill; it is 
notorious as a place chiefly designed for sailors and the aban- 
doned companions they select on shore. Here the nightly 
crowds of persons attached to the River and to ships throng ; 
here the publican hurries a sailor and his associate with bot- 
tles of rum and gin, and here his depraved companion 
expects to be treated as a matter of course ; while a theatre 
in such a spot is sure to be the meeting place of many old ship- 
mates who have traversed the globe together in various ships. 
The pieces acted here also generally have a bearing on the 
maritime profession, or to ridicule all religion and morality, 
that all thoughts of death, judgment, and eternity, may be 
banished from every sailor*s mind. On the other hand, what- 
ever can administer to his well-known vices, and to ensure 
the attendance of his infamous associates, is bountifully per- 
formed. 

Destroyers and Deliverers. — Alas 1 that such extra- 
ordinary pains should be taken by the agents of hell to destroy 
the bodies and souls of our thoughtless, guilty sailors, and so 
little energy employed by the avowed friends of Christ to 
rescue those useful but deluded men from perdition. Ah ! 
when shall the pious exertions of the latter bear«ome small 
proportion to the horrible efforts of the former ! One word 
more — a few minutes' view of this Royalty Theatre, with the 
low, wretched prospect to be seen about its doors, and 
the filthy disgusting 3ew neighbourhood in which it is situated, 
will be quite sutiicient to confirm every thing that has been 
advanced. All these things, however, irresistibly prove that 
the vicinity of Tower Hill is the general rendezvous lor sailors, 
and there the Christian public ought most certainly to esta- 
blish a suitable marine temple for the honour of God and 
the eternal welfare of precious souls. Floating chapels are 
unquestionably of real importance to the edification and im- 
provement of religious and moral seamen, and sometimes to 
those that are immoral ; but who does not know that the 8ailor*s 
propensities in general hurry him on shore, and that the most 
wicked are the most eager to visit their most favourite haunts ? 
Hence multitudes of those who belong to ships will hasten on 
shore in the evenings when the work of the ship is done, and 
on the Sabbath days, when the Custom-house^ the merchants' 
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be kept a distinct fund, as some persons might not feel dis- 
posed to advance loans or gifts to any other part of the desig^. 
Twenty-five persons, advancing twenty pounds each, by loan 
for fifteen years, would of course supply £560, and the re- 
maining £300 would be collected among all persons favour- 
able to education in general. The loans might be considered 
as shares at a certain interest of four per cent. One hundred 
and fifty shares for the Mariners' Chapel, of £20 each, would 
furnish £3000, each share or loan being for fifteen years, at 
the same interest of four per cent. The premises being placed 
in the hands of Trustees, each shareholder would receive from 
the whole body of the trustees, a due acknowledgment, which 
would secure the interest and repayment of the £20 after the 
specified term of years. Three thousand pounds being ad- 
vanced by loan in this way to the chapel, there would be the 
sum of £1200 left to be collected from the public; or, to 
present the subject in a clearer light, by a general summary, 
take the following : 
General Cost £5,000 

Obtained by Loan of 25 shares to School-Rooms 500 

By Collections for ditto 300 

By 150 Loan Shares of £20 each to the Chapel . 3,000 

By Collections for ditto 1,200 



o£5,00O 



Division of Labour. — This would require three active 
Committees; as, first, a Committee wholly devoted to obtaining 
loan shares and collections for the school-room. Secondly, a 
Committee entirely engaged in securing shares and donations 
for the chapel: and, Thirdly, a Building Committee, who 
should manage all the afi'airs connected with erecting the pre- 
mises and securing the ground. As to the shares, it is pre> 
sumed, that many persons may have 20/. to spare, and that four 
per cent, interest, without any risk or speculation, would not 
be unacceptable ; while others might wish thus to fund, as it 
were, the sum of 20/. for some child, or wife, or relative, or 
friend. It cannot be an injury to any person, as the money 
would be secured ; and ways shall be pointed out in which the 
interest would be annually paid. Any person desirous of taking 
two or five shares, or any other number, could certainly be ac- 
commodated. One half, or 10/. of each share, would be called 
for as soon as the ground could be obtained, and the other half 
in three or six months, as should be decided by the General 
Committee of Management. To prevent any thing like de- 
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ception, the whole sum obtained by loan or share could be 
lodged in the house of some respectable banking firm, and no 
money to be drawn but by order and signature of a Finance 
Committee of persons well known for their respectability and 
integrity; — they would be a Sub-Committee belonging to the 
General Committee. Such are the outUnet of the plan ; but as 
there are many other remarks which have occurred to the pro- 
jectors respecting several minor points, as well as the great 
considerations of securing an income to the establishment and 
arranging supplies, these will be reserved for next month, as it 
is quite necessary that the whole plan, or as much of it as 
can at present be brought forward, should be laid before the 
public. 

Foreigners in London. — t^st summer a sea-missionary 
from the Continent, being on Tower Hill just after he arrived, 
with a German minister, exclaimed, " There wants some good 
National Sailors* Chapel in this neighl)ourhood, to which we 
could have access at all hours without difficulty." 

Foreigners hear of England*s exertion for sailors : — they land 
at London, and they say, *' Where are the office, the gentlemen, 
and the buildings, for British and Foreign sailors?" They are 
informed there is nothing but a vessel afloat about half-way 
down the Thames, belonging to an Institution called the *^ Port 
of London Society." — A minister remarked, " We hear much in. 
all parts of the United Kingdom of your London Seamen's 
Friend Societies and Bethel Unions, but when we come to Lon- 
don, and inquire for some Sailors' Chapel on shore, we can find 
none; and if we call at No. 18, Aldermanbury, we are told~r 
O, yes, there is a Society, and there are several Societies meet 
there every week, of which the Bethel Union is one, and if I 
wish to see the Committee, I must be there on a Wednesday 
evening. If we go down the River, we find a ship-keeper, 
who tells us the Committee of the Floating Chapel meet at 
such a time, and in such a place ;— but where is a suitable 
national establishment, and one or two convenient offices, 
where strangers can find some persons who will give and re- 
ceive proper information? — We see nothing of this kind in 
all London that we could wish for sailors." 

The Perpendicular Ladder. — A gentleman observed, 
'' I lately read the Sailor's Magazine in the country, and felt 
uncommonly interested about the Bethel Union : I came to 
London last week, but could neither find out a place of meeting, 
or time of meeting, as I was quite a stranger ; at length I learned 
there was a prayer-meeting at a wharf near Tooley Street; 
I went there, and with great difficulty and danger descended 
a perpendicular ladder, and crossed two ship's decks, and 
found a company of about forty persons in the hold of a ship. 

c3 
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I was well repaid for my visit, and delighted with the service ; 
but I could not help saying, as I groped up the ladder again, 
'< Why don't the friends of Seamen have some M^lcopolitan 
Chapel on shore, where strangers like myself may liave the 
high privilege and honour of joining in their delightful meetings 
without running the risk of being upset and drowned in those 
ticklish bandboxes of wherries, or of breaking one*s neck over 
ladders, casks, and decks, at the wharf? I admire the plan of 
having such meetings in ships' holds for sailors, but i thifik 
there should be some suitable place also on shore, where a 
gentleman from the conntry, or from America, or India, could 
be safely conducted on good pavement by these noble gas 
lamps, and where he could behold and admire your order and 
your usefulness, and leave his guinea to so good a cause; satis- 
i^ed to go home and tell his family, that of all the fine sights he 
had seen in London, none delighted him more than the 
Mariners' Chapel. You don't know but such a gentleman 
might set many an engine to work for you in the country." 

In the first communication I had (he honour to lay before 
the public relative to a chapel for Seamen on the land, I pre- 
sented a calculation gathered from the daily journals respecting 
the number of shipping that had entered the Port of London 
for the year 1814, amounting to 15,035 ; it was also intimated 
that the number for 1 824 could not be less tlian 20,000, and 
upon this the average number of seamen and boys was taken 
and estimated at 80,000; but the supporters of the St. Ca- 
tharine's Dock Bill, to shew the necessity which exists for the 
construction of new docks, have published and circulated the 
following as most authentic : — 

SHIPPING, DOCKS, AND TONNAGE. 

In 1794, the number of merchant ships which entered the 

Port of London was • 13,949 

In I S24, the number was 23,618 

Exhibiting an increase of ai^ut 10,000 sail of merchant 
ships, besides upwards of 1000 voyages made by 
steam-boats, a species of navigation not existing in 
the Port of London in 1794. 

In the year 1808, when the West India Docks, East India 
Docks, Commercial Docks, London Docks, City 
Canal, and Grand Surrey Canal Docks, were open to 
the Public, the number of merchant ships moored in 
the stream, excluding the number that entered the 
Docks, was •••••••••• •••••••••• 8,001 

In the year 1823, the number was ••••• 13,566 

In the year 1824, it was 15,913 

Exhibiting an increase in the last year, as compared with 
the previous, of 2347, and, as compared with 1808, 
of 7912 merchant ships and vessels. 
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The total number of merehmt ships which entand the 

Port of LoDdoii m 1824, was, as before stated • • • • ^,Gi8 

Deduct the namber accommodated during the like period 

inDocks « 2,6^0 

There remained therefore •••«•••••••• 20,968 

So that about 21,000 vessels last year discharged and 
loaded, whilst moored in the stream. 
The total tonnage of merchant ships cleared outward in 

Great Britain in 1823, was 2,610,787 

In 1824 3,182,776 

Exhibiting an increase in 1 824, of tons 571,989 

The total tonnage of merchant ships which entered inwards 

in the Port of London in 1794, was * 1,458,3U 

In 1823 2,903,267 

In 1824 3,170,186 

Exhibiting an increase in 1824 over the preceding year of 266,019 
tons, and over 1794 of 1,711,871 tons. 

If last year exhibited the extraordinary number of 23 or 
nearly 24,000, will not this year produce an increase of ship- 
ping entering the Thames? Take, however, the number as 
stated, and allow to eocA vessel three men and a boy, including 
the captain, — this will give, 

To 23,600 ships 70,800 men. 

And to the same number •••• •••••••• 23,600 boys. 

Making a total of Mariners entering the Thames in one 

year of 94,400 

The Watermen and Lightermen are about ••*•• 7, 000 

The Bargemen, Fishermen, and others, who are almost 

constantly on theThames during the year,are about 10, 000 

Seamen and Rivermen then appear in the aggregate as 1 1 1,400 

But laying aside the odd numbex^ let us take one hmdred 
thousand Bs the average number on the Thames for one year, and 
divide it into the half or quarter, and there will be fifty thou- 
sand or twenty-five thousand at any one time during the year, 
independent of the wives, children, or connexions, of those 
persons. Specifically for the religious instruction of this whole 
body, there is one Floating Chapel established in the Middle 
Pool, and one talked of for the Upper Pool, and one Loft. 
Who then wiH deny the absolute necessity of a Seamen's and 
Rivermen*s Chapel on land ? 

This has been sufficiently argued before, and the probable 
cost and mode of payment distinctly stated : it remains now 
that other considerations should engage our attention. 

The United States' Chapels for Seamen are all built on shore, 
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from the great convenience of access they afford. The writer 
has now before him two correct representations of Mariners' 
Churches (as they are termed), erected at New York and Phi- 
ladelphia. The latter is an excellent building, five windows 
in front above, and four below, with three doors. Between 
the upper middle windows are two figures of large anchors in 
white plaster, above which is a square elevation ou the 
centre of the roof, from which arises a circular building, sup- 
ported by small round pillars, and crowned with a neat iron 
railing. AJlag-staff appears fixed in the middle of this cir- 
cular tower, on the top of which appears a trident. A flag 
with the word Bethel, and a dove flying amidst the stars of the 
confederated States, bearing an olive branch in its mouth, is 
seen flying from the staff. 

On the front of the square elevation is inscribed, " Mari- 
ners' Church.*' The terms of the contract have been already 
published, but the following extract will present a general 
idea of the whole : — 

*' The whole of the materials and workmanship to be of the 
best, and finished (without any additional expense) by the 
middle of the ensuing month, (November,) for the sum of ten 
thousand five hundred dollars ; — to meet the payments under 
this contract, which were to be monthly as the building pro- 
gressed, a loan for the sum of eight thousand dollars was 
obtained from the Savings Fund Society, at an interest of live 
per cent, per annum, mortgaging the lot and building asi se- 
curity." 

The Chapel is built and opened. The ground cost 870O 
dollars ; an old warehouse at the time of the purchase stood 
upon it. The Committee had obtained in dollars, — 

By amount of donations from individuals 9094 39 

Ditto from Insurance Companies 900 

9994 39 

Monthly contributions from Mariners. •• 694 97 

The latter has been obtained by sending books on board 
of different ships with ruled columns for subscriptions, 
monthly or weekly, from the captain, mate, seamen, and 
passengers. 

The funds raised by contributions from the citizens, and in- 
surance companies, were the result of the exertions of twenty- 
two Committees, of two and three each, who very diligently 
and successfully pursued their solicitations, until the amount 
was adequate to the cost of the ground. 

Surely there is nothing of difficulty in this plan ; and cannot 
London at least equal the city of Philadelphia in zeal^ in 
exertion, and in liberality? 
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Joint-Stock Companies. — Let the effort be made, and 
time will shew that ** God is able to do exceedingly abundant 
above all we can ask or think/' How many thousands of per* 
sons at this day are embarking immense property in London 
to the amount of many millions through joint-stock companies, 
even for milk, fish, drugs, &c. These are uncertain specula- 
tions at the best, and shall the children of this world be so 
active, so enterprising, and even so enthusiastic, to obtain ^^cor-^ 
ruptible crowm" and shall not the children of light be equally 
active, zealous, and persevering, to obtain "incorruptible?" 
Are not the salvation of immortal souls in the streets of Lon- 
don and the extension of Messiah's kingdom, of more value 
than the accumulation of a trifling per centage through some 
novel and attractive enterprize ? The schemes of the day have 
been designated wild and unsubstantial, and yet thousands ' 
of the most opulent, and respectable, and prudent, persons 
have embarked their property in them without a certainty of 
profitable return. Be this project, then, from its magnitude 
denominated wild also, yet will not the shareholders and 
subscribers be sure of an adequate, and even superabundant, 
profit ? Here is indeed a " Bank'* into which the *' taknti' 
entrusted to our providence by the Saviour may be safely 
placed, with a confidence that " at His coming He will receive 
his own with interest*'' 

No " Parliamentary bill" is required to sanction this scheme ; 
neither the King, the Lords, nor the Commons, will be trou- 
bled about it; no individual interest is connected with it to 
make it a. job; and no extraordinary expense of *< stamps, 
and deeds, and seals,'^ are required to give indemnification 
from loss, or security of gain, to the speculators ; for the house 
to be builded is for God, and He has pledged His word, and 
sealed it by His oath, that it shall prosper. 

Bonds of Security. — ** In all places where I record my 
name I will come and bless," and " where two or three are 
gathered together in my name there I am," and ''by myself 
have I sworn," saith Jehovah, that in Jalessing I will bless 
thee ;" " For as the rain and snow descend, and return not 
void, biit accomplish the end for which they are sent, so shall 
my word be ;" and the design of this building is to preach 
His word, and to proclaim His glory. •* Then," said the pious 
and patriotic Nehemiah, " I told them of the hand of my God 
which was good upon me, and they said, J^t us arise up and 
build. So they strengthened their hands for this good work. 
Then I said, the God of heaven He will prosper us, therefore 
we his servants will arise and build. Hear, our God ! so 
built we the wall, for the peopU had a mind to work.*' ** The 
silver is mine, and the gold is mine," saith Jehovah of Hosts 
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by the prophet Haggai, when exhorting to this work and tri- 
umphing over all the startling difficulties that menaced the 
project and alarmed the workmen. He added by the prophet 
Zecbaria, ^' This is the word of Jehovah unto Zembbabe), 
saying, Not by might, nor by power, shall it be accomplished, 
but by my Spirit" operating upon the hearts of men to bring 
forth their talents, their influence, their energy, and their pro- 
perty, to the work, " saith Jehovah of Hosts;'' and as for 
difficulties — •* Who art thou, O great mountain? Before 
Zerubbabel thou shall become a plain, and He shall bring 
forth the headstone thereof with shouting, crying, Grace, graces 
unto it/' " But to do these things I will be enquired of," 
saith Jehovah, " by the House of Israel to do it for them." 
If, then, we view this design as we ought, we shall not be 
speculating upon what this man will give, and what that man 
will do, but we shall invite all the Seamen's Friends and 
Bethel Meetings in the United Kingdom* to supplicate and 
importune a Throne of Grace that, in addition to what has 
been done in London for sailors, Jehovah would graciously 
pour out his Spirit upon all ranks and degrees of men, that 
they may have a mind to the work, and that crooked things 
may be made straight, and rough places smooth. Then, in- 
deed, will the crowning stone be placed upon the building, 
with the loud plaudits of grace to the project, grace to the 
foundation, grace to the superstructure, and grace to the com' 
pletion ; so that, like the plan of mercy for ruined sinners, 
man will have all the benefit — and grace, rich grace, free grace, 
sovereign grace all the glory. Amen. 

Provision for thb Voyage. — "I will give you pastors 
according to mine heart, which shall feed you with knowledge 

* What family in the United Kingdom but is more or less con- 
nected with London ? Is there a wife, a father, a mother, a brother, 
a sister, a son, or a daughter, or a friend, who has not a husband, a 
s6n, a brother, a father, or a friend, connected with the sea, and is 
likely to enter the Thames ? Is there one of this descripdon who 
will not desire and pray for this establishment for seamen ? Families 
at a distance little know the temptations and the crimes of relatives 
in London. 

The writer visited the Columbus when she arrived from Canada in 
the Thames, and was quite astonished to hear the crew talk of the 
joys in the brothel when they landed, and that their pay, they said, 
would last them a week. They were nearly all shipped at Greenock, 
and he said, " I thought the Scotch were more moral." " Not in 
London," was the reply; " Swlors are all alike here." This is too 
true when they get on shore. Where is there, then, a pious person 
in the kingdom who will not pray for a divine blessing on this land 
scheme, that promises so much usefulness among the Ttumes marine f 
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and understanding,*^ saith Jebotah to his Church i by the mouth 
of Jeremiah. 

It is true there was a time when the Almighty issued out by his 
servant Amos that horrible threateningy" Behold, the days come, 
saith the Lord God, that I will send a famine in the land, — not a 
famine of bread, nor a thirst for water, but of hearing the word of 
the Lord.** O worst of famines 1 most dreadful of all the curses 
that can ever afflict the world, when starving souls, like famished 
mariners, ** shall wander from tea to sea, and from the north even 
to the east,** through all the points of the compass — ** they shall 
run to and fro to seek the word of the Lord, and f/m// not find 
it V Oh no ; praised be the God of all grace, this shall not be 
executed in Mariders' Chapels of the metropolis ; let them be 
established, and our dependance and confiaence shall not be 
on universities or any other seats of learning, however valuable 
and important; but we will look for supplies to the divine 
Author of that word which was spoken by the lips of Isaiah, 
** Thou shalt weep no more ; He will be very gracious unto 
thee at the voice of thv cry : when he shall hear it " from sailors' 
relations, sailors' fnends, and Bethel-meetings, * He will 
answer thee;'' and though Jehovah give you the bread of 
adversity, and trials in long and dangerous voyacres and in 
wintry storms and tempests, ** and the waters of affliction," in 
hot, cold, swampy, or pestiferous climates, yet shall not thy 
teachers be removed into a comer any more, but thine eyes 
shall see thy teachers, in the Port of London in particaiar, 
where the light and life of <he Gospel prevail more than in any^ 
capital throughout the world ; you shall see them both afloat 
and on shore, and when temptations would allure on every 
hand, and you hasten to the house of God, '' thine ears shall 
hear," through those appointed and promised teachers, '<a 
word behind thee, saying, < This is the way, walk ye in it: * " 
like a skilful pilot calling to the helmsman and directing him 
how to steer through a narrow and dangerous channel. This 
shall always be the base while thciu-ihearest my gospel ; and 
when outward temptations and ii^wardr desires would induce 
thee to *< turn to the right hand, and when ye turn to the left,*' 
wandering from God. 

The Gospel going oxnr to Smam — ^These, it is well known, 
are promises not limited in their, locality, extent, duration, or 
application, to occupation or colour. In looking to the mode 
of supplying the Mariners' Chapel on land, they are peculiarly 
applicable and encouraging. Erected on or near Tower 
Hill, with large accommodation and most hearty welcome, 
its flag should waive as ''an ensign of the people," and it 
might then be said of Jehovah, as Daniel predicted of a mighty 
eastern monarch, << He shall plant the tabernacles of his palace 
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between the seas; *' at Jerusalem it was between the Mediter- 
ranean and the Dead Sea, hut in London it would be between 
the seas from all points, '< in the glorious holy mountain/' 
The prophet Zechariah, contemplating the diffusion of the 
gospel from the metropolis where the apostles were to ** begin " 
preaching repentance and remission of sins, declared, '^ It 
shall be in that day, that living waters shall go OMifrom Jeru- 
salem,^* and so also from London, by the pious supplies at a 
Seamen's Chapel on land ; {not exclusiveli/, but greater than at 
present, in proportion to the superior accommodations, the 
easiness and constancy of access, and the enlarged exertions of 
such an establishment as the one proposed on shore ;) and, 
according to Zechariah, these living waters of the sanctuary- 
shall go out from the capita), '< half of them towards the former 
sea, and half of them towards the hinder sea, in summer and in 
winter shall it be/* The sovereign of Jerusalem, in tracing 
the wonderful operations of iCrod in the kingdom of nature, 
observed in " Ecclesiastes, or the Preacher,' " All the rivers 
run into the sea.^* 

" Rivers to the ocean run, 

■ Nor stay in all their course." 

The most extraordinary River.— So shall " the River of 
God, which is full of water," pour its refreshing streams from 
the ministry of the Mariners' Chapel into all parts of the sea, 
by means of those sailors, who, hearing of salvation there, 
shall carry the glad tidings to their shipmates in every clime, 
and the heathen of every land. Happy period I blessed and 
soul-reviving prospect ! Let me see it, O Lord, before I die. 
I beseech thee in this respect to shew me thy glory. Great 
things have already been done, for which many shall praise 
thee to the very ends of the earth : but hast thou not promised 
roe as well as Nathaniel, (who was in the fishing boat on the 
sea of Galilee at thine appearance after thy resurrection, John 
xxi. 2, 3,) "Thou shalt see greater things than these?" 
John i. 50. O Lord, I ask for this sight, that I may behold 
thousands flocking to this Mariners' Chapel ashore, and hear 
them exclaim, 

" See the streams of living waters 

Springing from eternal love, 
Well supply thy sons and daughters, 

And all fear of toant remove. 
Who can faint while such a river 

Ever flows thy thirst t' assuage ? 
Grace, which like the Lord, the giver, 

Never fails from age to age." 

Then, indeed^ in a more full, complete, and national sense, 
shall the sacred " waters/* spoken of by E^ekielf " issue out 
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from under the threshold of the Mariners* preaching-house 
eastward, and the waters come down at the south side of the 
altar." '< Then said he unto me, These waters issue out toward 
the east country, and go down into the dewt, and go into the 
seoy* (meaning the Dead Sea, whose waves rolled over the 
ruined millions of Sodom and Gomorrah, Admah and Zeboim. 
The impurity and horrid vices of East Sroithfield, and the 
neighbourhood farther to the eastward, as well as other sea<* 
ports, have been the Sodom and Gomorrah of Sailors, where 
also millions have perished by the righteous judgment of the 
Almighty,) and the extraordinary virtues of these waters will 
be manifest, for ** being brought forth into ** this dead ** sea " 
of filthiness and guilt, the ** waters ** into which they enter, and 
which are so full of putridity and death, " shall be healed,^* 

And it shall come to pass, that every thing that liveth, as 
sailors, sailors* wives, children, relations, and friends, in- 
fluenced by the gospel ministry, which moveth whithersoever 
the River shall come, shall live ; and there shall be a very 
great multitude of fish, or of converted souls, as Jesus said to 
Peter, when they were both at sea, '< Thou shalt catch men : '^ 
and '* the kingdom of heaven is like unto a net cast into the 
sea, which gathered of every kind :*' — this blessed multitude 
shall appear, '* because these waters shall come thither,*^ that 
is, amidst the mass of guilty sailors and landsmen who are 
dead in sin ; for they shall be healed, and every thing shall live 
whither the river cometh. 

Most successful Fishermen. — The ministers of the gospel 
supplying at this Sea Tabernacle being, by divine appoint- 
ment, ** fishers of men,'' it shall come to pass that the fishers 
shall stand upon it, i. e. this river, from £n-gedi even unto 
£n-glaim ; they shall be a place to spread forth nets ; their fish 
shall be according to their kinds, as the fish of tlie great sea, 
exceeding many. For many redeemed and converted sailors 
shall step on board their ships from the sanctuary, and they 
shall plough the dreary ocean singing. 



" Come, thou fount of every blessing, 

Tune my heart to sing thy grace. 
Streams of mercy j never ceasing j 

Call for songs of loudest praise. 
Jesus sought me when a stranger 

Wandering from the fold of God ; 
He to save my soul from danger 

Interposed his precious blood" 

Nor shall the ministers who belong to such Sea Tabernacle 
supplies be unrewarded; but returning home to their flocks after 
having opened the reservoirs of mercy for poor sailors, a divine 
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impression shall follow in the stage or the mail, and the import 
of it shall be thus : " They that be wise i^all shine as the 
brightness of the firmament, and they that turn many '' of such 
poor wandering wretched mariners as those imto whom you 
nave been preaching in London^ " to righteousness, as the stars 
for ever and ever.*' And when brought back to God, as some 
of them will be, through your recent labours, they shall be 
useful beyond expression; for, being professionally circum- 
navigators of the globe, they shall be among the *' many " that 
^ shall run to and fro '' through the world, ** telling of Jesas's 
dying love," and " kwmledgt shall he increased.^* 

This populai, mode of London Chapels. — Among all the 
modes adopted in this kingdom for gaining and keeping a 
large and hvely congregation of general hearers in a crowded 
city, where there is a choice of preachers and chapels, none 
have been found so essential and efficient as that which is 
termed the Tabermtcle system, of a change of ministers every 
six weeks. London has many proofs of this kind, for upon 
this plan the very large sanctuaries called the Tabernacle and 
Tottenham-cotttt-road Chapels are supplied in the late Rev. 
George Whitefield's connexion. Spa Fields and Sion Chapel, 
in the late Countess of Huntinpfdon's denomination, are also 
upheld upon this plan ; and Hoxton Atademy Chapel, with 
several others, find the great advantage of this system, as well 
as Surrey Chapel during the summer. 

It has been in this way that the generous and benevolent 
Thomas Wilson, Esq. has drawn together and preserved the 
congregations for the first few years, in all the very capacious 
and excellent places he has erected, as Paddington Chapel, 
Tonbridge Chapel, Claremont Chapel, and Craven Chapel. A 
few years since not one of them appeared, and now they are 
all established, and well attended. The Wesleyan Methodists 
in London find a constant interchange of able and respectable 
ministers the most admirable mode of supplying their noble 
buildings called Lambeth Chapel, Long Lane Chapel, Hinde 
Street Chapel, City Road Chapel, and Great Queen Street 
Chapel. 

Time and experience have indubitably proved this to be the 
most popular and the most useful plan for large places of 
worship and general congregations. There are certainly 
exceptions in chapels that belong to the several distinct 
perst4asions of religions faith, and in other cases, where the 
name, the talent, or some other attractive pecuharity in the 
stationed minister, possesses a popular degree of influence. 

Supposing that such a mode as this would be best adapted 
for gathering and continuing to gather good congregations, the 
following ideas have occurred with reference to ministerial 



48 

supplies for a National Mariners' Chapel on land, upon the 
most liberal and Christian foundation. 

Ministerial Supplies for God's House. — I. They shall 
be invited from England, Scotland, Wales, and Ireland, for six 
weeks each. 

II. The chapel to have three public services of preaching on 
the Sabbath, and each minister supplying to exchange on the 
Sabbath afternoon with some acceptable and useful minister 
in the metropolis. This would present an attractive variety 
to the religious services of the day. It would also afford 
opportunities for many London ministers enjoying the privi- 
lege of preaching to sailors on shore, and would doubtless 
greatly interest those servants of the Most High God in the 
great business of arresting the wandering mariner's attention 
on tht land, while others were doing the same on the water, 
as it is well known that vast multitudes of seamen are to be 
found both on shore and afloat. 

III. Ministerial supplies to be invited from the following 
religious denominations i— Lady Huntingdon's Connection, 
the Independents, the Presbyterians* the Baptists, and the 
Wesley an Methodists. 

But as the system of this latter numerous and respectable 
body of Christians prevents the possibility of engaging ministers 
from them for six weeks, such opportunities must be embraced 
of seeking the kind assistance and pious co-operation of those 
preachers who can be obtained, either as occasional supplies 
or exchanges on the Sabbath, or on week evenings. This 
would be the more desirable, as it is well knovm that in all 
those sea-ports where the Wesleyan Methodists take an 
interest in the Bethel Union, no class of religionists are more 
active, persevering^ or successful. It was by members of this 
greatly-increasing denomination, that Bethel-meetings were 
first established and promoted on the Thames. It was by the 
exertions of a most respectable Wesleyan local preacher at 
Rotfaerhithe, that sailors were tint (in any numbers) brought 
into class meetings, (he had, at one time, neariy sixty assem- 
bling in his class) and by their exertions Bethel meetings were 
carried on in the Thames for more than two years before 
the present Floating Chapel was established, and for twelve 
months before any other denomination embarked in the work. 

The friends of Bethel Union Societies are therefore roost 
highly indebted to this Christian Society, as the instruments, 
in the hands of Jehovah, to commence this labour of love. 

'* When they first the work beg^n, 
Small and feeble was our day ; 
Now the word doth swiftly run, — 
Now it wins its widening way." 



So that the zealous advocates of Messiah's kingdom among 
British and Foreign shipping can cheerfully call their friends 
to the heights of Bethel Union exertions, and say with the 
great founder of Methodism, 

" See how great a flame aspires, 
Kindled by a spark of Grace, 
Jesus' love the nation fires, 
Sets the kingdoms in a blaze." 



All this I published in the Sailor's Magazine, but it 
produced no effect upon the Committee, but to make 
them laugh at me and say the thing was utterly impossi- 
ble. I had however a different opinion, and believing that 
one day I should be able to accomplish something of 
this nature, I devoted several opportunities to preach- 
ing amidst the vilest haunts at St. Catherine's, and at the 
London Dock-gates, and upon Tower Hill. I even 
went so far as to advertise my intentions of erecting a 
standard for God in the very heart of the Devil's king- 
dom ashore on this coast. I published by advertise- 
ment, that I should preach on a Sunday evening on 
Tower Hill, at the foot of the Minories, upon this sub- 
ject; I did so, and had about 5000 persons. At another 
time I mentioned it to an immense congregation at the 
London Dock-gates, when a half-drunken sailor reeled 
up and swore he would give sixpence to begin this 
work. A friend took the sixpence, and it is singular 
that this is the first penny that was subscribed to the 
work then in embryo, which is now so successfully 
advancing in Wellclose-square. 

I must now advert to the origin of my first acquaint- 
ance with the Church we now occupy. This is the 
more necessary, because Allen and Brown, and after 
them hundreds of others, have declared we got this 
building by deceit and fraud. One of these worthies, 
Mr. Perkins of Curtain-road, Shoreditch, actually de- 
clared this to my face in the house, and in the presence 
of Mr. Cheesewright, a member of the same Com- 
mittee, who checked him severely for it. Allen, how- 
ever, still persists in it, and goes on with his friend 
Brown, asserting it wherever a suitable opportunity 
offers. Regardless, however, of all the many efforts of 
such acknowledged misrepresenters, I shall proceed 
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to'detail the facts. I speak the truth in Christ,— I lie 
not,^'God knoweth. 

During the summer of 1824, I had looked round 
Wellclose-square, in search of a place of worship on 
shore for sailors. I lodged then upon Tower Hill, 
and paid particular attention to the awful state of 
St. Catherine's and Wapping. The year before this 
I had gone all over the neighbourhood with Messrs. 
Patterson and Offer, to hire a place for preaching; 
this had succeeded, but I wanted something more 
to be done among the mass of guilty sailors here. 
In my walks for this purpose I found the Danish 
Church, and took some trouble about it; I sought 
out the Dane who had charge of it, and went round 
the ground inquiring into every particular. I thought 
I saw a probability of its being obtained ; and men- 
tioned it briefly one night in the Committee, and 
after duly considering the subject, I wrote a letter 
to the Committee just before I quitted London, 
charging upon them to inquire, and, if possible, to 
take it. This letter I committed to the charge of Mr. 
Parks, or Mr. Perkins, I am not sure which, with a 
positive injunction that they should lay it before the 
Committee of the Bethel Union, the very first oppor- 
tunity. The letter I know was properly presented ; I 
was out of town all the winter, and, therefore, this 
Committee were fully at liberty to have entered into 
any arrangements they thought proper respecting the 
Church. Nay, I had even urged them to do so. 

What have they, what can they say in their own 
defence ? Absolutely nothing. They thought it such 
a wild and mighty scheme that they never even, I be- 
lieve, entered upon the discussion of the subject. They 
never took one step in it, nor do I believe they would 
to this day have thought of such a thing, had they not 
been shown the way how to manage matters, and with 
what kind of energy and spirit to go about it. When 
I came to London in 1825, and had lodgings at Black- 
heath, things >vere precisely as I. had left them with 
respect to the Danish Church : but meeting one day 
with a friend in the neighbourhood of Wellclose-square, 
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he entered into conversation about the Danish Church; 
we went and looked at it. It was completely out of 
repair, and the ground around was in a most wretched 
state. We learnt the particulars of the Trustees, and 
waited at their office. All this led me to very serious 
considerations. I afterwards saw one of the gentle- 
men and found many difficulties, but did not consider 
them insurmountable. At length I brought the whole 
business before the Committee of the Bethel Meeting, 
and urged their coming forward to take the Church. 
I proposed that Allen and myself, and Mr. Phillips, 
should meet at the counting-house, and have an inter- 
view with the trustees on the following Monday morning 
at eleven o'clock. In the interim, I had much con- 
versation with Mr. Phillips upon the subject; he 
listened attentively and respectfully. He did nothing, 
and said nothing to oppose, but I wondered at his 
perfect coolness, so that I was well convinced I should 
have no active coadjutor in him. This for a day or 
two very much sunk my spirits. I knew him well ; — • 
when we set about the first Floating Chapel for the 
Lower Pool, he was all life and energy ; when we 
talked of establishing the Bethel Flag in the Upper 
Pool, he ran before me, or shot ahead of me, and got 
it done ; when I proposed establishing the Betliel 
Union, in consequence of the wicked attempts of Tanner 
and Francis to destroy the Bethel Prayer Meeting, he 
was very zealous and active ; when I began about a 
Floating Chapel for the Upper Pool, he was the same ; 
but now he was civil, friendly, and more calm, — but no 
zeal, no energy,— and it was evident would never be a 
hearty colleague. This, of course, damped my spirits 
much, and I oflen named it in my prayers to God when 
wandering over this Heath in meditation and prayer. 

Another circumstance very much influenced my 
mind ; while conversing with him one evening, a very 
near member of his household addressed him, and said, 
** I hope you will be very carejul what you are ahotUy 
and never sign your name to any document, and make 
yourself responsible for '■ a year for the 

Danish Church" IJe inside no reply, and perhaps 
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took no notice of it ; but I did. I had just been talking 
about three or four persons signing a document, and 
legally binding themselves to this effect, -I certainly 
looked to him as one; but when I heard this very 
prudent, cautious, and proper remark, it set me thinking 
half that night, and I reasoned thus, — '* I see a portion 
of Mr. Phillips's household are adverse to his becoming 
bound for the rent : now I know this would not weigh 
with him if he pleases to do it, — but in what situation 
does it place me ? Suppose I influence him to sign it? 
He has a very large household, and supposing a train 
of misfortunes should attend me and this speculation, 
so that I could not pay, and the mcmey should be de- 
manded of his ^unily, and he in a state of heavy 
affliction, confined from businQss^ how would they 
reflect on me ?" I felt alarmed, and determined to keep 
Mr. P. clear, if possible. 1 had seen how a friend 
had been treated in some cases before. On the fol- 
lowing Monday, I was exceedingly unwell at Black- 
heath, and exhausted with the labours of the pAvious 
day. It rained excessively ; but I took a stage, rode 
to London, and fearful of being five minutes too late, 
got into a hackney-coach and rode to the Minories, and 
was at the counting-house exactly at eleven o'clock. I 
waited until twelve, perfectly astonished that Messrs. 
Phillips and Allen were not there ; and after some 
conversation with one of the trustees, I expressed my 
surprise, took leave, and promised to see him next 
week. I went immediately to Mr. PMllips's counting- 
house, at Cox's Quay, Thames Street, near London 
Bridge, and reproached Mr. P. for not being at the 
merchant's counting-house, according to appointment. 
He said, Mr. Allen and himself had understood that 
we were to meet at his counting-house, and not the 
merchant's ; and that Allen had been waiting here an 
hour, and had now gone off angry, because I was not 
there. I showed him what fpUy tins was ; that I never 
thought of meeting at his counting-house, nor ever 
said I should. I had been speaking of the merchant's 
counting-house, and made the appointment there — 
more especially as he knew I should have to come in $, 
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stage from Blackheath to Gracechurch Street, and it 
would be much nearer for me to go direct down Fen- 
church Street than come to him. Besides, there was 
not the least occasion for it, our business was at the 
merchant's counting-house ; and so tired as the Sabbath 
would leave me in my infirm state of health, it was not 
likely I should get up but just in time to be at the 
Minories by eleven. Mr. P. however, seemed to me, 
at least, to be so perfectly indifferent about it, that it 
appeared not to be of the slightest consequence, but 
rather the contrary. He did not seem to regret, the 
mistake at all. I may be wrong in my conjecture, but 
such was my impression. As for Allen, he might 
have made the mistake quite unintentionally, and think 
now he has a right to complain ; but I shall proceed as 
faithfully and simply to declare what effect all this had 
upon me. I returned to Blackheath to my lodgings, 
I weighed seriously over all the circumstances, and I 
clearly saw my friend Mr. Phillips was quite cool and 
indifferent about the business ; he did just as much as 
entitled him to the character of a friend, but no more. 
When I sent him my thoughts upon an establishment 
on shore in the spring of 1825, he received them, 
and smiled at them, as I well remember the late Rev. 
Andrew Fuller did, when I proposed to him a Sea- 
man's Society ; and he wrote me to say it was like 
Hushai's plan of drawing a city into the river by ropes, 
an idea that it was never intended to accomplish. 
Blessed be God I have lived to see that my worthy 
friend Andrew, Fuller, and my good friend Thomas 
Phillips, might err, as I have had both accomplished by 
perseverance and prayer; and have learnt to " cease 
from man," even from good men and friends, who may 
thus stand opposed to the work of God. 

If I had no hope from Mr. Phillips, how much less 
could I have from Mr. Allen? and how much less 
from six or seven men, who met as a committee, and 
who, excepting at that moment, really had neither 
time nor inclination from business to devote one hour to 
the sailors' cause, notwithstanding all the reiterated 
admonitions Mr. Phillips was giving them. Under all 
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these circumstances I felt that I had nothing to hope 
for, but every thing to fear from so much covetous-* 
ness, lukewarmness, and incompetency. To entrust 
my plans to Mr. Phillips, who had no inclination to 
trouble himself much about them, (this I seriously 
proved the next year) or to Allen, who was utterly 
inefficient, or to tradesmen, whose business demanded 
all their attention, but an hour a week, — would have 
been the height of extravagance. I determined there- 
fore to collect a few faithful friends I had, and form a 
new institution as a branch Society; independent in 
acting, and yet co-operative in design and cordiality 
with the Bethel Union, whom we should recognize 
as the Parent Society. I had a precedent in Mr. 
Phillips, who would have a branch Society, but would 
make it independent, to establish a Floating Chapel in 
the Upper Pool ; and I well remember neither Allen 
nor Brown were allowed to belong to this independent 
branch, lest they should spoil it. The prospectus of 
names, and my correspondence, will prove this abun* 
dantly.' 

• I had now an opportunity of conversing with a few 
friends, and formed a provisiomtl committee for a 
Mariners* Church Society. I had interviews also with 
the trustees, and laid before them a printed statement 
of our plan. My arrangements with them at length 
were complete, to secure the premises in Wellclose 
Square ; and I met the committee in Aldermanbury of 
the Bethel Union, saying that I had now a plan by 
which I should be able to accomplish the business 
about the Church ; but since the mistake had occurred) 
I had thought of this very much, and now came to the 
conclusion that I would have the Church taken, and if 
the Bethel Union would take one service on the 
Sabbath, that is in the morning, I would have the 
Church wholly at their disposal during that time, and 
the only responsibility for rent should be 20/. per 
annum for this service. I meant also to propose that 
their North-East Auxiliary Society, which then existed 
and laboured at St. Catherine's, should take another 
$l^rvice, entirely at their own disposal, for 20L per 
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annum. THe third- 1 intended to conduct inyselF or 
agentBi and provide the balance of the tent by this 
meansi. Such, i declare most solemnly, was my plan. 
Will it bis believed, can it be believed, that this plan, 
by which, God knoweth, I wished to unite and consolidate 
all the several interests, was totally and finally rejected ? 
I actually convened the Committee of the Bethel 
Union together, and made the offer of one service at 
20L per annum ; I requested Mr. II. Joyce to invite 
the Auxiliary Committee to take another ; and on 
both occasions :I used every argument I could to 
indnce them to comply. The Parent Society would 
thien have had all the credit of every thing ; there would 
have been no new general and independent Society, 
hbr would there have been any New Sailor*8 Magazfine, 
or any clashing together through the kingdom. WQl 
it be credited that my proposal was wholly rejected by 
the Bethel Union Committee, at 18, Aldermanbuty, 
and afterwards entirely declined by the Auxiliary at a 
meedng' in St. Catherine's? I was thus thrown com- 
pletely out upon such new resources as I could 
camially collect. 

. When I was going to settle with the trustees, I 
cflUed in H; Ashl^, Esq. as a respectable solicitor ; 
and, on leaving the trustees, he asked me in the street, 
who was going to take legally all this property with 
me ? I said, ** No one at present ; will you join me ?" 
He said, with all his heart. He did so, and signed 
the agreement. Another friend did the same. But 
when it was sent to Mr. Phillips, whom I had nonu- 
nated, he declined, and has done so ever since. I felt 
greatly hurt, because his name had been over and over 
again inserted in the agreement. So it stands, how- 
ever, at present. 

The Mariners' Church Society I had formed at the 
City of London. Tavern, and never wanted it otherwise 
than a Branch of the Bethel Union. Allen cried out 
against it, that it should not be so ; and from that 
moment he and Brown, and their Camberwell officers, 
have held together decidedly against us. 

A friend, by Mr. Thompson, gave us fifty guineas. 
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This encouraged us much, hut one of the name of 
Joyce certainly misled me much at first. Bom to 
he a schoolmaster, and a decent exhorter, he aimed at 
something greater ; and, taking me aside one day, he 
said if he had some salary heyond what he now had, 
he could make himself most useful as a Thames 
Missionary. I was delighted at this, and immediately 
engaged him. I have heen sorry for this ever since, 
for he was engaged already two nights a week with 
the Bethel Union ; and he proved to me that no man 
can serve two masters. He tried all he could to trim 
the matter with hoth parties, and to receive the salary 
of hoth, hut it would not do ; he hecame at length 
despised hy hoth and trusted hy neither. It was a 
hlessed day for us when we got rid of him, and the 
Bethel Union took him wholly. Another man deceived 
me much also ahout this time. His name was Fisher. 
He had been a dreadful slanderer, so that Mr. Cheese- 
wright, and another from the Bethel Union, had waited 
upon him by order of the Committee. His aspersions 
against me he owned to be false, and we forgave hint, 
but twelve months afterwards he broke out again, so 
that Messrs. Phillips and Fabian were obliged to go 
to his house, and threaten to prosecute him for a libel 
if he did not stay his slanderous t(Higue about me. He 
was frightened, and promised. I therefore took him 
among us, and made him clerk at first in the church ; 
he was also master of the boys' day school, in con- 
nexion with the North East Auxiliary Bethel Union ; 
but while I was in the country he went back to hia old 
plan of slander to such a degree, that some of our 
Committee were compelled to wait upon him as a 
deputation, when he wrote a penitential letter of 
apology, which now , stands in our minute*book, and 
we forgave him. In a few months more he was as 
bad as ever. He was again waited upon, and behaved 
with so much insolence concerning Mr. Burford, a 
respectable superintendant of our Mariners' Church 
Sunday School, and he wrote us so shameful a letter, 
that we gave him up altogether; and the Port of 
XiOndon and Bethel Union Society have since most 
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comfortably and happily taken this Mr. Fisher off our 
hands, as head master of their boys* school. One 
other bad bargain I had joined with us, who also gave^ 
us immense trouble before we got clear of him. I 
allude to Perkins of Curtain-road. He professes 
deep sanctity, and I suppose is a good man, although 
Mr. P. had repeatedly warned me against him and 
Joyce. This man was so exceedingly weak in intellect, 
that he became literally the sport of his two chief 
friends, Messrs. Cheesewright and Parks, but he pro- 
fessed great friendship. He continued with us awhile, 
and then fled wholly to the opposite side, and became 
one of the greatest misrepresenters we ever had, so 
that upon one occasion we were obliged to summon 
thirty persons together to discuss his slanders, and to 
sign a document to the Bethel Union Committee, begging 
they would endeavour to silence him ; but they treated 
us with studied insult, and he went on, until at length 
he served me with a writ ; and, had I not hurried to 
town from Newbury, would have sold off my goods, 
and painfully injured my family. This man belonged 
to the Rev. J. Upton's church ; and a few years ago. 
when I had preached all over London in the summer, 
in the open air, and been at great expense, a few fViends 
n^et together, and I told them I had not only this 
summer's expense in London, but also the minister to 
pay who had been supplying my chapel in Penzance. 
They formed themselves into a Committee, of which 
Lieut. Fabian was secretary, and Mr. Pattison, of 
Finch-lane, Cornhill, was treasurer. They raised a 
few pounds by subscription, and borrowed 20/. of this 
Mr. Perkins, one of their number. Lieut. Fabian, as 
secretary, gave him an acknowledgment for it. When 
it was sent to me I did the same, and also wrote Mr. 
Perkins. I paid it immediately to the Rev. Charles 
Rogers, who had been preaching for me while I was 
labouring to do good among thousands of the vilest 
sinners in London. Mr. Perkins certainly ought to 
have been repaid this money, but the Committee broke 
up, and paid no attention to his repeated demands. 
He threatened to arrest Mr. Pattison, but he treated it 



53 

with indilFerence ; and, after repeatedly writing, he 
threatened me. I sent his letter to Mr. Cheese wright, 
one of the Committee, saying, it was not in my power 
to pay him. I waited on Mr. Pattison, when he 
solemnly declared, that the money ought to have been 
paid, and that he considered Messrs. T. Phillips, J» 
Parks, S. Cheesewright, and others, with himself, and 
all now members of the Bethel Union Committee, were 
as much bound to pay this money as if they had come 
into his house and taken goods out of his shop ; and he 
was ready with his proportion, but the rest should come 
forward also. I sent to Mr. Cheesewright repeatedly, 
but could get nothing done. I sent to Mr. Parks, 
cheesemonger and coal-merchant, of Kingsland-road, 
but he would not take the slightest notice of it« In 
consequence, one evening when I left my house, to go 
down to Billingsgate to preach, I was arrested by a 
sheriff's officer for 13/. ; Mr. Perkins had, it appears, 
received 7L from Mr. Pattison. 

I sent the next day to the attorney, but neither he nor 
Mr. Perkins would listen to any terms but immediate 
payment. TVhile this was negociating I was obliged 
to go down to Newbury and preach for the Society ; 
and on my way back, at Reading, I found a letter, 
saying I must be in London that night, or my goods 
would be sold to pay the debt and costs. I had that 
night to preach at Hammersmith, and the next morning 
was to leave London for Leicestershire at, six o'clock. 
At Hammersmith I met Messrs. Mead and Backler, of 
our Society, begging of me to get Perkins settled with 
ifximediately, as this Christian member of a church, and 
this Christian member of the Bethel Union, at Alderman- 
bury, would hear of nothing but the money. Aflter 
preaching, I went to London and borrowed the money of 
a friend ; and the next day Mr. Mead paid the attorney 
about 17/. debt and costs, which, with other expenses 
connected with this affair, made out 20/., not one penny 
of which I have ever received since. This 1 was 
obliged to pay when my family almost wanted bread, 
lor they had not one farthing to procure it, but from 
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the exertions I was compelled to make. Thus was I 
deserted by six members of the Bethel Union Com- 
mittee, who left me to pay from my family what they 
had solemnly contracted with each other to see dis- 
charged. Let any one put these things together, i>iritlk 
the treatment I met with from Allen, Brown, and 
others of the same body, and I think they will see 
that I have had quite enough to do with this Com- 
mittee long before Dr. Styles commenced his career of 
persecution with them, or the Port of London Society^ 
united to enter upon a crusade of wild annoyance and 
destruction against myself, and those friends I havo 
gathered round me in the Mariners' Church Society. 
I do not mention these things to injure any of tbe 
parties, nor from any angry or malevolent feelings. 
Oh no ! I am now, I bless God, in connexion with 
our well-supported and flourishing Society, quite inde- 
pendent of them all. They are now too low in public 
estimation to excite any feeling but that of pity. X 
want nothing from them, and I am not careful respecting 
any thing they can write, or print, or say about me. 
They may " fight, and rage, and rave," or they may lie 
still, whichever they please, I am willing to bie at 
peace with them, and I dread not how they war. I have 
only one straight forward course to pursue, and that is 
to do my duty in my present station, and leave all 
events to God, I am ready to meet them before any 
twenty-four men in England, as the Magazine of this 
month declares, but not without going into all die 
detail. Some ministers say, " O, there are faults on 
both sides, let us heal it all up." This will not do for 
me. I am a grossly injured man, and nothing will 
satisfy me but going into the full detail of those faults, 
then I will cheerfully bear all my fair share of blame* 
But can any man in his senses think I am to be satisfied 
with Dr. Styles's mode of settling things ?— «*' Good 
people, attend to me ; surely you all know me ; I write 
for this and that, and any thing you please to employ 
me about. Now I, Dr. Styles, of Holland Chapeli 
Brixton, do assure you, upon my word of honour,-* 
and you must not doubt that, — that I have examined, 
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icvestigated« scrutinized, and looked into all thft 
bufiines9, and I do assure you that we are all right, and 
Mr. Smith is all wrong. There, now go home, say no 
iUQre» take my ipse dixity let us have no trial by jtury, — 
my word is quite enough, and that settles all." No, 
no, Doctor, it does not : ^ you have 70/. a year for your 
opinion, and therefore we shall not take it. 

Seriously, however,,! have gone into this review, to 
let it be seen what I had to contend with, and to renund 
myself of that Hand which kindly conducted me through 
all, and brought^ me to this momeni. Surely nothing 
but the grace, and n^^rcy, and po]¥er of God, could 
have helped ipe on, and helped me through all m^ 
difficulties. See what I had undeitakeQ-^a new So^tttj 
in the presence of the Bethel Union and the PoM of 
London Societies. Look at my means — not one penny 
but what I must obtain by hard labour, save the fi^ 
guineas through Mr. Thompson. Observe my colleagues 
— ^half-a-dozen persons, who could dp nothing but help 
with their advice and attendance^ T,h^se were 'Jncked: 
up on the. spur of the occasion, and two of them tiymed 
out to be broken reeds that ''proved, a speaiT."' Loc^. 
at ioiy enemies, headed by AUpn and ^^ers ; . they were; 
lively and mighty; ao that although ^len wqidd oofi 
work hard iJox the cause of God, tl|ey w<>ul4 ^lave 
night and dfy to do me an in^ury^ or to sCiiSe the man- 
child as soon as it was borj^ In these ciireum^tances 
I closed my last week on Blackheath,; in <ihe year 18S5. 
The church wa3 undergoing 'a thorough repair, aad I 
was called off to Liverpool and Hull 4(nniyersaries of 
' Seaioien's l^riend Societies. I spent «very mornpuig. an 
hour or two in solemn prayer on the H^ath during the 
last week. I went over ^l tbe |isrliculaif8j and men^ 
tioned to iny Heavjenly Father all the persons who stood 
opposed to me, as is my general cfitftoA. I prayed 
earnestly for wisdiom. ajaod grace to guide me^ that I 
nught Jiot conqimit myself. I detailed at « ^fono of 
grace all I knevif pf the^ lukewarmness and' apathy^ ofr 
the Port Society and.; the Sethel Union* I asked' tfhe 
Lord if, with such indolence and suckinen^ much oofdd^ 
ever b^ done for the Sailors' cause. I stated to dra& 
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Lord of Hosts all my plans. I inquired of what end. 
I could have in view ; was it possible it could be self^ 
interest, when I made not the slightest provision for 
myself, and all I then thought of was barely my ex- 
penses ? 

As this is my last day of being at Blackheath, Friday^ 
July'4th5 1828, I have left oflP writing to spend some 
time in prayer to God, and in reviewing all the circum- 
stances since I was here in 1825. I desire to record, 
first, that I have abundant cause of recollection con- 
cerning my sins, to induce me to acknowledge before 
God, that I have justly merited at his hands all, and 
infinitely more than all, the trials I have experienced. 
I find myself not only an unprofitable servant, but a 
sinner who deserves nothing but everlasting woe and 
black despair, and who has not one meritorious action 
of his life that ever deserved one crumb of bread, or 
one cup of cold water. All my mercies, temporally 
and spiritually, were, therefore, and still are, the fruit 
of sovereign, free, unmerited, boundless grace, in 
Jesus Christ, my only Lord and Saviour. Secondly, I 
see there was a wonderful propriety in all the way the 
Lord has led me since 1825. It was a painful and 
rough road, yet it was a right road. All my trials were 
necessary to humble me before God, and to let me see 
that I was to get the land not by my own sword, nor by 
my own arm, but it was to be *' thine arm, O God, and 
thy power, because thou hadst a favour towards me." 
" Not by might nor by power, but by thy Spirit, 
O Lord of hosts." Hence every instrument was that 
unto me which he permitted and appointed. The cool- 
ness of my friend Phillips ; the violence of Allen and 
his party; the cautious insinuations of Brown; the 
desertion of Parks ; the indifference of Cheesewright ; 
the folly and rashness of Perkins ; the double-minded- 
ness of Joyce ; the painful ebullitions of Fisher— all 
these were managed, turned, controlled, and overruled, 
and blessed by my gracious covenant-keeping God ; so 
that I now see, " Out of the eater has come forth meat, 
and out of the strong sweetness." " The wrath of man 
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^el\ praise my God, and the remainder of it he will 
Restrain." He so mysteriously and wonderfully over- 
rules the purposes and actions of our fellow-creatures, 
that what they mean for evil, he intends for good, and 
what they design a curse, he makes a blessing. All 
things shall work together for good. He will do all 
things well. Our light afflictions are but for a moment, 
and shall work out good for us. We should look above 
all second causes to God, the great First Cause of all. 
Providence is the government of God ; that government 
extends to our minutest affairs, even the fall of a 
sparrow, and the numbering of the hairs of our head. 
That providence is in the hands of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, and all my times, and all my springs of happi- 
ness and of usefidness, are in the hands of my blessed 
Redeemer. He gave himself, and was given of God 
for me, and how shall he not with him freely give us 
all things? I closed my last week in Blackheath with 
fervent prayer, and many bright hopes of better days 
to the Seamen's cause in London. 

I shall now enter upon a brief review of my time 
since the autumn of 1825. On my return to London, in 
November of this year, I had mercifully and graciously 
recovered my health ; I felt a sensible change on my 
return from Hull to Selby; but at Leeds the deter- 
mination of blood to the head left me, and I began now 
in earnest to work for God. In December the Church 
was ready, and we had it publicly opened." * Here I was 
now in a new situation -~in a most abandoned neigh- 
bourhood, with an empty Church. Three Meeting Houses 
in Ailiffe Street ; two by Commercial Road, Ebenezer 
and ZionChapels ; two about the NewRoad, St. George's, 
and the Rev. Mr. Reid's ; two at Pell Street, and two 
by Ratcliff* Highway. I intended to supply three or 
four weeks, and then leave for Penzance ; for I solemnly 
declare I had not at this time the most distant idea of 
leaving Penzance, and devoting myself entirely to the 
work ; but having entered upon it, I found I must carry 
it on. We had taken a large house, at nearly 100/. per 
annum, rent and taxes ; the Mariners' House and Sea- 
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Book Depository. The Church and expenses wet« 
100/. per annum ; the Church-keeper, pew-opener, and 
one or two agents to go afloat, would be upwards of 
100/. per annum more, and incidental expenses I 
calculated to be about another 100/., and supplies 
(myself and others) at the Mariners' Church at least 
100/. The whole weight of this so rested upon me td 
obtain from the public, that in March, 1826, I was 
obliged to leave London for Penzance (I could not go 
before); and then, notwithstanding the most pressing 
intreaties of my friends there, I saw it to be my duty 
to yield up the Church and salary, and devote myself 
wholly to the work of God among sailors. 

Thus was I compelled into the work in a way I never 
anticipated. I can appeal solemnly to Gofl, that I gave 
up all my dependence upon Penzance for the great 
uncertainties of the Mariners' Church, with all its 
charges and difficulties, and without one man of pro* 
perty to stand by me in the Mariners' Church Society; 
and thus cast myself,^ with a wife and five childresiy 
entirely upon the providence of God, as the Committee 
could not vote me a penny unless I first obtained it, 
and I had no prospect whatever but by great exertion ; 
yet, with all these undeniable facts, it has been the 
constant cry of such men as Brown, Martyn, Dr. Styles^ 
and others, that I have been seeking self-interest and 
worldly aggrandizement, in what I have done. My 
God ! how could those men, in the light of Heaven and 
in the face of day, presume to advance wch glaring 
and awful falsehoods ? Let them fix upon their time ; 
let them choose their place, and I here pledge myself, 
as in the solemn presence of Almighty God, to prove 
that greater untruths were never uttered by the lips of 
pen on this side of the bottomless pit ; and yet they 
are insinuated in the last Report and Speedies of the 
Port Society. 

Our Lord says, Satan " is a liar from the beginning ;" 
what he cumot effect by violence, he endeavours to do 
by falsehood. This I proved during the winter and 
succeeding spring of 1826. The Mariners' Church 
Society was certawly a great undertaking, by a person 
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like myself -with no means at command. I was indeed 
wiell known in London, and hundreds flocked round me 
from all quarters ; yet I had nothing to depend upon 
but the goodness of the cause, and the secret persuasion 
that our God would supply all our needs out of his 
ri<^es in glory by Christ Jesus. Many friends, how- 
ever, had not this faith, and they the rather feared I 
fihoidd ruin myself and tibose around me, and the cause 
In which I was engaged. 

Among those who trembled for me, and, for the 

first time since I had known him, became doubtful 

how far Divine Providence would assist me, was my 

friend Mr. PhiUips, with whom I had still an acquain* 

tance* He one tinOe sat down, land made his calcu* 

lations that the -Society - would cost at least 1200L 

per annum to support it. This he communicated to 

my good friend, Mr. Thompson, who wrote several 

warning tmd afiectionate letters. Unhappily, Allen 

'and Brown got hold of this; they set it going, and, 

in spite of all I could say, persons poured in from aQ 

quarters, declaring, like the relations of the Saviour, 

Aat now i " was beside myself;" Aat it was high tim€ 

friends should appear, and restrain me, for there was 

nothing but ruin befbire me. I believe Mr. Philips's 

motive was real concern for me, but others, under 

the semblance of such a concern, became my violent 

tormentors. O Gk>d! what did I suffer, night and 

day, for two months, with this report. In vain di4 

I reckon up and shew that iwnr utmost expenditure at 

that time would be 700^. per annum, xhey denied 

it, they knew better than I did, and they would have 

it so. I laid this before the Lord, and prayed that 

he would graciously undertake for me. He has done 

so; and what is the result? Why, we have gone on, 

doing Q&j times the work that has ever been done 

before, and the general expenditures in May, 1828, 

were far beyond iwe thousand pounds^ and the receipts 

a kind Providence had sent us were upwards of ninS' 

teen hundred pounds, while the Port of London and,' 

Bethel Union Society last May, with all their united^ 

li^bours, only expended SS2L; if they had done more 
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work, they must have expended more money. The 
^ome Missionary Society is a proof of this. If tliey 
have agents, and do the work, their expenditures 
must necessarily be proportionally large. The two 
Societies united, tell us that all their receipts (see 
Sailor's Magazine for July) for the year are only 831L 
and received only for the School, 1/. Is. Such fstcts 
speak volumes. I ask no more; let the world look 
at these things, and judge between us, after all the 
injury that has been attempted against us through the 
kingdom. Thus my God has brought me out of this 
difficulty, and rescued me from Allen, Brown, &c. 
I write it as matter of history to the praise of the 
glory of his grace, '* whereby he has made me acc^epted 
in the Beloved." In the next attack the Adversary 
inade upon me early in 1826, he selected two other 
agents. C. I had known at Clifton Hot Wells. He 
canle to London. Mr. Phillips sent him to me, and he 
completely overcame us both with fair speech and 
plausible stories. I made him Assistant-Secretary to 
the Mariners' Church Society, and Depository of the 
shop. Here he had rooms to live in, and I introduced 
him to Westley's, in Stationers' Court, to obtain a stock 
of books. He became at last proud and haughty, and 
the Rev. Mr. Jack being in the neighbourhood, look- 
ing out for a birth, he and Crosby became very inti- 
mate. Just at this time, William Angass came to 
England from the continent. He was a very good, 
but a very weak man, and very little accustomed to 
the tricks of London, and the deceptions of English 
society, even in the professing world of the metro- 
polis. Being an old acquaintance, he called upon me, 
and was delighted with the Mariners' Church, and 
" would belp me in every way he could, but would 
never interfere." I proposed his preaching every 
Friday night, and left him in solemn charge of that 
service, when I went down to Penzance in the spring 
of 1826. While I was absent, Angass> C. and 
Jack, became more intimate; the former belonged 
to the Bethel Union Committee, and became a very 
fit tool for Allen and others to work with. I sua* 
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pected C. before I left of h&ving some bad designs, 
and I warned Mr. Davies, an auctioneer and house- 
keeper in Wellclose Square, with whom I had lodged, 
and placed him on his guard as I thought, for I had . 
seen a growing intimacy between these families, and 
Mr« Davies was one of a Provisional Committee I 
had fi>rmed to a Guardian Society for Sailors ; a dock . 
officer, intimate with Mr. D. was another. Angass 
being now completely prejudiced at Aldermanbury, 
joined with C. in a plot to ruin me. C. began by 
the vilest insinuations against me. A friend. Captain 
Paynter, and others, remonstrated. He persisted; 
and declared every thing was going to ruin, and 
he shoidd be involved. He packed up some little 
furniture ; he had sent off all the books he had in the 
shop to .Mr. Davies's house in the square, drove every 
one out of the Mariners' House, tore up the shop in 
every part, closed up the shutters, drew a brush of 
paint over his name, and having locked up all the 
doors, took refuge at Mr. Davies's house. Angass 
got him, after idl this, admitted a member of the 
Bethel Union Committee, and means were adopted to 
force all the tradesmen with their hills upon me, when 
I returned ftom Penzance. It was naturally con- 
cluded I should be unable to meet demands for more 
than 2001, — I must be arrested, and cast into the 
King's Bench Prison. It was expected I should 
be willing to compromise the business ; and if I gave 
up all farther concern with the Mariners' Church, 
Angass would have taken all the responsibility of the 
bills, if I would have gone off from London. He 
would then have thrown the Mariners' Church into 
the Bethel Union: and would have been director- 
in-chief. C. would hav6 got a good birth, Allen 
and Brown would have leapt into Naboth's vineyard, 
and the Rev» Mr. Jack would probably have been 
appointed the minister. This was not all. Allen got 
up some new members to the Committee from Cam- 
berwell, and Angass introduced two resolutions ; one, 
** that no member of their Committee should be a 
member of ours;" and another, that " the Sailor's Ma- 



62 

gazine should be taken from me, aiid that I should be 
turned off as Editor." My God! that there could be 
such wickedness in the heart of man, and that Angass, 
with whom I never had^ an angry word, whom I had 
never offended, nay, whom I had left in a oofnfidentia] 
diarge, should have thus acted; a man whom I had 
recommended to the public in the strongest manner 
possible in tlie Magazine every year. Mr. Thompson 
knew a part of this, and wrote to me. Mr» Phillips 
knew much more, and wrote to me more f\illy. . liis 
letters woidd now cast a light upon many ef Uiese 
things, but they are private correspoadence. While 
all this was doing in London, I had given up all my 
connexion with Penzance, so that I had no£, at this 
moment, a salary of any kind for myself or my &lnily. 
It is very remarkable, that having stopped a day with 
my friend, Mr. Anstey, near Bristol, and another day 
with my friend, Mr. O. Smith, near Bath, and another 
day with some friends at Reading, on my way up to 
town, I had enjoyed an unusual out-pouriag of the 
Spirit of God at each place, so that I believe I niay 
say, with truth, I had devoted more than three hours 
at each place to secret prayer with God. . Oa ray 
arrival, I found things as I have described in my book, 
called Aldermanhury ; and the results I have also 
detailed there. I have only, in addition, to Say, C. 
was upheld by Allen, and supported by Angasa^ so 
that we could do nothing with him. WesUey was 
obliged to employ legal means to get his books. We 
called large meetings, and passed strong, resolutions; 
but we never could get any final settlement with him, 
and he would not meet us. Joyce declared " he had 
acted as a rogue," and offered to prove it.. He wrote 
to Allen about it, but they hushed it all up in the 
Committee of the Bethel Union, and retained fahn 
under their wing. Their scheities, however, wefe alh 
blasted, and, themselves, by the good providence of 
God, thrown into the utmost confiision. . Captain 
Paynter felt so i|[|dignant at C, and the "whole 
of them, especially the doek officer at Mr. Daviea's 
in the Square, that he sotight him out, and had a 
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long discussion with bim, tmtil, at length, they fought 
desperately in Mr. Davies's parlour. I was grieved 
to hear of this, but> could not prevent it. 

Angass, I i^uld h*pe, has lately seen his error, 
although he did me immense injury in the country 
after £is, and I was surprised to find had travelled to 
lieicestear with fictitious cards. I hear of him now 
sometimes in the eoimtry, but I should think he is 
quiet. His brother in London is a most respectable 
and pious. man, and under his advice I quietly with- 
drew from the Bethel Union, and received a letter 
and vote of thanks from them. The Lord forgive all 
my adversaries here ; they had very nearly ruined me 
indeed. They thrust sore at me, but the Lord helped 
me ; and, blessed be God, here I am a monument of 
his mercy, and his grace, to this day. 

I shall only now advert to one topic more, namely, 
the combined opposition of 1S27 : we have seen what 
1826 did, and we have now to look at Satan's next 
attack. The May Meetings of 18£6 rang with my 
afiSurs in the Bethel Union ; and on board the Floating 
Chapel, after public service, the Rev. H. Trewhella 
informed me that the Rev. Mr. P. of Kingsland 
stood, up and made a wonderful speech, to the effect 
that '' Smith was thrown overboard, and now both 
Societies would unite, the Magazine would be there, 
and they should do wonders." 

During all these- affairs the Port of London Society 
looked on,.and:whei!i the waf was over hoped .to reap 
the spoil* Th^ had long looked with an eager eye at 
the Magazine and the Bediel Flag, things that first 
they rejected with disdain ; but finding their popularity, 
they would gladly have them. Indeed the circum- 
stances of the Port of LiHidon Society were such that 
something now must be done to save it. An union 
was therefore proposed, and Allen, who was. Lord in 
chief in the Bediel Unioii Committee, foolishly thought 
he should be the same in the united committee ; but he 
forgot that there was One then on the throne much 
greater than himself, and that where R. H. Martyn 
and his immediate adherents were, power would only 
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turn one way. An union was at length effected, and 
with all the united strength of the parties, war the 
most desperate was declared against our Society* 
Seeing all this, we were driven to the most extraordi- 
nary exertions in mere self-defence, and the result has 
been we have travelled nearly all through the kingdom, 
established auxiliary or branch Societies in almost all 
large towns ; we have thousands who pray for us, and 
who advocate our cause. Friends are daily increasing ; 
agents are all at work; and the business is going 
on in such a way that the United Societies now appear 
before the public even smaller than the Mariners* 
Church Society was two years ago, while we circulate 
of two magazines full five thousand a month. What 
hath God wrought ! the stone which the builders 
refused is now become the head stone of the corner. 
This is indeed the Lord's doings, and it is marvellous 
in our eyes ; while a secretary of the Port of London 
and Bethel Union Society has publicly come forward 
at our last Aniversary, to prevent evil designs and to ad- 
vocate our proceedings. This brings me to the point 
at which I aimed in the commencement of this work. I 
wanted to contrast my circumstances now at Blackheath, 
in July, 1828, with what they were in July, 1825. 

As it respects pecuniary matters, we are precisely 
now as we were before ; that is, daily dependant upon 
the kind hand of God, from day to day. 

How wonderfully has Jehovah set his seal upon the 
institution, and blessed it. We have a committee of 
peaceable and well-disposed men, who meet every 
week, in smaller or larger numbers, to examine all 
accounts, and arrange the business of the Society, with 
a secretary, who is always on the spot. We have large 
boys' and girls' day schools, loan libraries, reading 
rooms, and a shop of considerable business connected 
with the institution. Our stations, our agents, and 
our auxiliaries are exceedingly numerous; our op« 
portunities of usefulness are most abundant, and we 
only want more means, and more agents, to render 
it one of the greatest, as it is now one of the most 
useful societies in the world. 
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I will not attempt to institute a comparison, — the 
thing would be ridiculous. I would only say, let us 
bold on what we have got, and do as much more as 
possible. I must refer to the monthly magazines — 
the Soldier's, and the New Sailor's — for more complete 
information as to our present enlarged sphere. I look 
back with gratitude indeed to God : it is all his work ; 
and to him be all the glory« My time is now nearly 
sxpired here ; I come down on Sunday night after 
preaching. Praise the Lord, he has blessed the air 
and exercise to me, so that. I feel much better. I went 
up to town on Thursday afternoon, and had a noble 
meeting of twelve soldiers engaged in prayer at Eden 
Chapel, Hampstead Road. I went down to the Nore 
with nearly 500 persons on board on Wednesday. 
Five of us preached on board, and prayed with the 
people. 

I am now, Friday, going to town to preach at 
Billingsgate this evening, and return afterwards. To- 
morrow morning I expect to leave here for the Mar- 
gate Steam Packet, as I expect to devote next Lord's 
£>ay to Margate and Ramsgate for the Society. I 
praise my God for his kindness, in granting me so 
quick a recovery as to enable me to proceed on my 
business, as the time comes round, and I pray for his 
blessings still to attend us. Mr. Thompson has bound 
me down to keep the peace, and so I will ; but when 
I see what the Port of London Society has sent forth to 
the world this very month, I must write and publish in 
our own defence. 

Could any person have supposed we should have 
had the following publil^hed by the Port of London 
and Bethel Union Society in July, 1828 ? I shall throw 
the obnoxious parts into capitals, as they are aimed 
against us in a most remarkable manner. 

<< Your Committee would fail in their duty to the cause of 
which you are the benevolent supporters, did they not inform 
yon that the sphere of your Magazine ha:$ been considerably 
contracted BY THE UNWORTHY EFFORTS OF A RIVAL 
PUBLICATION, IN WHOSE PAGES THE LABOURS 
OF THIS SOCIETY AND ITS PERIODICAL MISCEL- 
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LANY HAVE BEEN MOST SHAMEFULLY TRADUCED 
AND DEPRECIATED. As the advocate of the best in- 
terests of Seameq,^it ought to be recommended and circu- 
lated with the greatest ardour and diligence. THUS 'WILL 
A DISABUSED PUBLIC BE ABLB TO JUDGE for 
themselves, and to decide on the merits of a work which has 
been so grossly calumniated.*' 

« THE AGGRANDIZEMENT OF INDlVmUALS, THE 
GRATIFICATION OF PERSONAL VANITY, THE CIR- 
CULATION OF CALUMNY, FOR THE PURPOSE 01 
DIVERTING FROM THEIR PROPER CHANNELS THE 
FUNDS of other and similar Institutions, have formed no pan 
of the history of the Port of London and Bethel Unioi 
Society." 

Respecting aigents and troublesome men, I have 
learnt so many painful lessons, as by God's grace will 
place me greatly on my guard. I do not expect to 
find perfection in every man, as I know I am very tu 
from it myself; but having a kind of superintendLance 
of the present Society, which my long standing in 
the work, my deep experience and my labours, as 
well as the kind-heartedness of friends may con- 
sider I am entitled to, I am determined, in the 
strength of God, never more to be harrassed with in- 
dolent, weak-minded, incompetent, malignant, or dan- 
gerous persons ; for as soon as I can ascertain that any 
one possesses more qualifications for mischief, I shall 
feel it my duty to withdraw my confidence from him: 
and without dictating to others, I must be allowed 
personally to cease acting with such a one. This I 
have done in some instances already, and I find it by 
far the beat way. The Port of London Society is 
hampered as I have been; but if they could haTe 
shaken off, years ago, some persons who are neither 
a blessing or a credit to them, they would not be re- 
duced and plagued as they now are. 

To purge out the old leaven is the best way to be- 
come a new lump. I would bear with almost any 
thing from any one who will join me in active perse- 
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vering labour to promote the great cause I have in 
view ; but without this prime qualification any other 
talents would be totally useless. We have neither 
funds nor inclination to support or countenance any 
one whose hearty and soul, and life, are not wholly de- 
voted to Christ and the cause in which we are engaged. 
Pursuing such a course as this, we find every thing 
prosper. This is really a most extraordinary fact ; so 
that I am now, in common with our agents, so over- 
whelmed with extensive labour, and so cheered with 
most extensive openings in Divine Providence, that I 
see no end to the vast sphere of usefulness which is 
daily expanding before me and inviting our prosperous 
advance. 

I had intended to have closed this Pamphlet with 
an account of the letter sent to the Rev. Mr. Marks, 
and his kind and generous conduct in consequence, 
but, since this was written. Dr. Styles and his friends 
have come forward in such a threatening way, and a 
book is announced called " An Appeal," that ihey say 
is to produce the most extraordinary consequences, so 
that I think it prudent to close here, and wait for the 
execution of this dreadful menace, as I suppose Satan 
and his agents have not yet done with me. 
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DREADFUL CATASTROPHE. 



Thursday, Fe». 28, 189e. 

I WAS sittiog alone in the Mariners' Church, Well- 
close-square^, which is not more than one hundred 
yards from the Brunswick Theatre-, at hal^)ast eleven 
o*clo'ck yesterday morning ; some of our Agents of the 
British and Foreign Seamen's Friend Society saw the 
crash from the back windows of the Mariners' House, 
when two of theni ran over td the Church, and knocked 
for me to come out. I came over immediately, and, 
conceiving . it to be my duty to prove that I was 
humanely concerned for the bodies of my fellow- 
creatures^ as well bs religiously interested in the sal- 
vation of their immortal souls, I ran up Grace*s Alley, 
and in a moment was in Wells-street. Thd scene was 
tremendously awful. The whole of this immense pile 
of building, which had resounded a minute before with 
the preparations for amusement and gaiety, was now 
a heap of ruins, destruction and death, — the neighbor- 
hood ill the utmost alarm and terror, running they 
knew not whither, for the fall was like the shock of ati 
earthquake. 

I rushed through the street, and, the, brewer's dray 
first appeared in front oi the Theatre,' with the horses 
killed. I ran to the door to see if any one was alive 
and I could render assistance. A few persons pressed 
towards me and cried out, '' Mr. Smith, here's a ouin 
alive.** He had fallen Justin the passage; 1 called on 
those around to help directly, which they did with all 
promptitude,andin an instant removed a few loose planks, 
when we found a man partly sitting, but alive, and a 
very heavy man on his face, lying across the lap of the 
first, whose life was thus saved ; he was buried to his 



Joios. My altention wfts next attraqled by % well- 
dressed person aad a lady, partly covered with blodd, 
iiastening from the centre of the Theatre over the ruins ' 
to the door-way : we made way for them, and, thinkiaff 
there might be more» I olimbed a heap of rubbish and 
a wreck of ttmbery and stood on a floor that was on a 
line with the portioo tover the front door. Some men 
did the same, and Toshed in to help any that might be 
alive: a man mud woman soon appeared, and vre 
raised Ihem up from the low oeatre of the mhis, to our 
standing place. tVheir terror wa9 extreme : I pressed 
them 'to sit down a moment amil we got the nutn out 
below. The female sat for near a minute, but tremiblefl 
in so alavming a way, that I called out to the vlento 
make a laae, asd pass her dovi^ the rubbish, and oikt 
at the door-way ; welisoded her dawn ^to them, and 
^abe mms safely oavried enray. Seeing some sailois 
nimiiBg «p the etreet, I stood on the wall sear the 
potlieo,'4iira called oiit opoa them and olhera lo eom« 
up and help im lo eave the people. They came kasM^ 
dmtely, and were «f siagniar iservice. Mr. ^Sai^geat, 
agent of our Asyfom for disMased sailoie, 'ia |%ok- 
slreet, ran to our «id wilh siboilttwenty sailers. Mr. 
Mead, one of mw secretaries, was aeartne, so^that i 
oouU now assuBse something li)ce a comtnaad, sad 
biiiig things into some -little order. H«ving b^n «&• 
customed to commaad in (he navy in thne of %^^^ 
danger, 4his was, of course, less difficult to me now. 
While cheering the men to work «way ajepd eiftfieatie 
ihe man who sat earnestly looking towards mb ^h 
the dead man upon hhh, ( 4aw a deafh-like female 
figure bursting firom the further ead of the l-iiitts, filled 
with horror, and not knowing what to do ; sonse meh 
ran to her, to help her over the tuios, and br6ught heV 
lo the edge of the flosr near the wall of the portico; 
I raised her up on th^ 4oor, the people still di|^- 
ging in the bole by the door-way to Yelease the poor 
labourers, lest the ruias Should fall on them. She sed 
down a minute : her hair was dishev^ll6d> her appaitil 
variously torn, the side of her fatte covered with blood, 
and she supported her head agaliiit my ttrra ustil I 



could get a clear passage for her to pass ; she cried oaC, 
* Oh, do let me go ; oh, send soDoe 6ne to my sister*9, 
to say Vm alive, oh, how grateful I ought to be that 
my life is preserved !'' I said, '* Yes, it is a mercy 
indeed ; you will have to thank Crod for it as 1od|^ as 
you live ; yod would not die in a Theatre of all other 
places,— I hope you will obtain some other mode of 
iife^ Its a wonder to roe how you could have been 
spared, — bless God for it/' She grew faint, and I 
called out to the men below to stop digging, and form 
a lane to hand her along. I handed her down to tbem, 
who conducted themselves with the strictest delicacy. 
I was pleased to see this, in such a mixed multitude, 
and, being known to most of them, it was gratifying to 
them that I noticed it with approbation, Nevor waa I 
more convinced in my life of what I have long believed, 
that any crowd of people, even in London, upon any 
proper business, may be managed by kindness and 
persuasion, and influenced to do almost any act of 
Kindness. Finding the men were working well for the 
two bodies before me, I hastened over the ruins to the 
oack part of the Theatre, where some faint noise was 
Vieard. Here, uuder the stage boxes, in a hole, half 
buried with rubbish, we found a woman alive ; some 
taieh immediately crept in to her, and I got down to 
* cheer them on and ascertain if they wanted more hands. 
I spoke to the woman, and begged her to be patient, 
«ps I had no doubt we should be able to clear her. 
Near this place, a man discovered a hand, and I im- 
mediately ordei/ed two parties of sailors aud labourers 
to work on this spot. A person came over the ruins, 
who knew the 'several parts of the Theatre, and said* 
*^ there must be some bodies near the dressing voonu** 
** Several,*' he added, '' were on the stage, as it was a 
rehearsal, and a full attendance of performers. Messrs. 
Maurice and Garruthers, the proprietors, were on the 
stage. Mr. Maurice had just said to the master of the 
band, ' We must get up Guy Mannering against 
Monday.' At that moment the roof fell, aad a 
general rush followed.'' I begged he would look 
down to the woman alive: be did so, and knew 



Iter directly. We picked op bow several hand baskets 
with bread and bam, for a luncb, and some reticules 
and pocket handkerchiefs of the female performers. 
An arm was now visible, and the side of a face com- 
pletely flattened. The won^an alive was happily and 
mercifully rescued : and having got her to the mins 
near the boxes, I lifted her up by one arm, while the 
men supported her by the other : in this way we bore 
her across the heap^of ruins to the wall near the portico, 
where she stood a moment to adjust her clothing ; she 
was an elderly woman : .a workman hastened up who 
knew her, — she eagerly enquired for her husband— the 
man burst into tears. Having admonished her to thank 
God, for her deliverance — to praise him as long as she 
lived, and seek to glorify him for his wonderful mercies, 
I called to the men to stand near me and receive her, 
and she was carefully conveyed out into the street — I 
then returned to the ruins over the dressing room, and 
urged the men to go on digging. 

The body of a female soon appeared, in a partly 

sitting posture, but her face crushed to the ground ; 

we attempted to move her ; every hpne in her body 

was broken ; I got down -to see what held her legs ; 

we removed the timber, and called for a shutter, and a 

sheet to lay over her. A bolt of packing cloth was 

found, and cut up for a covering, A stout man had 

)ier laid over his shoulder — we covered her over, she 

was not fit to be seen. I went with him to the flooring 

on the wall over the portico, whence, by means of a 

ladder, we got him decently and carefufly to descend 

with the body, assisted by some firemen, who came up 

and very kindly helped him. i3n my return, another 

female had been discovered, in a stage dress, lying on 

her back ; she was quite dead, — every bone was broken, 

aud a sad spectacle. I hastened to the flooring, got 

two ropes as a sort of man ropes, made fast to some 

upright pieces of timber, and then carried over the head 

of the ladder, and made fast at the foot; by these the 

men gradually pulled themselves up. I called the 

firemen of the County Fire Oflice to come up and re* 

ceive the shutter;.! then made a rope fast round tb^ 



body and the shutter, to prevent it rolling off. In this 
Wftjr, with great delicacy and quietness, the body was 
conveyed down. On my return to the spot, a mao 
was found on his face quite dead« almost crushed to 
pieces, part of his entrails out. I urged the people oo. 
and they cleared every thing away» and extricateo 
him ; a shutter was brought, he was covered over, and 
conveyed to the wall, the men raisins themselves up 
by the man ropes, as before. I oalled the firemen up 
again, and, having made a rope fast round the body 
and shutter as b^ore^ I gently lowered it down into 
the street. 

My attention was now directed to a faint noise. I 
called for silence. A voice was heard, and, to my 
great astonishment, it was under the heap of rubbish 
and timber over which we had been working, and con- 
ducted the rescued over the stage door. I hastened 
dowoy. and for some time all was confusion, as the 
crowd had now immensely increased. Every one was 
advising the best way, as he thought, of getlinff .the 
poor man out. I entreated silence, and begged to know 
the position of the man, in order to see where he was, 
as well as I possibly could. 

Some rubbish was dug away under our feet, and 
his shoes were visible. I now called out to the people 
over him to proceed in removing the timber, and the 
people below to go on excavating the ground, and we 
soon made a hole and sunk it below his legs. I got 
down, and seeing an immense beam over him, it struck 
me we could clear away the timber, and haul him out 
from under the whole pile of ruins which I thought 
was borne up by some beams. I called out to the 
man, as I stooped down to examine his position, and 
begged him to lay perfectly still, Saying I hoped we 
should soon release nim. 1 attempted to move part of 
a plank that pressed against his leg. He cried out in 
agony, "Ob, there is a nail in that plank right through 
my thigh;'* still I thought it could be moved, and a 
large piece of timber sawn off that was over him, as 
some Doards had their ends sticking out from under 
the beams that were above him. We got ropes down 



to those ends, and called on the people above to bani 
up on them, and tty to raise and support the whole for 
a m6ment : they did so, and a fireman of the Conner 
Fire Ofiice now Jumped down with a saw, add cut off 
the cross piece of timber over the fnan. Happily, we 
succeeded, and eot it off his legs so as to lay one oveV 
another, I called to him not to move, but to let the 
people gradually draw him out, feet foremost, which 
they did, and, to my great surprise and gratification, t 
had the pleasure to see him brought out alive IVoiii 
under a pile of ruins of many tons weight that still r^ 
mained, and the enjoyment of helping to bear him to a 
shutter, on which he was placed and carried away, 
as the fright and pressure had loft him too feeble to 
stand. 1 had lonv been accustomed to Ubour as ao 
humble instrument m the hands of a gracious God io 
save immortal souls, but here 1 was labourhig to save 
bodies. I confess, such a glow of gratitude to God 
for the honour of rescuing a feltow-creatur^ froim de- 
struction, ran through my frame, as I let go the shutter 
and returned to the ruins, as no words can express. I 
was thankful that I felt calm and collected, and that 
every man did bis utmost to save life wherever it could 
be found. We now ranged over the ruins, every ofie 
crying out, hark !-^I think I hear a vojce — there wa«] 
s^omeOiing In the momentary pause which humcitiity 
dictated, and in the silent suspense of such an instant, 
afliidst the immense ruins ot the Theatre, that was 
iilexbressibly awful. A centlemart now joined lis, from 
the Bt. Catherine's Docks, with a party of about 60 or 
100 meU, who immediately went to work, removing 
the rubbish under his superintendence ; Mr. Gough, 
the surveyor, came also. It was concluded, at first, 
that the timber and rubbish should be removed from 
one part over the stage. The gentleman from St. Ca- 
therine's called out to me to send for blacksmiths ; I 
applied to the police officers, and others around me ; 
but the question returned was, ** Who is to become 
responsible and pscy them?' I could find no one who 
would give the order, until Mr. Gough, seeing the abf 
solute necessity of blacksmiths, to separate portions of 
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the iron roof, came himself to look after it, telling me 
he would send some. A cry was now made about the 

§as being likely to ignite. I sent a fireman imme- 
iately to inquire what company laid on the gas, and 
soon afterwards learnt the pipe had been cut off and 
plugged up. A respectable young man, of the Jew- 
ish persuasion, came to me and continued very use- 
fully employed among the men, as did many of 
the congregation who . attend the Mariners* Church. 
A gentleman suggested that it would not be wise 
to move the timber from one part of the Theatre to 
another, but throw it all into the street, as any re- 
maining bodies would soon be discovered. He 
begged I would address the different working parties, 
and press *this upon them ; I did so, and five different 
ranks of men ^ere formed, who passed along timber, 
bricks, &c. to the wall of the portico, from whence 
they were thrown into the ' street. Mr. Sarganty an 
agent for distressed sailors, superintended one party ; 
Mr. Mead, our recording secretary, attended another; 
three gentlemen from St. Catherine's Docks others; 
and I stood on the wall giving general directions, and 
urging the workmen .to labour. The street was sooo 
covered with the police and constables, and soldiers 
from the Tower kept the crowds off. The men were so 
exhausted by four o'clock, that I was obliged to order 
them half-a-pint of beer a man. Trewella, our church- 
keeper, took the ma;iagement of this, and, of course, 
I did it at my own responsibility. I felt quite ex- 
hausted myself but would not take anything UDtii I 
could leave the place under competent direction. Mr. 
Maurice, one of the proprietors, I now learnt, was 
killed ; his body was dug out at my feet. A gentleman 
present having seen a boot as the men dug, cried out, 
'* It is Mr. Maurice." The other proprietor was 
severely, wounded, I learnt. The workmen were in 
such a state of alarm and terror, that there was really 
no person belonging to the property, or connected with 
the concern to give any kind of superintend ance, or 
take any management. I felt it a duty, therefore, 
to continue urging the men still to work in remoTing 



9 

the timber and rubbish, and to listen if they coold hear 
any sound. The workmen gathered^ round me to re- 
ceive their tools, as they were thrown up. Seventeen 
of them, they said, were saved by standing on the 
winding staircase that still remained in the sOUth-west 
corner. A police officer said he was in the pit two 
minutes before the roof fell, ivhen he recollected he 
had promised to plant a grape-vine for his sister. He 
ran out to do this, and thus his life was preserved. 
Many other circumstances of this kind were detailed 
around me. A gentleman came up the ladder, sayings 
" Sir, as you seem to possess a great deal of iofluenoe 
here, will you direct the men to clear away the pave- 
ment, as I am persuaded there must be some bodies 
here.*' I did so. About five o*elock, a gentleman 
came from the St. Catharine's Docks, who immediately 
sent for more clerks, with meii and baskets, and took 
the whole management of the business upon himself. 
I was much pleased at this, and went down among 
the ruins to him, saying, that as he had now assumed 
the general direction, perhaps we had best withdraw 
our men, but he begsed they would still continue to 
work. At six o'clock, seeing no immediate prospect 
of other bodies being found, 1 came down and returned 
home to dinner. Mr. Sargent followed, with a person 
who begged that the piles of timber might be removed 
into the ground around th^ Mariners' Church. I told 
him, by all means, and directed his party of sailors to 
assist in removing it until the high constable found a 
more suitable place iii a yard of Wells-street. 

At seven o*olock I returned to the ruins— another 
body was beins dug out in the street. A gentleman 
begged 1 would urge the St. Catharine's Dock agents 
to search for a body near the green-room. 1 went 
accordingly, and continued there until nine o'clock, 
urging the men to work. They had to cut up and 
remove about twenty large scenes in frames, painted, 
on canvass, until they reached what appefl^red to l>e a 
sofa, but turned out to be two crimson-bottomed chairs. 
We had now nearly cleared the green-room and an 
adjoining roomi in which was a piano-forte, but could 
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'find .no dead body in either, nor hear the faintest 
whisper of sound from any quarter beneath. I now 
gare up the search and went home, completely fatigued 
and exhausted with the labours in which 1 had en- 
gaged, and the scenes I had witnessed. At first 1 
uiQught of being bled, bit finding that a strong palpi- 
tatidn of the heart became tranquillized by two hours' 
rest, 1 declined it; and 1 bless God this morning I fdt 
no other effects but extreme weariness and deep 
melandioly from the awful loss of life. It cannot be 
lycpected that a Theatre is a place in which a Minister 
of theiSospel can take delight, and he will not be ex- 
pected to defend it That now destroyed, it was- long 
feared would have been fatal to the morals of thott- 
sands ; in a neighbourhood, too densely populated, 
and too mightily depraved, not to attract the attention 
of every thinking man in the metropolis. This is not, 
however, the place to dwdl upon the subject^ tilthongli 
it is one I shall not lose sight of^ believing it still to & 
mv duty. Whatever objections I might have had lo 
what I conscientiously believe to be a great evil, yet I 
FMoice and thank God that Iliave had an opportunity 
of convipcing the public how necessary I consider it is 
to distinguish between «m.and the sinner, — while we 
should abhor the one, I conceive it our bounden doty 
to do every thing that humanity and relieion can dictate 
for the other. In what I have been able to do, I have 
done no more than was my duty, and I should feel my- 
self at all times bound to call into active service all our 
agents and resources in the cause of humanity, at any 
time, in all parts of the immediate neighbourhood. 
Most deeply do 1 lament the death of Mr. Maurice, 
■oder the very painful circumstinces in which he died| 
and the more so, because I was some weeks ago called 
into his comptLny, when we had a strong discussion on 
the subject of the Theatre together. 

Xbis is not, however, a time to ^uig such a subject 
fSorward. What most unfeignedlv aflfects my heart is 
the lives lost in a playhouse, where, I believe, very 
few persons would choose to die if they had a choice. 
A place evidently devoted to far other themes than 
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the iin{M>rtaoce of time, the solemnity of death, aid 
the tremeDdous consequences of a day of judgpnent/ 
when eyery man must give an account of himself tO' 
God of the deeds dofie in the body, whether good or 
bad. It certainly struck me when removing the wreck 
of canvasB-painted scenes, that far other doctrines 
would have been inculcated in the Brunswick Theatre 
than those taught by our Lord Jesus Christ, when be 
said " Ye must be born again," '* Except a roan be' 
born again he cannot enter the kingdom of heaveti,*' 
and '* Except ye repent ye shall all likewise perish/* 
and ** If ye die in your sins ye cannot be saved." 
And I could not but remember, when working aboot 
the ruins, and the dead' bodies, that so extraordinary^ 
had been the haste to put up this Theatre, that even 
the holy day of God, the hallowed Sabbath, had been 
violated, and the sound of labour heard within the- 
walls for some Sabbaths of late. Nor could I forget 
that after hearing repeatedly of this lamented profa- 
nation of the Lord*s day — last Sunday I had observed 
from my back window, the Theatre, at eleven o'clock,' 
brilliantly lighted up with gas, as for an evening's pe»- 
forraance. *' Whoever, in the history of the world, 
hardened his heart against God and prospered Y' — JEk 
jealous God. ** God is not mocked ; whatst^ver 
a man soweth that shall he also reap,'' is the deela* 
ration of holy writ. But in the midst of judgment God 
has remembered mercy — all are not dead — all are 
not killed. Two men were in the Theatre, one is 
taken, the other left. Had it happened on Monday 
night, how many more must have perished ! The fol- 
lowing is the advertisement for the evening's per* 
formance of yesterday when the Theatre fell. . 

NEW ROYAL BRUNSWICK THEATRE 

Will continue open every Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, and 

Saturday during Lent. 
The following Entertainments having been received with 
unbounded applause by crowded audiences, will be repeated 
THIS EVENING, and on Saturday :--A romantic Melodrama, 
in three Acts, called THE MERMAIDEN'S WELL. A new 
ballet, called THE HAPPY RETURN. To conclude with , 
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a new musical Entertainment, called AN UNCLB TOO 
MANY. Doors to be opened at six o'clock; to commenoe 
a,t a quarter before seven. 

Had the Almighty therefore permitted the roof to 
continue until eight o clock at night, when the house 
would probably have been filled, (as hundreds said 
they were going there,) perhaps one thousand immortal 
souls would suddenly have been launched, unprepared 
by an interest in the precious blood and all-sufficient 
righteousness of- the Lord Jesus Christ, into an eternal 
world. God is, therefore, to be gloritied in his great 
mercy and goodness. His warning will be heard, but 
it is a mercifuK one. The prophet says, ** Shall there 
be an evil in the city and the Lord has not done it T 
and another scripture says, " The Lord's voice crieth 
unto the city.'' The voice of the Lord is powerful, — 
may those who are in their graves of folly and sin 
hear it, and seek the Lord while he may be found, and 
call upon him while he is near. 

If any should be disposed to hug themselves in 
fancied security, and think how much better they are 
than the people who have been killed in the Brunswick 
Theatre, 1 would remind them of the wurds of Jesu:», 
when some '* told him of eighteen persons on whom 
THE Tower of Silo am fell:" He said, ** 2%ink ye 
that they were greater shmers than all men that dwell 
at Jerusalem? itell yoj. Nay, hvt Except ye repent, 

YE SHALL ALL LIKEWISE PERISH." 

February 29, 1828. 
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Ths very alarming circumstance which still continues 
to agitate and dtUke v j^ t U ia ^' t iyA l y ^ populated neighbour* 
hood, induces me again to resume the subject, and add 
some farther details. On Thursday evening, Mr. 
Hardwicky from St. Catherine's Dock, as I have al- 
ready observ«d» ; came up with a party of men^ and 
Hftdeitckik Id ;sg^e diM(9KM» 't^sp^dtvlg the rofiKk I 
was heartily rejoiced at this, as I had been for some 
hours necessitated to superintend the removal of the 
ruins, in order to see if there were any bodies of the 
"linhappy sufferers. 

One, it appears, wass fouad "duribg ibe^aight, and one 
has been dug out since. The magistrates of the dis- 
trict have certainly exerted themselves with most com- 
mendable promptitude and alacrity, to prevent intrusion 
upon the workmen, to guard the property of the neigh- 
bourhood, and to preserve the peace generally. The 
officers ancl soldiers ^rom the Tower bttve also^een of 
singular serlH^, in aid of 4he civil nutfaimties ; and, 
upon the whole, Wellclose-square, and the immediate 
vicinity of this awful calamity, have been preserved in 
a state of comparative tranquillity,' far beyond what 
might have been expected from sp extensive a disaster. 
Yesterday afternoon*! bad an opportunity of seeing 
all the bodies that were then found. Their appear- 
aJice was'fH^htfbl in the eltreibe. Mr. Afounce famd 
a considerable OMtiti tbe forehead, and must, I appre- 
hend, have been orushed down upoi\.a t^harp stone. 1 
should suppose he must havebeen forced off the stage 
into the street, n^ the wall at the end nearest to the 



IxMMlon Docks; burst out m, bw doyrtk sft ike ttage^ 
and the stage floor^ it appears, was oa- a Utrel witb Iba 
portico over tha dootway. Hia daatb ia tnilyiDe|a»^ 
eholy aad- distressing, rrom tho slight knowledge I 
had of him, he afipears to bare been aperaon of eonst* 
derable eae«gy,and psmarkable perseveraooei Having 
embi^rked! i« tbi» specula^ioo, his whole en^rgiee appear 
to have been ^evoled to it in a nvost eatra6nMnary. 
manner) and if he- and the other gentfoman nsoprielor 
were> as I suppose they mast have baea, tK ardent 
prrndpale i» this- ceacem^ they hftve. pished il for^ 
ward wvth w degMie of v^oar that mdieat9d the 
amazing devoasdness* of: their avmda to tbieohject^ asn4 
with such hairte aa n now- deeply^ to be regrattsdt 
M i^ Jkf aurioe seems to har^ bebu': determined that 
every exertion that tradeansen and Meohanies couki 
posMbly rnako^ shoi^ld be mada loi the utmost fst^nl, 
that the house Might be open thia wmtev^ 

In eonsequeqcoy we ha)re been peifeotly aarpriaed 
every we«^k in tlws^ 0sigbb<>urhoo<l> So see tlie maimer 
in whiph tde building wms ^ rua iw/f; BvssypeMonoitbe 
most ordinary jvdtomentooncMed this wan npjodieioa^ 
afid' dangeiioas ; and' that such ar building oouid'nel ataacl 
very long. W^ bavie. been e^puUly surprised to see pla>< 
cards at diiferent times anneiuDoiBg the' opening of thin 
Theatre, when- it was obvious to eviery passing stranger 
that the thing waft, impossible, as the intefior was still 
iflsepara and utteriy utffitfor any assemblave of persons 
tm any occasion but mere labouv« This, howaver^^ sufii*- 
oieatly' iadveated the iotensity of mind with wbidi thin 
aftv^ect was pursued, and the determination to go to the 
utmost stretoh of human nerves and exertion in order 
to accom^ish the design. A fisw* week^ since it waa 
again announced for opening, and such exertions were 
made as evidenced W detertnioation^ ^ actually bring 
ttie public together at this time, a«d commence per* 
formances in 3iis buildiiiff. We behehl with astonish^ 
ment the ama^ng rapidity with which every thing 
proceeded. I could not leave my bedchamber in 
the morning, or ascend ita^ UIght, wilbou* -observing 
this; nor could any pereen cfoss from WelUstiiset-into 



the Square, or froni the Square into Wdi«8treet,withoaC 
perceiving it. As the time drew nigh, the sound of 
preparation grew louder and louder. The performers, 
it appears, were drawn around Weliclose-square to 
different residences* The tradesmen were hastened 
forward with every possible stimulus; and so sur- 
prising was the general activity, that I could not help ob- 
serving to one of our secretaries, after passing and sur- 
veying the exterior of the Theatre last W ednesdayafier- 
noon,''How wonderfulitis to mark the superior influence 
of things that relate to] this world on the human mind, 
to things which respect spiritual, religious, and eternal 
objects. Look at this building ;^->here are persons who 
Will expend an immense sum of money|(perhaps twenty 
thousand pounds at least) ; thev will rise up early, late 
take rest, and eat the bread of carefulness ; diey will 
display. the most surprising ener^ieir, and the most 
extraordinary perseverance on an mimensely extended 
scale — and rar what ? For a business perfectly specu- 
lative — all uncertainty. It may answer, or it may not. 
It is at the utmost quite a speculation ; still they will 
spare no pains, regret no sacrifices, nor hesitate for a 
moment at any exertions to accomplish the object they 
have in view. On the other hand, look at religion, and 
tlie exertions necessary to advance the salvation ef 

frecious and immortal souls, and the glory of God. 
[ere in this work all h certainty and assurance. 
Here men have the exceeding great and precious pro- 
mises of God to encourage, to stimulate, and to urge 
them forward in the path of duty — yet how very few 
will venture on them ! Where are the men in Lon<]on, 
that, for the sake of the kingdom of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, will lay out so much money as that Theatre has 
cost — will devote so much time as the Proprietors 
have, or will display half as much energy and indefa- 
tigable perseverance as they have ? — yet the work of 
God is no speculation. "In due season we shall 
reap.'' " Our labour is not in vain in the Lord." Oh 
let us learn a lesson of ardent labour, unshaken con* 
fidence, and unhesitating perseverance from this build- 
ng, that we may be always abounding in the work of 



the Lord» for God iis not unrighteoQs to forget our 
work or labour of love to his kingdom of righteousness, 
joy, and peace in the Holy Ghost." 

How little did I think, when I made this remark on 
Wedne8<}ay, that this was to be the last night of 
the Theatre, and that the next day was to witness 
the destruction of the whole building 1 Connected 
with this eagerness I have described, was the violation 
of Sabbath Days, and particularly last Sabbath, when 
a gentleman concerned said ;««'* If I were to go to 
Church, my whole thoughts would be in the Theatre, 
so that I may as well be there ;'* — so true it is, that as 
the Saviour has said, ^' Where the treasure is, there 
will the heart be also/' 

If I understand aright, although it was considered 
proper to hasten the opening of the Theatre by working 
on the Sabbath ; yet 1 am informed, the time of morn- 
ing service produced a suspension, excepting last 
Sunday, when expedition was considered so impor- 
tant One of the workmen deeply regretted beine 
obliged to work on the Sunday, observing, '* He did 
not like it ; it was not right ; he never knew, any good 
come of this Sunday work." It is greatly to be 
lamented, that many poor men are compelled from 
necessity of circumstances, to obey orders about Sun- 
day working on great buildings ; but it would be much 
more advisable, if they would conscientiously abstain 
from it, and rely on a gracious God, who has said, 
>*'Six days sbalt thou work, but the seventh is the 
Lord*s, in it thou shalt do no naanner of work.*' 

If God is to be obeyed, and he is as just as man to 
his fellow-man, we cannot break his law with impunity. 
Under this impression many were grieved to see the 
Theatre lighted up with gas last Sunday evening, as if 
it had been for a performance,well knowing that to begin 
a work by transgressing a Divine command, even if 
that work were ever so commendable in itself, is a 
mistaken way to insure success ; as it is equally 
essential to Jehovah's justice, to see that great publie 
acts of violation should be distinguished, as it is 
to his mercy, that cases of deepest misery should ob- 

a3 
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iain bis favourable regard. All these things, howefer, 
appear to have been loet tight of in the astoDishiog 
eagerness with whicb tlie great moving powers in this 
concern urged it forward ; and the general body of 
tradesmen seem borUe along by this impetuous torrent, 
until it arrived at what I may venture to call high- 
water mark last Monday evening, when thi^ hoar for 
the Theatre to be opened had arrived. Not only 
had every exertion beeu made on the building itaelf to 
facilitate this work, but equal efforts appear to have 
been made by every possible promise of attraction, and 
by persdhal influence in all directions to make a foU 
house. Gentlemen and ladies, with some magistrates 
and clergymen, are said to have pressed towards this 
scene of popular excitement from various parts of the 
metropolis; and a mass of persons crowded ia from the 
more immediate vicinity, whb appeared equally eager 
wHh the proprietors to make this night the consummatioD 
of all their wishes, and the promise and assurance of 
future success and final prosperity. Those, however, 
who have now viewed the extreme rawness and unpre- 
pared state of the building, are quite surprised to think 
so early a period should have been fixed on for its 
opening, and that this should have been done when the 
building was in reality so unfit for those immense 
crowds who would naturally flock there. The danger 
on Monday night was certainly groat, and it is con- 
cluded 'that had any extraordinary movement takes 
place with the crowd, it must have been fatal to hun- 
dreds. The gas-fitter appears to have been so hurried, 
that the doors were compelled to be kept shut until he 
could prepare the lights and the chandelier. Still there 
was an opening of the house ; and no doubt an ardent 
mind like that of Mr. Maurice would consider thin was 
a reward for- his arduous exertions,' and this a sort of 
perfection of anticipated enjoyment that afforded tbe 
Highest gratification. Tuesday night was a renewal of 
this delight, although the workmen were necessarily 
kept working to complete the buildings ; but here 
all was to terminate ; — for Thursday night saw the 
whole fabric one undistinguished mass of ruins, wh\k 



oD« active pro(u:i«tor was forced borne with most db- 
tressiBff woaods and bruises, and the other had 
been dug out of the riuDs a mutilated corpse, and 
his body^ lay io a shell at the court-house of Well- 
close-square. Ten other corpses were borae from 
the fatal spot, twenty performers or tradesmen were 
variously wounded, and all others connected with 
the establishment were filled with a decree of agitation 
it is difiicuU to describe. Friday arrived, and work- 
men were seen on the walla pulling them down. The 
neighbourhood was filled with a sort of sleepless terror. 
Thousands pressed into onr streets and lanes from all 
parts of the metropolis. London was universally 
alarmed, and every mail spread the agonizing details 
through all parts of the United Kingdom. Saturd^ 
has arrived, and the walls are still reducing, and in a 
few days they will be brought down to a level con- 
sistent with general safety ; and the site of the Bruns- 
wick Theatre, that exhibited such splendour and 
triumphs last Monday, will contain a mere heap of 
general .rubbish promiscuously cast together into the 
hiveet where the stage, the boxes, the gallery, the 
ornaments, and all the valuable paraphernalia of the 
theaire hod been necessarily thrown, to search for 
human bodies that might be crushed under them* To 
-complelf the whole, multitudes were plunged into 
aomw, lamentation and woe, at the loss of relations 
and friend.s. Gracious God ! what a termination of 
labour! What an expenditure of human ener- 
gies! What a quenching of the fires of the mind! 
and what a sudden crush to human desires and ardent 
pnninitsi I looked on the corpse of Mr. Maurice, 
and while I moaned on account of his family, I 
conld not but feel desirous of learning a lesson on the 
vanity of all things here below; for, as Dr. Young ex- 
presses it, 

** He builds too low who builds beneath the skies." 

It may be ridiculed by some, but there is a sotomn 
truth in the words of Holy Writ respecting ail our spe- 
culations, and all our buildings, and work in the world* 
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^ Except the Lord build the house, they labour ia vtdn 
that build it : except the Lord keep the city, the watch- 
man waketh but in vain." Without his diyine^lessiDgs, 
and his all-gracious protection, the word of God says, 
(Psalm cxxvii.) ''It is vain for you to rise up early, to sit 
up late, or to eat the bread of sorrow/' Wise, indeed, 
is that man who, in all his . most lawful proceedings, 
daily implores, in secret prayer, this blessing of the 
Lord Jesus Christ: and who feels the due impression 
Which the Apostle meant to couvey when he taught 
the Corinthians, who were most eagerly devoted to 
theatrical exhibitions ; and observed, '* This I say, 
brethren, the time is short : it remaineth that both they 
that have wives be as though they had none, and tbey 
that wept as though they wept not, and they that re- 
joice as though they rejoiced not, and they that' buy as 
though they possessed not, and they that use this 
world as not a&twtn^ it : for thb fashion op this 
WORLD PASSETH AWAY." The Servant of God here 
alludes to the scenesin a theatre ; they are necessarilj 
moved and shifted, so that the stately mansion, the 
fruitful vineyard, the superb apartment, and the crowded 
, hosts on all the scenic canvass, appear for a momeDt, 
and is then shifted or passed away ; and so, he says, is 
all the glory, the highest glory of this world—it passeth 
away as the shadow on the sun-dial — as the tide in its 
course — as the wind in its progress — as the vessel on 
its voyage. 

Happy, doubly and eternally happy, is that man 
who seeks the Lord Jesus Christ while he may bt 
founds and calls upon him while he is near ; or who 
seeks by faith and prayer that rest that remaineth for 
the people of God. May this calamity speak to us all 
in language that cannot be misunderstood, that we may 
indeed " weigh . anchor and some happier clime 
explore." 

The fate of a Mr. Davis appears peculiarly deplor- 
able — he does not appear to have had any particular 
interest in the theatre, but having an extreme foiulness 
for the stage, he accompanied Mr. Maurice as a friend 
generally to the Theatre, and he has fallen a victim, 
and now lies in his shell also. 





A persoa of the Jewish persuasion seems also td 
have mel his death most unexpectedly. He had left 
his home to follow his usual avocation of purchasing 
second'hand clothes, and was either passing or locking 
at the Theatre when it fell« and his corpse was also dug 
out of^the ruins. 

An eitcellent carpenter^ of the name of Myles, whose 
brother ran to me on the ruins and begged us to search 
for him, is another victim. Que of tbe tradesmen 

Eassed him a few. minutes before the roof fell, and found 
im preparing to get stanchions raised from the ground 
to bear up the roof, as some fears had been expressed 
that U>Qre was danger. He said^ " Myles, what yon 
are coming to terra firma then.'* Myles, shook his 
head and said, " Ah I we dughl to have done thu at 
firsL" His brother and father attended the inquest 
to-day. 

The two females I have mentioned, whom I assisted to 
dig out of the ruins on Thursday, it appears were Misii 
Pearon and Miss Freeman, both very young, and en- 
gage4 1 understand as dancers at the Theatre. I have 
to-day examined the place where we found them, and 
it seems they must have ran towards the stairs which 
descend to the Grpen-room, but were met by the toot^ 
and crushed to pieces beneath its ponderous weiffht, 
cdose to the staircase where they fell, and a man be- 
tween them, whose intestines were forced out, so that a 
labourer, who placed his hand under him to raise him up, 
found to his great terror that it entered his bowels, and 
he dr^w it out covered with the gore of the unhappy 
man. Miss Freeman had every bone crushed. Miss 
Fearon was in a shocking state, and one half of the 
head was completely forced off. Her brother luid 
sister were with her on the stage. Their escape must 
have been most miraculous. The sister, it is supposed, 
was forced out from the stage into the street, and mer« 
cifully preserved* She lies in the square, at her lodg* 
ings ; I , understand, however, much bruised. The 
brother fled with his other sister, it seems, towards the 
staircase. He must have got beyond her into a plaoe 
of safety, bnt found himself in a moment covered with 
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liine Mdfubbisb; sa that white in a stato iofeolit(Bk>u8- 
ness, and surrounded with Uie wreck) expectiog instant 
defttii, 1119 agony ia represented to be indesoribable. 
The follaWiog escapes, whieh have been already pab- 
tished^ are too resnarkabie, and too deeply impressive 
respecting the mercy and goodness of God» to be sof- 
fered quietly to patss unnoticed here. 

An actress, just before the aocideiit» was about to 
caler the theatre, when she changed her oiind^ and 
paid a vmt to a friend a few doors off: she had searrc^ 
^tered the house when^ she- heard the alarm of the ac> 
ddei^t 3 and on proceeding to the window, perceived 
her eonpaaions borne hi a lifeless condkion to the 
hospital. 

1 should think from what I have heard, (hat there must 
ha^v^ been many lives spared, perhaps thirty or forty at 
least, who would have been in the house that morolog, 
hot for some apparently trifling cause that prevented 
k. I heard several say, ^* Wbeve should I have been 
now, if I had gone to the- time, or did as ye« desired 
me 7" One said, '< What a good thin^ it was that yes 
forgot to s^nd for me abeut &ali job — ^my life has bees 
saved by it.'' All' these are special merdies, and strik- 
ingly prove the gracious hand of God, who interpose 
for the deliverance of bis creatures, not beeause one is 
better than another, but because, as the soverelgD dis- 
poser of all e vents, he will make men know that there is 
a Providtince ; and that that Providence is wholly id 
the hands of the blessed Redeemer, who said, when he 
a^Qtended from Calvary, '< All power is given unto me, 
both in heaven and in earth," and not a sparrow can 
drop to the groui^d by the random shot of the sports- 
man, without his direction and controul. Hence, a 
pool bas^ beautifully observed, 

*' Sovereign Ruler of the skies, 

Ever gracious, ever wise, 

All my times are iu'tliy hand, 

All events ^t thy command; 

He that form'd me in the womb, 

He shall guide me to the tomb; 

All my times must ever be 

Ordered by his wise decree." 
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And it is th6 utispeakacble tnercV of everv regenerated 
soul, who believes in the Lord jesus Ohnst, to sing, 

^ Plagues and death around me fly, 
1*ill he bids I cannot die'; 
Not 9 single shaft can hit 
TUl the God of )ove sees fit." 

Happily, indeed, the man Who is hi such a case, and 
who, surroubded with all the fires, the calamities, the 
disasters, and the appallins; events of so crowded a 
metropolhi as London, can took up to Jesus and say, 

*' Oh thou gracious wise and just. 
In thy hands my life I tt ust^ 
Have X somewhat dearer still, 
1 resign it to thy will'." 

'* Ifl ihtee Bet,'' says the Word of Crod, ^' an ap- 
pointed ttflsa for man upoo the earth V ^^ Thou hast 
Biunbered im nMMiUbs f ~^'* Thou hast iippointed his 
bounds tbaithe oara^ pass beyond them. Another 
instance of Divine interposition is recorded of a youth 
named Lewis, who was engaged for the Theatre, and 
who had a narrow escape. He was<en the stage with 
the other performers, when Mr. Carruthers requested 
him to^o of an errand. The boy bad scarcely arrived 
at the 'end of Wells-street, when the roof fell in, 

Prevefiiing mercies are equal to preserving mer- 
cies and delivering mercie.8. David says, *' Thou 
prevenfeit me with the blessings oi thy ffoodneas." 
May every one thus mercsifully saved, consioer that a 
new life ia gi^en to him, a:nd that that life should be 
solemnly and earnestly consecrated to the heaoitr, tba 
service, and the glory of the Lord Jesus Christ. They 
may rely upon it that this mercy is recorded against 
their name in '* the Books that shall be opened, and 
by which they will be judged in the last day,'* and 
will form a subject of eternal gratitude or everlasting 
lamentation. 

Mr. Farren was sitting on the front of Mr. Maurice's 
box, with his feet on the stage : while some convert 
sation passed, and Mr, Maurice was standing close 
before him, and during the time he was spedcing, a 
strange noise was heard. It was not a cracking, but 
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Mr. P. Fafren then describe!, that wichiii one 
minute from the time be was sitting on the front of the 
stage-box, in conversation with Mr. Maurice, he found 
himself clinging to a beam of wood, with the little 
ffirl before-mentioned closely grasped between his 
legs. He describes that he beheld the sky, as if by 
magic, open to his view, and a thick dense dust rising 
from a mass of bricks and ruins below ; all appeared 
to him to threaten iiistatit death to himself ao^ his 
only companion, the Kttle girl. In a few minutes the 
thick dust began to disappear, and he saw the Deigh- 
bouring houses and streets, but he found himself with 
his charge in the most perilous situation, hanging by a 
beam of wood, which threatened every instant to give 
way, and so far removed from any footing as to render 
any attempts to extricate himself, almost certain death. 
In this situation he states, he remained for 25 minutes, 
ao far as he could judge of time in such a situatioo, 
during which he hes^rd distinctly the cries and moaos 
of the unfortunate persons ^under the ruins. At one 
part of the time he discovered the stage carpenter, 
who had struggled and got his head and shoulden 
from under the ruinous mass, and to whom he applied 
for help. But the poor man replied he needed helf 
himself, and that Mr, Farren*s situation was thi 
better of the two. The carpenter recommended hii 
to bold fast by the beam, and it would save hi no. I 
will be remembered that the carpenter, Jesse Mylei 
has since been taken out a corpse, Mr. P. Farre 
then states that he thought he saw the means of escap 
and that he could gain a footing on the ruins belo^r, 
be could any how provide for the safety of the cluli 
whom all this time he kept closely pressed beti^een b 
legs. By a suggestion of his, the little girl made s 
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effort to get on to his back, Id which she was suocessfiil* 
and with her in this 8itaation> he attempted his descent' 
Mr. P. Farren then states, that he can hardly tell4iow 
he got down, but that he found himself at.the bottom, 
and ON HIS knbbs,. rbturmino -thanks to Gob 

FOR'HIS DBLtYBRANCByWlTll THB LltTLB OIRL ALSO 
ON HER KNBES, MOST FBRVftNTLY JOINING UIM IN 

PRATER^ At this moment^ Mr. P. Farren states that 
he certainly shotrid have funted from the state of his 
fedingSy had hot a flood of tears, as it were simulta- 
neously, come to the relief of both him and the child: 
while boih were 9iiil on their^ knees tkey burst into tears, 
emdAeid each other in their arms* Whett this was 
over, he appeared to gain slrength, and soon conducted 
-bis.Uttie charge into safety; and delivered her to the 
first respectable person he met, with an intimation that 
she .was Miss Yates, die daughter of Mrs. Vaughan, 
by ft former husband. Mn Farren states, that during 
tTO whole time the little girl, who was very slightly 
made, and about ten or twelve years of age, was in this 
perilous situation, she never cried or struggled, but 
clung closely to him, and instantly did every thing he' 
desired her, so far as was within her power* Mr. Farren 
finally states, that on regatning^the street be knew not 
what to do — he thought of his friends and their aoiLiety 
on his account — he thought of. Mr. Maurice, and of ail 
his friends in the ruins, bi^t he could not help them, and 
he found himself at his brother's, in Ck>rnhill, without 
knowing how he got there. Be did not remain at 
Coruhill but to communicate his safety, and then went 
to his other brother, at Covent Garden Theatre. Here 
he was exhausted, and his brother had him put to bed^ 
where he was bled ; but his agitation and anxiety fur 
the fate of his companions was so great that he could 
not be kept in his bed, and in the afternoon returned to 
the scene of horror from whFch he had been so provi- 
dentially saved. ... 

What an affecting interesting scene! The stage- 
manager on his kn<»es, with a sudden burst of gratitude 
— on his kuees, not mimicking devotion, n\)t eudea- 
vourirg to ridicule religion' as methodism, and every 
praying man, as the play of the Hypocrite does — qu 



Iiis kDoeS} not mookiDg God as a 'clown repeatedly has 
tlooe at a theatre, in the character of: MamrworDi-rOD 
his knees, not holding religion up to oontempt in the 
.character of a" Oantwell/ or tarhing the preaching 
of the gospel into jridicule, as Liston has been faired 
to do— ^but on hskneesy deeply affected with an orer- 
whelming sense of Divine mency. 

God grant tliat he may never forget this. O that be 
and- his interesting charge may be found on their kneei 
every morning and evening at a Throne of Graoe» 
•seeking the Lord Jesus Christ, and humbly imploring 
an interest in that precious blood which cleanseUi from 
all sin. O let the servant of Jesus in London leani 
from this, that they who " belong to Christ/' and are 
engaged in prayer in the Scriptures, . and in the naoo- 
tuary, and in works of mercy and usefulness, are right, 
and will be found so at last Let them remember, Ui^ 
however men may laugh at religion, and. ridicule the 
gospel, and advocate sin under a thousand specioas 
oamesv itwas» tar otherwise with those who were, called 
into the presence of God-«there was no laughing at death 
by the mourning friends of the deceased. ]^ o one laughed 
at religion who viewed the bodies, or sat in the Court- 
house of this square during the Coroner s Inquest on 
Saturday; and 1 am sure from what I hiave just beard, 
that the play of the Hypocrite, and the strains of the 
blasphemous fool Mawworm, won*t suit those unhappy 
victims who are now groaning and dying in lodgings or 
hospitals from the fall of the Theatre; and I can 
venture to assure proprietors, performers, and workmen, 
that ** the Hypocrite'' will not stand in the day of 
judgment, and that no slave of darkness will dare to 
mock God and his gospel then. 

The sufferings of the performers and of the work- 
men, are exceedingly great from total privation for 
awhile; but there are some small tradesmen whose 
families are ruined, and some, I know, who may be 
rather respectable in appearance, and do not like to 
complain. One in particular assured me, that on 
Saturday last he divided his last eighteen-^pence with a 
fellow-sufferer, but felt a delicacy in complaining. The 
following letter presents an affecting case : 



To THE Bet. Mb. Smith, 

March 2, 1828. 

Dbab SiRy — ^I have to announce to you that I calle4 upon a 
^Eonily yesterday, whose husband fell a victim in the rpins of 
the Brunswick Playhouse; be was a whitesmith, employed 
to do the iron-work. I find that the young man had parted 
with all his money, furniture, and clothes, to carry on the work, 
as he expected at the forthcoming Saturday to receive to the 
amount of fifty pbunds. But alas! he was. killed^ — his family 
is now plunged into the greatest distress, being deprived of an 
affectionate husband and a tender father. I viewed the 
body, and beheld it with horror ; I found one thigh broken, 
one arm broken, and the back part of the head beat in. Th« 
dear wife has two young chikireu, and will soon be confined 
with the third. ,; I should indeed be happy.if a few kind and 
benevolent friends could call on the family and render a Uttl^ 
assistance, as it would be gratefully received. The young 
man*s age was only twenty-eight years. 

The family '» name is Purdy, residing in Walbrook<street, 
Chnpman-street,, CaQoon-street-road. 

JoBN H!oiisrsBY. 
^To. 9^', Globe Road^ BethntU Green, 

The short statement I have made for the infor- 
mation of my neighbours concerning a calamity 
that has shaken the whole viciqity in the most 
alarming manner being well received, I beg to 
avail mvself of the same mode for some farther 
remarks connected with this appalling event. 

1 shall refer first to the state of the premises for 
some hours after I hastened to the ruins. In my 
baste to rescue all the lives I possibly could, I re- 
peatedly called out from the ruins to the officers in 
the street, that they would send in all the sailors 
and labourers they could find, I declare solemnly 
I was then and am now completely astonished that 
there was no person to come forward as a mian of 
spirit, of enterprise, and himianity, to take upon 
himself the direction and incur the responsibility 
of this business. Every man I called to the wo^k 
considered himself as hired by me, and I have had 
their applications every day since to pay thetn. 
Even to-day I have had five poor men who tell me 
they have been to the police-oflicB, and received an 
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answer tkat they must apply to me. I have never 
seen a business so singularly managed in my life. 

I have been aocustomed to Mount's Bay, in 
Cornwall, where scenes of extensive danger were 
too frequent during the winter, and on those occa- 
sions I have beheld gentlemen, merchants and 
tradesmen of the first respectability rushing to the 
spot taking the command, hiring men by hundreds 
to work at wrecks, and never waiting to be ordered 
or asking. the question, ^' who's to pay?" but at 
this terrible event in Wells-street, 1' was there for 
}iours assisted by the humanity and intrepidity of 
bur agents of the British and Foreign Seamen's 
Friend Society, and of the distressed Sailors' 
Asylum in Deck-street, and not one person of 
weight or influence ventured upon the ruins to give 
orders or take the responsibility, until Mr. Hard- 
wick came, which must have been about five o'clock, 
when many of the poor labourers surrounded me 
and begged to know who was to pay them. Mn 
Hardwick said they should be paid. I wad there 
afterwards from seven to nine, and did not see the 
gentleman there, but there were two persons he 
had left to give directions. 

Permit me to ofler another remark, and I will 
preface it by the following letter which was left at 
my house on Saturday evening. 

Sir, — Frorh the intrepidity and humanitj you have dis- 
played in rescuing so many from destruction, I am induced 
to address you to suggest whetlier or not it would be proper 
to apply to the Secretary for the Home Department for 
assistance, if, as it is reported, a feeling of jealomy, with 
respect to interference, exists among the magistracy. 1 have 
heard and read with astonishment, that in a country famed 
for its charitable institutions, mercenary considerations iDte^ 
posed for one moment to prevent every exertion being used in 
behalf of the sufferers. 

. Persons have been known to exist many days without, food, 
find therefore it would be shameful to abandon them to a 
miserable death, who pay yet be living among the ruins. 



. Are there not many sappers and minen, iKrho ^oald be 
under proper controuli at Woolvrich^ axKl Id the neighbourhood 

of town ? 

Might it not be desirable, if tree that roices are heard at 
ittter?alSyto endeavour to insinuate water among the intei^ 
slices in their immediate vidnityy which should it do nothing 
more tlian moisten their apparel, miglit be conveyed to their 
mouths. I am, Sir, 

With much respect, yours truly: 

This is aa affecting invitatioD ; and iu reply to it, 
I will take leave to say, that the whole interior of 
the theatre ought to have been cleared out on 
Friday y and I will say, without one moment's hesi- 
tation, the whole could have been cleared out on 
Friday f if Mr. Hard wick had been favoured with 
all that assistance such a gentleman ought to have 
had. I told him, on the ruins, I wondered I did 
not see some active gentleman of great influenoe 
come forward most zealously to co-operate with 
him. 

I have read the remarks of The Times on Satur- 
day, and of another Journal to-day, and I bear 
testimony, as can handreds more, to their truth 
respecting the progress of the labourers handing 
along a brick, or passing a piece of timber. Why, 
every spectator, on Friday and Saturday, looked 
on with astonishment, longing for a degree of 
energy and activity equal to the urgent demandu 
of the case. If a suitable number of black- 
smiths had been employed to loosen the iron work 
of the roof, I am satisfied, that any man of 
firmness, energy, and such activity as is used in 
the ^my or navy, with proper help, would 
have cleared out the whole of the Theatre by 
Friday nighty and the public would have been re- 
lieved from that horrid suspense and terror, sur- 
mising that life might have been beneath the ruins. 
I would with pleasure and without fee or reward, 
op Friday morning, have taken a hundred sailprs 
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from the Asylum, in Dock-strret, and sent doira to 
the colliers; in th6 lower pool for bhe hundred more, 
and with one hundred labourers, to * have cleared 
*way the rubbish with baskets : I would have for- 
feited my life but we would have found the bottom, 
and searched every room before Friday night 
I. have seen and assisted to rig out a line of battle 
ship, and hoist-in all her stores in two days ready 
for sea; and at Liverpool, they have unloaded and 
reloaded a large ship for sea, in five days or less. 
Where all the men of enterprise, of energy, and 
of perseverance and property, and influence io the 
eastern part of London, could have been, I can- 
not tell. Mr. Hardwick has been as attentive 
and diligent, I am sure, as his numerous duties at 
the docks would- allow. Great credit is due to 
him indeed ; but I asked him on Saturday, suppose 
there had been no St. Catharine's Docks going on, 
and Mr. Hardwick with his labourers had not been 
there, what then 1 * 

If ever we have any general calamity here 
again, I shall be obliged to any western leader of 
'this description, if he can rush forward and do 
the duty of humanity, as an officer of our oaval 
tmd military service would when their country ex- 
pected every man to do his duty. 

My unknown correspondent calls on me to in- 
terfere ; I would gladly have done it, but I will 
give him some account of Friday. I was sitting 
in my house that morning much exhausted with 
the excessive fatigues of the previous day, 
considering that gentlemen of far more conse- 
quence than an humble individual like myself were 
now in command, and were doing their utniost to 
'dear away the rubbish, and discover if any one 
were alive; when, about twelve o'clock, a gentleman 
)ceUed and said, — " Sir, I am a Captain and ship- 
owner. I fear some one may be alive under the 
tuin^ of the Theatre, and as you have taken .piiict 
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illt^reit in; the buaii)eM» I eafl . to fny l hoto just 
been t,o thQ Mansion House and pobliclLiy appeiated 
to the Iior4 Mayor^ intreatiiig his LovjsUp, vould 
comedojivn. . His Answer wasi that it-^as oUt of 
his jarisdictipn; bat he voi^ld jconle apd.. she, aild 
in. the piean time he wpuld go to. Loodoki Bridge 
and converse with persons there whp.WeDea^cosr 
tomed.to reipove .g^eat weightsg and ha^ve their 
opiniions." ** Now, Sic/' added this jj^entleBiaQ* 
** I have to b<^g» as :a friend of humanity, that 
you will be present when his Lordship, cornea, and 
he will b^ here in a few minutes/' 

This appeal instantly roused up all the energies of 
my mind* and .1 laid down my pen and said, " CSert 
toinly, sir, I will accompany you idimediately/* I 
hastened to attend him; and after passing the 
barriers^ to m; utter astonishment, we were stopped, 
in W^ells-street, inside the inclpsure; not by the 
cheers, but by a gentleman in plain clothes. I 
topk the liberty of humbly mentioning my name, 
and saying, that I had been somewhat engaged on 
the premises yesterday » and that I was now somr' 
xnoa^d from my house by the call of humanity, 
from this gentleman, pointing to the humane cap- 
tain and ^ip-pwner. AH. this was of no avail, 
although some of the pfficers .ventured to mention 
jEny nfame, aud that I was here -yesterday. The 
g-eotleman pushed me back, and informjed me that I 
oould not be suffered to pasB. I, of cou^se,^retif ed, 
asking who this gentleman was; wih^n I under- 
stood the officers to say be was a Bij^gistrate. I 
r^t.m'ned home, and considered I had no business 
thexo, as I was thus repulsed, and conclnded that 
every thing necessary would be. done; and that it 
vould be folly tp thru3t myself forward where I 
^as not wanted; as I: had qjuite enough to do 
other ways, in the cause, of a society of which I 
was secretary, and a place of worship, of which I 
ijvas oHoister, to employ ev.ery moment of my 
time. 
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In the aftefDopn I visited the Ooart-hoose with 
a minister of the gospel, and viewed all the bodies, 
when a police officer kindly offered to condact me 
to the rains, as the magistrate might not be there. 
He did so, and I then beheld with astonishment 
the number of workmen unequal to a rapid removal 
of the ruins; and no active, zealous genttemaa 
there to co-operate with Mr. Hard wick. The 
Times and the Chronich have had allusions to 
this, . but I dared not interfere, and therefore 
qoieUy retined. On the Saturday I visited the 
ruins again, and could only concern myself about 
the sailors of the Asylum we had at work, superin- 
tended by our agent, Mr. Sargent. This is m; 
statement, tt^ shew how difficult and impossible it 
would have been fot me to have interfered after 
Thursday. Had it been on the sea-coast, I would 
not have waited a moment for magistrates, or con- 
stables, or any man breathing, in a case of hama- 
nity ; but really, in London, one is so jammed up, 
head and stern, as a sailor would say, with local 
authorities, precincts, liberties, restraints, and re- 
strictions, that it requires to keep a very niee 
helm, and steer very near the wind, to avoid run- 
ning foul of some parochiali or legal, precinct 
liberty, or official authority. 
' I beg leave, however, to tell my good anJ 
worthy neighbours, that if ever such a ^eneid 
calamity should occur in this neighbourhood agab 
so long as I live here, and I should be called upoi 
in the providence of God to interfere, as I was i 
the first instance here in a case of humanity, ii 
authority shall prevent me keeping possession < 
the quarter-deck, until I see some one better qn: 
lified come forward to take the oommand, ivithoi 
my appeiialing to that noble and most patriotic e 
gine of England's glory, a British press. 

I beg here to be understood as casting no refle 
tions whatever on the magistracy of the district 
Thursday. 
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I had not the pleasure to know those respectable 
gentlemeD, but I have every reason to believe 
they were amply doing their daty in the street and 
in the precinct. I am sure that excellent and worthy 

magistrate of the Thames Police, Ballantine, 

Esq. was. I have heard that some dispute existed, 
which did not assist the work ; if so, it was a pity. 
I do not know one word about this; but if it were 
so» the public press ought not to rest one moment 
without iBndingthis out. That press would be care- 
less indeed, if it suffered this to pass over. I see 
enough of local jealousy and local apathy in 
all parts of the world, not to know that groat eare 
is necessary, and that nothing but a free undis* 
guised PRESS that is not afraid to speak oqt, 
especially on all great publie occasions like the 

f>resent, can be brought to bear in a free country 
ike this, for the correction of mistakes among any 
of us. I am exceedingly gpratified with the vigi- 
lance and judicious regulations of Morris Thomas, 
£sq. the Coroner, who sat on Saturday, and I. do 
hope on the whole, that his wise and humane re- 
marks will have a good effect on the respectable 
gentlemen to whom they were addressed. All 
ope of life existing now under the ruins must be 
removed. The calamity itself is, however, still 
spreading in its consequences, as the concluding 
statement of this paper will prove. 

I have conversed with Messrs. Finlay, 6old« 
smith, Campbell, and Richardson, on this subject, 
and feel deeply interested in the ample and col- 
lected statements of those intelligent persons. 

The wife of the poor man we rescued alive in a 
most wonderful manner, has just called on me with 
two children and a relative, to return me thanks 
for saving her husband's life. I was much gratified 
to see her, and begged when he recovered that be 
'Would attend some Sabbath morning at the Mari- 
ners' Church, when I would publickly return 
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ffaanks to God for him. The poor tabourers have 
Called again.' I have seen Mr. Hard wick on the 
si^bject, and he has requested Mr. Sargent, oar 
agent, /would take their time, and they shall be 
paid; as also some firemen of the CoudtyFire 
OflSce, who were very active in assisting me with 
the bodies. 

Mr. Ham, who generously rushed into the ruins 
and helped me, has just given me some information 
which 1 have incorporated in the following list : 

The state ^ of the persons who. suffered by the 
fall of- the Theatre, is as follows i 
'Eleven person killed, on whom the inquest has 
been held. Levi, a Jew, was one who was killed 
id passing. 

• Miss Walls,- a young lady wounded in the street 
passing. She has undergone an operation, and 
died at the London Hospital on Friday night. 
' Moses Myles, carpenter, has undergone an ope- 
ration) and is sincef dead at tlie hospital. 

Th^te are now thirteen in the London hospital 
woifnded, and seven in St. Thonras's, some are 
tkot etpetted to live. 

'Miss Letitia Fearon, sister of Miss Fearon, one 
of the killed, is herself still very ill: 

Many more are now suffering greatly. A. lady 
of this Square, Mrs. Corri, has been hiost indefa- 
tij[able in finding them out and assisting them. 
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Mr. Richardson, the gas-fitter, I have re- 
peatedly conversed with ; he was with my family 
on Sabbath afternoon, after hearing me preach. He 
is still greatly agitated, and looks upon his delWer- 
aQce as most wonderful. The account he gave to 
me, and afterwards repeated to the Coroner, is as 
follows: — I fitted up the Theatre with the 
gas-fittings, chandelier, &c. I was standiog 
near the proscenium post on the morning of the 
accident, aflixing three levers to prepare three 
main cocks for the purpose of lighting the stage 
and chandelier. I was in conversation with my 
man, named Clarke, when I heard the clattering of 
slates against the iron bars which composed the 
roof. The sounds followed in quick succession, 
until the whole building fell. I should think there 
were then between twenty-five and thirty persons 
on the stage, and about twelve in the carpenter s 
and painter's shops beneath the roof: but I have 
since learned that there were other persons in the 
Theatre then that I did not see. I saw Mr* Mmo- 
rice on the stage, he passed from the prompter*! 
side to the opposite side. Mr. Carruthers was also 
oa the stage sitting near the orchestra. Tho cov- 
pany were then mustering for a rehearsal of Gun 
Mannering. Close to where I was standing, i 
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saw several femaleii cpoVersftig together. When 
the crflftbing wa^ heard, I saw Mr. Gilbert rsDniDg 
backward and forward in an agitated manner. 
Mira Fifeeman and Miss Fearon followed him. 
Their met my man Clarke, who is now in the hos- 
pital with a broken leg, and all fdli toge&er. 
When I heard the clattering noise, I felt conscious 
of what was going to happen, and I placed myself 
in a cronchiiie position against the western wall- 
When the building had fallen, I crawled over the 
ruins, amidst the dismal cries of the sufferers. I 
got into Mr. Farren's box, thinking it ,was open. 
The next object that struck my attention was Mr. 
Finlay, the scene-painter, and some carpenters, 
standing on the frail structure of a staircase, which 
had not fallen, and they afterwards escaped. 

Mr. Hichardson, in answer to other questions, 
said that the Theatre was 117 feet long, by about 
62 ill width. The shop and painting rooms were 
above 100 feet long by 6L feet wide, and were 
principally hting from the roof. He attributed the 
accident to the suspension of these rooms from the 
roof. 

Mr. B. has suffered ffreatly in his mind from 
extreme agitation, but I hope he has a deep sense 
of the extraordinary mercy of God to him. May 
this alarming providence be duly sanctified to his 
soul. 

Mr. Goldsmith's account is' as follows: — 

About 85 minutes past eleven o'clock he was 
standing on the right or P. S. side of the stage, 
when he heard a rush, or something like a carpen- 
ter's bench or deals falling behind the scenes, 
which he thought was caused by the carpenters' 
letting some scenery fall. Soon after he heard a 
more dreadful crash, which gave him some alarm ; 
this was followed by a dreadful cracking or breaking 
up of the timbers. On looking up I saw the roof 
dividing, the chandelier falling, and the materials 



forming the roof pouring^ down with a ^readfal 
crash. At that instant I did not know wbieh way 
to turn for safety, but moving round I jumped into 
the stage or (Mr.CarrutbersOboXy and stood against 
the back part of it) expecting immediate destruc- 
tion; and with the horrid spectacle before my eyes 
of seeing my brother, performers and fellow-beings, 
who were on the stage, buried beneath the mass of 
ruins. The roof drove all in before it. I waited 
a minute or two in awful suspense until all was 
silent, when t ventured from the box, and crossing 
the mingled mass, found my way into the street. 
I then discovered that Mr. Percy Farreo had es- 
caped by taking his station in the box exactly op- 
posite to that m Vhich I stood« I then looked 
about, and saw Mr. Wyman making his way 
through the ruins. We shook hands and congra- 
tulated each other upon our deliverance. I also 
saw a female, whom I supposed to be one of the 
figurantes^ on the ruins at the time. I expected 
the walls would fall, and thought of nothing but 
n^aking my escape. At that instaqt I saw two 
sailors scrambling up to assist the sufferers, t 
called to them- and begged to know if there was 
any way for me to get out. They came up very 
generously and took me off the ruins. I know 
nothing further. 

Mr. Goldsmith retains in his countenance and 
manner still much of the agitation and terror which 
then so deeply and alarmingly seized upon him. 
God ^TiMit he also may know the day of his 
visitation, lest the ways of peace, pardon, and sal- 
vation, should be for ever bid from his eyes. 

Another escape, equally remarkable, is thai of a 
Mr. Dillon ; he relates it thus : — 

*' Scarcely had poor Gilbert, who was killed, 
left me, when I heard a crash, and somebody cry 
out, * Run, or you're a dead man.' I turned 
about and called out 'EUza,' to my wife; but she 



was runniiig down stairs, after four or five work- 
men, I ran I know not which way, the confosibn 
was so tremendous, and the knowledge that the 
roof was eoming down had filled me and every 
body else with sach frightful apprehensions. I 
saw Fenfis before me, and in leaping from one of 
the windows I saw him break his legs. I leaped 
too, but the wall must have fallen wiu me, for, be- 
fore I knew where I was, I found myself up to the 
waist in bricks and mortar : to stir was impossible. 
I implored a crowd of people to help me. ' No/ 
said they, in dreadful alarm, * We can't come near 
you or we'll lose our own lives : make the best use 
of your time, for you'll be dead in a minute.' I 
certainly expected that the wall, which was most 
awfully impending, would tumble down upon me 
every moment, and I did make the best use of my 
time by pravinff most fervently. On looking round 
me, I beheld the efforts of others to escape, but T 
did not see my wife, and I concluded that she was 
no more. At this moment I heard the voice of 
some Irish labourers, who declared that I should 
not^be left to perish, and they camre;over, at the 
imminent danger of their own lives, arid succeeded 
in extricating me from my dreadful situation. I 
sustained no injury." 

Mrs. Dillon, it appears, followed the labourers, 
and a cleaner, into a closet, which was quite dark. 
Mrs. Dillon said, ** Every one of us expected in- 
stant death ; we could hear the groans or the dying 
around us, and as the crashing did not immediately 
cease, we momentarily expected that it would ex- 
tend to ourselves. One of my companions observ- 
ing on the narrow staircase which we passed a 
small window, took up a plank which lay near it, 
and climbed up and pulled me after him. As soon 
as I in some way recovered from the shock, the 
first object I beheld wai^ my husband, raving about 
amid the ruins, under the supposition that I had 

fid 
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been killed, and I bad the same fears^ with respect 
to him. It is easier to conceive than to express 
our feelings at meeting, and that we were both 
spared to our poor children,'' 

Our Lord Jesus Christ has said, '* Go and sin 
no more, lest a worse thing come upon thee/' I 
am sorry to hear that there are few Theatres bat 
have much work carried on in them on the Sabbath- 
day ; and one person tells me that he has seen as 
full rehearsals on a Sabbath-evening, with the 
whole company of performers, as he ever beheld on 
any other day. Ought not all the clergy and dis- 
senting Ministers of the pulpit to briug this forward 
in. the most public manner f 

Many of the persons connected with the Theatre 
had been out of engagements for a long period, 
and most of them had families to support, and by 
this unfortunate calamitv they are involved in ruin. 
Mr. Saker may be mentioned as an instance. — Out 
of an engagement for a long period, he accepted 
situations, for himself, wife, and eldest daughter, 
with whom he was proceeding to the Theatre on 
Thursday morning, but was stopped on his way by 
a friend, who detained him, or himself and child 
must have perished in the ruins. Information of the 
accident reached his wife, who, being far advanced 
in pregnancy, and conceiving the child and hus- 
band had been killed, has been ever since in a 
roost distressing situation. His family ought to 
be visited and relieved by some humane persons. 

A gentleman who resided in the immediate 
vicinity of the Brunswick Theatre, had a most 
narrow escape from being a sharer in the awful 
calamity of Thursday, Mr. Maurice, one of the 
chief proprietors, who perished in the ruins, called 
on hini in the morning to request he would accom- 
pany him to the theatre, observing that there was 
to be a dre.ssed rehearsal of the opera of 6t^ 
Mannering, by the whole strength of the company, 



7- ' 

^hich woald afford bim a pleasant mproiDg's eoter^ " 
linment. The gentleman expressed his grati- 
cation at Mr. Maurice's offer, which he was 
aite willing to accept, but wishing his wife to be 
resent, also, he called to her, in an adjoioiog 
)OEn, to ask if she could make- read; to go .with 
im. The lady, however, replied^ that she ^ad 
>me domestic duties to attend, which ttiad^ it : 
[convenient for her to leave home, but he could 
} if he pleased without her. This jalteri^ative, 
rtunately for himself, he declined, and Mr. 
faurice proceeded alone to the tbeatrOi from 
hich he was, in the course of two or three hoursi 
urried out a corpse 

Mr. Campbell had gone to the theatre at eleven 
clock, and .continued there some time^ when 
fCoUecting that he had been requested by. Mr. 
[anricc to deliver a note to a gentleman in the 
»ghbourbood, he left the house for the purpose, 
id had not been ten yards, from tho door, when 
e catastrophe occurred. On hearing the tefpble 
)ise, he looked back, and the beautiful structure, 
bich he had quitted a moment before, wa9 a pile . 

ruins. He states that Mr. Finlay, the scenes 
linter, was at the time of ^e accident in. tbel 
Linter's room, immediately over the Btc(ge. His 
om, with its floor, and all the contents, beipg 
ecipitated by the falling in of the roof» he w%» 
' course borne down with tremendous violence ; 
it in his descent, happening to stick in th^ baluster 

a spiral staircase, which led from the stage into 
s room, he was in this manner preserved from : 
;struction. 

Mr. Campbell I have repeatedly seen and ooQ- 
»rsed with. He was essentially useful ip saving 
e, and everted himself in a. very extraordinary 
annen I am confident the.i^eritoriaus ^ptLertions , 

Mr. Cainpbell deserve most a^otpie roward» I 
a sorry tot hear that, although related to Mr. 
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Mdurtce, and anticipatinff an exceUent sitdatioii, 
he ROW reaily needs and deserves all possible aid. 
Hie aec6nnts conderning Mr. Maarice, the 
chief proprietor, are affecting and awfol. 

A masical rehearsal had been called of the wd- 
koown drama, Chiy Mannering, on Thursday men- 
ing, and the business of the day was proceeding ii 
the usual way, without the slightest alarm haiw 
been experienced by any one in the house, w. 
P. Farren was attending to his duties as stage- 
manager, when Mr. Maurice, the proprietor, came 
to him and put a farce, called The Poachers^ into 
his hand. " I wish, Farren,'' said he, this cooki 
be done (acted) on Monday, for it is a piece whid 
I think likely to do us a great deal of good.' 
Mr. Farren replied by expressing his readiness ioj 
effect every thing in his power to meet the widia 
of the proprietors, and to promote the interests ot| 
the concern. These he expressed a confident | 
opinion would prosper. ** Yes," replied Mr, Mat 
rice, and these were the last words he was heari^ 
to utter, ** I THINK so TOO, AND I HOPB.Gor| 

WILL HBLP X3S." 

I have no doubt he meant and thought what k I 
said;*— but to what a dreadful state of infatiiat]iiii| 
must the mind of a person be hurried, to suppo* 
and believe that a holy, righteous, and jast (7od,| 
ever had, or ever can have, any thing to do withi 
playhouse. Never before in all I have read or 
beard, did I ever meet with the idea of God helping 
a Theatre, nor do I believe there is a man breatliiii{ 
in England, who could secretly in his conscience, 
ever believe it to be so, unless he had arrived at 
such a climax of infatuation as the individual did 
of whom I am writing. 

It is nevertheless very affecting to think of tke 
awful manner of his death. While I was on tbe 
wall directing about the bodies and the work, as 
immense crowd assembled round the Theatre at 
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soon as the accident became generally known. In 
the midst of the mnUitnde a yoang lady of inte- 
resting appearance was seen, who demanded of 
all who approached her where her hnsband was. 
It was Mrs; Maurice, who, on hearing of the 
catastrophe, left her home to seek Mr. M. Some 
of her friends, who were in* a coach, recognized 
her, and prevailed npon her to get into the vehicle. 
" Where is he? — ^Take roe to him! — Let me see 
hia dead body!-*0 that I had been with him 
when it happened.!'' were her agonizing excla- 
mations. 

The unhappy lady had been married to Mr. 
Maarice three or four years, and had recently the 
affliction to lose their first-bom. 

Mr. Maarice left his hons^ on Thursday morning 
about eleven o'clock, in company with hrs wife, 
and after parting with her proceeded to the Theatre. 
Within an hour he lay a mangled corpse in the 
street, but a short distance from his own house. 
Having endeavoured to make his escape from the 
falling ruins, he had passed to the very extreme 
line to whi^fa the fragments of the building were 
dashed, when he was struck obliquely on the head 
by some bricks, which threw him prostrate upon the 
pavement, and he was immediately after covered 
by an immense mass of rubbish. 

Much interest has been excited by the pitiable 
state in which Mrs. Maurice has been placed. 
Hurled, in a moment, from aflSucnce to condpa- 
rative poverty, this deplorable change in her for- 
tunes has not been felt by the mourner — She only 
laments the loss of a siDQerely esteemed and be- 
loved husband. When her mends had conveyed 
her to her home yesterday, the (issurances which 
they gave her that the remains of Mr. Maurice 
were not there, instead of pacifying her, made her 
frantic to. go forth again to seek him. The friends, 
to whom his fate was knowui dissembled for a 



time, imi at lart they yielded to her presstog en- 
treiities, aod coofes86d the sad truth. 

Well inight the Coroner refer to God when he 
said, addressing the jury, '* Gentlemen, the subject 
of our meeting is sufficiently distressing; it is a most 
extensive devastation of human life ; but when we 
contemplate it, we have to congratulate each other 
that its extent is not a hundred-fold increased; 
for if it had pleased a wise and all-seeing Being, 
that the accident had happened only six hoars later 
than it did, we should now have been assembled to 
inqmre into the cause of the death of 3,500 of 
the King's subjects, instead of only ten/! 

I transcribe from a public Journal, some very 
melancholy reflections that every heart must feel; 
but what will a seer, a man of God, say to all these 
things? O let the servants of God now raise theii 
voices in London, and in every part of the king- 
dom, cry aloud and spare not. . God calls to thu, 
and woe be to the watchman who sees the sword 
coming, and does not warn the wicked^ of their 
danger. Their blood shall be upon his h^ad. The 
address was spoken on Monday, and universal nun 
OQ Thursday. Bow wonderful are the works of 
God! 

** The following Address was written for the open- 
ing of the Theatre on the 25th February, and 
spoken by Mr. Percy Farren, the Stage Manager. 
There are some lines, and particularly the last, 
which are sadly discrepant to the catastroplie :*-* 
but how blind is the view of mortals ! 

Welcome I be that the first, warm, heartfelt word. 
That on this stage, and in Uiese walla, is heard. 
Friends of the Drama I Welcome all, once more 
To find the pleasures ye have found before; 
To re-assume your ancient seats and laws ; 
To shine protection, and to shower applause. 

These invitations o*er, what more remains, 
But to invoke your sanodbii for our pains : 
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By Garrick*s genius, then,— -br Pakner's worth, — 
By Tragedy*s proud woe,— Thalia's mirth,— 
Come one, — oome all 1 i«7ive those fistmoiis days, 
When round our stage wit's radiance beamed it's blase; 
When the long line of chariots mark'd our fame. 
And half the West, admiring. Eastward came I 

Now Tiew our efforts, and our failings spare; 
Our worth let candour judge, and time dedare; 
Whilst in one classic line our thanks we tell, — 
Joy to ye all!— Applaud usl — and Farewell! 

"The rapidity of the rise of this Theatre and its 
rapid destraction, have soraetbing theatrical in their 
nature. The tragedy is, however, too real to per« 
mit the comparison between so fatal an event, and 
the scenic effects of the drama to be dwelt upon. 
The description of the indefatigable pains, how- 
ever, which were taken to guftrd thb house from 
fire, suggests reflections on human shortsighted- 
ness of a very forcible kind, which the moralists 
of the Sabbath, whether of the pulpit or the press, 
will do well to improve. The solicitude to protect 
the propertv and the audience from combyistion 
was such, that by means of pipes along the walls, 
water could be directed to any portion of it at a 
moment's notice ; the very passages were fire-proof, 
and over the whole a wrou^t iron roof was 
spread-t-to stand between the world and danger. 
The describer adds, that these arrangements 
create a consciousness of security, which no 
" alarm of fire-' can disturb. Before this account 
was published, poor Mr. Maurice, the proprietor, 
burst in a struggle of despair from the avalanche 
of ruins which was hastening to overwhelm hini ; 
sitting in the stage-box — good-natured, worthy 
man I — and hug^ng himself in this same consci- 
ousness of security which be had taken such pre- 
cautions to obtain, he heard a crack — " the crack 
of doom " — which precipitated him on to the stage : 
how much would he have given at that instant to 
have exchanged his panic for a cry of " fire !" 
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The fall of the New Brunswick Theatre seems to 
proclaim that property of this kind is necessaril; 
ruinous in all its shapes — if the house stands, it 
drives the proprietor into the King's Bench ; if it 
is shut up, his affairs get into Chancery ; if neither 
of these events happen, a fire consumes it ; or, io 
the case of this calamity being securely warded 
off, it tumbles down, and crushes its unhappy 
proprietor under its walls." — Tlie Observer m 

The following remarks from another Journal (7li 
Sun) are strikingly impressive, alluding to this 
calamity and to another in Manchester,* where 
thirty-four lives were lost. 

** Of late, indeed, the public Papers have been 
little more than records of the most awful acci- 
dents — of the most overwhelming calamities ; loss 
of lives by fir^s — bv the sudden fall of large 
building — by drowninc^ — all unexpected calami- 
ties — all sudden — all following each other in quick 
succession — no warning given — no preparation 
made — in vigorous health yesterday — in death to- 
day — an animated being full of hope and joy this 
minute^-the next, inanimate, unconscious of ail 
worldly things, dead— 

^' Cut off even in the blossom of my sin, 
Unhouseird, disappointed, unaneal*d; 
No reckoning made, but sent to my account 
Wkh all rny imperfections on my head.** 

'' It is worth remarking, that the calamity at the 
Brunswick Theatre, and the calamity at Man- 
chester, happened on the same day, and at nearly 
the same time." 
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Part V. 

^ - - , ■ y»« ] ii f , ^^ M .I fc» 

The note that follows this, was handed to me On 
Sabbath evening, by the father of a yoath who is 
so deeply sensible of hb mercies, as to determine 
never to be found in such circumstances again. 

A young man wishes to return thanks to Almighty God for 
his providential csQ^pe, l^eing on the stage at the time the faof 
fell,in.' t He b^lhg at ttns tiine very unweV' or would have 
attended this evening. 

Our agents haye visited Ji^veral of the sufferers, 
and from one I have just received the following : 

Sir, — I have had the jpleasure of finding out another poor 
young woman who was one of the performers atthe time of 
the dreadful fall. She is not greatly injured in body, bat, if I 
mistake not, she is under dreadful convictions of mind ; ske 
was only training for the stage ; but under such impressions of 
mind as sbe-now possesses, I trust it will be the last tim« that 
ever she will be foutid oti a stage. She weeps much* and 
wishes the Christian friends to visit, her. Her name is Miss 
Godfrey, No. 10, High-street, Whitechapel. She has not yet 
been visited by any one before ; she is about seventeen years 
of age. 

The escape of Mr. Fiulay, the master-painter, 
was most extraordinary. He was np in the roof 
over the ceiling, when his men gave the alarm ; 
seeing the mortar coming out of the wall in lumps 
like marbles, they began to run. He called out 
for them not to run down, but to follow him to a 
narrow' staircase in an angle of the Theatre ; there 
he and fourteen men crouched down near the 






wall, and saw all the roof and par.t of the willl'psi^gt 
over their heads, and the ploud of smoke, that 
arose from the wreck, when it cleared away, Mr. 
Finlay informs me, the first pefson' he saw beloW. 
alive was Mr. Richardsod, the gas-fitter,;ctouche4 
up against thevwall below* and nearly buried i^ 
rubbish ; and Mr. Richardson Infotms 'me, .thaf 
he looked up the moment the roof *faad fdllen, ahd 
the first person he saw was Mr. Finl^y^on thd 
staircase ip the angle, with fho meh. : Mr. Richards 
son endeavoured to extricate' himself, and' Mr. 
Finlay called to the men, gradually to fallow him.' 
&e' got down, the staircase; andvchrop]^ed g^iltly 
fromstair tp stair where th^y were brqketii He 
then burst out a $inall window on the sodth ^ide» 
and s'ot into ah adjoining yard, and ran' round to' 
Wells-street, where he met' Mr.' Richardson 
coming but of, the ruih^, 'feotb (if them, of 'c6'urse» 
alarmed beyoiid nieasuirei^^' '\\ 

Mr. Campbell, whom T^hav.e . just ^een, ^says'^ 
he was going to speak X6 Mr., Mauripe^ when^'fa^ 
put bis hand into .his pocketlTbr his handkerchief; 
and foii^nd, ^'letter there which he instantly re-' 
collected MV« M. had ^iveb'falm that morning to 
take to a gentldman. He hesit^tod fot a momeat, 
and thought if Mr. M. sbbnld a$k, had lie 'iaken 
the letter, fae^ should be obliged to;t^1l a falsehood,* 
or run with ^t directly. He hastened out of the 
pit, and had not. gone teh yaMs bbfbreall was in 
ruins. He ran back in&tsfiitly, and wa^ of great 
use in helping oiit the few who immediately 
escaped. . / 

Miss Holland was standing j^^ittt !(onre ladies, 
who were all going in a bpdy tb Mr. Maurice, to 
beg he . Would changef their ' dressing-rooms, as 
those they had Were so damp.' The roof fell, and 
she fled, and found herself joined' dreadiViHy t^ 
her thighs by timbbr, and her ^cfad hanging down 
ii6ar a door. Her shrieks' induced two meo tQi 



burst open the door from the street and Hberatcf 
her. I saw her bonnet last nightT— it was covered 
with blood. She is dreadfully braised, and is now 
with Mrs. Fearon, at No. 40/ in this Square, f 
believe she has no friends. It would be a singolar 
blessing if some ladies could get her into ainy com- 
ibrtable employ of needle-work. I hope (bis plea 
for her, which I know is absolutely necessary, will 
not be in vain. Miss Letitia Fearon fled from the 
stage, and fell near the dooir; she hun^ by her 
leti arm so long that it is now nearly useless, 
(being herself rather heavy.) Her collar-bone 
and spine are injured. I saw her yesterday, and 
prayed that God wouid be pleased to sanctify the 
event to her soul — ^she seemeid verv thankful. I 
also entreated the blessing of God upon the 
afflicted mother. She had two dab^h^ers and one 
son on the stage ; the son and Letitia are escaped, 
but little Mary Ann I dug out in a horrible state. 
The mother told me she stayed near the mins, 
frantic for her children, until the corpse of Mary 
Ann passed her. Two ladies, near No. 40, have 
been most assiduous and exemplary in their kind- 
ness and attention to this family. I hope some 
Christian sympathizing friends will call upon them. 
Mbs Delamore*s,19, Gloucester-street, Commercial- 
road, is also an a£9ictive case. She is, I find, the 
young lady that I rescued at the stage-door, and 
whose hand I held on the stage until X could get 
her down — scarc/ely any one has been to visit her. 
Miss Harris, also, 19, Prescot«street, has won- 
derfully escaped. May the Lord himself visit 
them in their affliction, and shew them his mercy. 
Mrs. Shaw, No. 7, White Lion-street, Leman- 
street, is the woman I had dug out near the pit, 
and whom I afterwards bore across the ruins, and 

Sot a line of men to bear her along by the stage- 
oor. I visited her yesterday, and told her of the 
jpercy of God to her, and that I considered her 



life a miracle indeed. She said Mr. Carrnthert 
had just called h^ as a cleaner to wipe up some 
water, when the roof fell ; her head was jammed, 
and her body was half buried when we got her ont» 
I found her husband lying by her side, very ill 
also — hei has « rib biokon. He told me he was 
on the roof--iie came down with it. How he 
was saved he cannot tell, bi\t when he emerged 
from the rains, he saw me cKmbing t^em, and I 
took Um by the hand and handed him, bleeding as 
he was, to a sailor, who got him out. He said he 
knew me immediately, i had forgotten in the 
harry this circumstance. I felt much interested 
with Hheie poor people, and prayed with them* 
She says she dreamed on Saturday night the 
Theatre was all fallen into Wells*street, and she 
called her landlady to come and look at it. She 
never liked the Sunday work ; she often spoke to 
her husband about it, that na good would come of 
Sunday Work, bu; he being a poor man, what 
(said she) could he do? as we understood that 
those who would not work os Sundays would not 
have the privilege of working on other days* 
^ Tou were there the last Siinday ?" '* Yes^ and 
the noise of knocking and working was such that 
I thought it was more like heil than a Sabbath- 
day— I did not like it at all. I always said*— «No 

GOaP WOULD COMB OF THIS SUNDAY WORK.'I 

V When yon were buried in the ruins, did you cry 
to the Lord for mercy Y* - *^ O ye^. I heard two 
or three persons sadly misahing near me, and I 
cried to- God to save me, but the thoughts of the 
Sunday work stopped my prayers, and I knew 
not what to do. O then, I thought, what an evil 
thing ii was to spend the Sabbam in work as wo 
had done." I wish some praying persons would 
call on these people, and confiriii them in their 
resolutions. I am glad, indeed, to find such 
impressions are made ; and I wish all the pious 

▲ 3 



6 

persons in this neighbourhood, and espeeidilj 
every minister of the gospel, would visit all the 
sufferers — I anci sure it isiUieir duty to do it. I 
am obliged to leave London in a day or two* 
or 1 would gladly visit them all, but >X am iust 
goin^ to leave town. It is remarkable that Mrs. 
Corri, of this square, informs me i^e dreamed, 
onr Wednesday nisht, the theatre was on fire, and 
was so restless that she aro^e once or twice in 
consequence. Mrs. Fearon also informed me last 
evening, that her daughter Mary Ann, who is 
killed, said, at breakfast on the Thursday morning, 
that she had dreamed during the night, that the 
theatre was on fire, and burnt down. The con- 
versation passed off, and she went to the theatre, 
to return no more alive. 

Persons may attach what credit they please to 
these thingSj but to say the least of them they 
are singular; and God, we know, has equal 
access to the minds of his creatures by night as by 
day. The causes of this fatal calamity, I think, 
now ttiay be pretty clearly ascertained. 

First, Circumstances connected with the ex- 
treme haste with which this immense fabric was 
reared. It began in August, and the walls w^re 
raised In September. ' 

Secondly, and chiefly, the heavy weights sus- 
pended to the roof, and connected with the car- 
penter s shop over the ceiling, and the machinery 
below. The bricklayer, at the inquest to-day, 
Wednesday, gave this latter as his opinion. The 
iron roof might have stood if no other weight hiad 
been suspended to it — such, at least, is the 
general opinion. Inattention and inconsideration 
certainly there must have been somewhere, which 
is now greatly and sorrowfully to be regretted. 
' Mr.' Campbell had been engaged nine weeks 
without any .kind of remuneration, and therefore 
suffers considerably, in common with others. He 



ought motst c^ainly to meet due attention ftom 
the committee agreeably to bis situation, and 1 
have no doubt be will be properly regarded. 

Mr. Campbell ran from the top of Wells-street to 
the theatre. The first objecft^ he saw were two 
masons' faces out of window, bleeding. Tbey 
called him, and begged him, for God's sake, to pro- 
cure a ladder. He ran to the engine-house in 
Wellclose-square, to enquire tor iadders, but 
could get. no information. He ran back, made 
to the stage-door, then assisted in extricating 
Mr. Harris, stage-door-keeper, who was covered 
with rubbish. Persons told him they could not 
get the door open. H'e ran to the engine-house, 
borrowed a pole-axe, broke open* the door, and 
got in to Mr. Carruthers. Two persons had' got 
in before through an upper pannei. Three went 
in with htm and supported him on their shoulders. 
Tbey began clearing away the timber, and fetched 
him a glass of water. Extricated him, placed 
him on a shutter, and took him to the Black 
Horse, carried by six men. B^d back to the 
ruins, and hastened from thence to the SU Gatha- 
lihe's Docks, to get up some labourers, and 
brought up further help. Afterwards mainly 
assisted in digging out and removing the body of 
Mr. Maurice, to whom he was distantly related. 
Then came to me on the ladder, requesting Z 
would order men to clear away the rubbish in the 
street, as there-might be bodies underneath. 

Indeed, he was incessant in bis attentionj^and I 
do hope will meet with some proportionate aid, as 
he well deserves it. 

Mr. Holding, one of the congregation of the 
Mariners' Church, bad passed, and was standing at 
' Uie top of Graice's-alley ; it fell while he stood 
there. 'He ran to the box-door, got a maul of a 
blacksmith, said broke. open the door, rescued three 
aien alive ; another bad hksoull cut and was dread- 
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fully woanded. Baa to ata^chdoor to dig* out 
Moses Miersy over whom Pio^ld was thrcfws dead. 
He then got down under the ruins and eased the 
1^, and afterwards assisted to get Miers out» and 
placed him on a shutter. He said, " Yoa have 
been a friend to me, God will reward you tot it." 
Went down then to see if any one was aUve in the 
dressing-rooms,— brought up a bow from a bonnet 
to me. Assisted to dig out another man from the 
ruins, — carried him to the watch-house. At ten 
o'clock that night, dug out another carpenter^ who 
appeared to have been just making his escape from 
the door. About twelve o'clock, assisted to get 
Jesse Miles dug out, and carried to the wiUch- 
house. He continued to work Friday and Satur- 
day. About four o'clock in the morning, dug out 
a carpenter near the geometrical staircase^— be 
was literally smashed .to pieces. He afterwards 
forced his way as a bricklayer into the orchestra, 
but could find no more. His labours have been 
most generously applauded, — he was essentially use- 
ful, and being a bricklayer, he well understood 
how to proceed. I am the more gratified with the 
able assistance rendered me and others in this cala* 
mity by Mr. H., being one of the congregation of 
the Mariners' Church, because he has been equally 
active during the whole of last summer, in attend- 
ing me in the open air wherever I preached^ and 
distributing religious tracts to many thousands of 
persons. He has literally been trained up to areiy 
kind of exertion by those services, as he was- very 
much engaged in scenes of all descriptions with 
me, especially at Camber well Fair ; when, to tbe 
utter disgrace of a Mr. Sbriveu and somebody else, 
they ordered out a company of fighting police oflt 
cers. This young man then received from oiii» of 
those men a violent blow on the arm, but did not 
resist, as I begged of every one to be quiet. He 
afterwards came and asked me if he should go be- 





fote the maKistrateB and proye that he was perf<9olty 
quiet, and snow them his arm. I begged him DOt« 
as he would find a Mr* Scriven there, who was toa 
much biassed one way ; he had better leave it ta 
God, and be might depend on it he would remem- 
ber and amply repay Mr. Scriven, for all his feats 
abd performances respecting a Minister of the 
Gospel and apeaceable assembly, on the ground of 
Camberwell Fair> on a Sabbath afternoon. I am 
glad to find that one of my congregation has beejs 
so useful amidst the awful ruins of the ]^ew Bruns^ 
wick Theatre. Mr. Sarsent has also^ I tind, been 
exceedingly useful. Ae is the affent of the Sailor's 
Asylum for starving and destitute Mariners, in^ 
Dock-street ; and connected also with our British 
aiid Foreign Seamen^s Friend Society. He and 
a party of sailors under his direction, t have aK 
ready said, were very useful to me on the ruins ; 
and he has continued, with his men, to render 
every assistance for some days. 

I have been pleased to hear the sentiment of 
Mr. Wyman, who wonderfullv escaped, and on 
meeting Mr. Goldsmith, at the stsq^^-door, ex- 
claimed, *' Yon and I ought to go down on our 
knees and thank God for our deliverance.'* All 
the world shall know the Lord in bis works, if not 
in the riches of his grace ; and to Him shall every 
knee bow, and every tongue confess, that he is 
Lord of all, to the glory of God the Father. May 
both Mr. Wyman and Mr. Goldsmith remember 
their lives are prolonged a little longer in great 
mercy, that they may seek the salvation of their 
souls, and attend to the gracious calls of the gospel 
while it is called " day.** " To-day if ye will hear 
bis voice, harden not your hearts." Oh, how im- 
portant it is for us all to remember, especially at this 
moment of alarm and terror in this neighbourhood, 
that Jehovah says, " Turn you at my reproof; be- 
hold I will pour out mv spirit upon yoa> I will make 
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kiiowti my i^ords unto yon.** " Bccanse 1 have 
called and ye refused ; I have stretched ont my 
hand and no man regarded : bat ye have set at 
nought all my counsel, and would notie of my re- 
proof. I also will laugh at your calamity ; I will 
mock when your fear cometh; when your fear 
eoinetb as desolation^ and your destruction cometh 
as a [Whirlwind ; when distress and anguish come 
apoti you;'- Tremendous declarations! God grant 
they may make a suitable impression on all our 
hearts, that, we inay seek for mercy and salvation 
alone through the blood and;righteo'nsness of our 
Lord Jesns Christ, ledt the following language be 
applicable to any of the survivors^ of to any of the 
ipectato/s of this dreadful catastrophe \ which is but 
*' a day of judgment" in miniature, .^ prelude to 
that day ** for which all other days' were niade.'* 

That awfal 4ay will sureW come, 
(Th'appointed hour makes .hastCi) 

When I must stand before my Judge, 
And pass the solemn V6i!L 

ITiow* lovely chief of all my joys, ' ' 

Thoa Sovereign of my heart I 
Bow could I b(»r to h^r thy voice 

ProDooDce the sound, *• Depart?' . 

The thunder of that dismal word 

Would so torment my ear; 
Twould tear my soul asunder, Lord, 

With most tormenting fear. . 

What, to be banish*d for m^ life. 

And yet forbid to die ? 
To linger in eternal pain. 

Yet death for ever fly ? 

O, wretched state of deep despair ! 

To see my God remove, 
And fix my doleliil station whe(« 

I must not taste his love. 

Jesus, I throw my arms trouiMi, 

And hang upon thy breast ; 
Without a gracious smiie trom thee 

My spirit cannot rest 
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Oh, ten me that my worthless name ^ 

a gncren ok thy hands ; v 

Show me some promise in thy book, 
. Where mj salTation stands ! 

^ Gire me one l^iod assuring word 
To sink iny fears again ; 
' And ch6erfuny,riiy soUl shall wait 
H(ir tbr^sioere yeinrs'atid ten. 

How awfatfjr will many immortal sods then reu- 
iize the declaration of the Ahnigbty, ** Then shall 
they call upon me, but 1 will not answer; they 
shall seek me early but they ^halt not find me r For 
that they hated knowledge; and did not 'choose 
the fear of the Lord. l%ey would none of iny 
eounsd ; they despised aR my reproof; tl^erefore 
shall they eat of the fruit of their own ways, and 
be filled with their own devices/' Surely God 
will not be trifled with. How vain to neglect fait 
Crospel and his warnings, in the short life of poor 
guilty itaan. He has said in conclusion of thii 
fearfttl language I have just quoted, ^' For the 
tilh)ing away of the simple shall slay them, and 
the prosperity (even the -prospmiy!) of fools 
shall destroy them. But Wnoso btefkeneth unto 
me shall dwell safely, and shall be quiet from fear 
oC evil/'— -Ptov. vi; 1, Lo^rd Jesus 1 h^lp us all, by 
(hine Holy Spirit's influence on our. hearts, to 
hearken, to hearken seriously, to thee, and obey 
thy voice, which says, ** Believe, and thou shalt b« 
saved ! " and which graciously directs u» to secret 
prayer in thine own blessed and comfortable words. 
'* Enter into thy closet, and when thou hast shut 
thy door, pray to thy Father which is in secret, and 
thy father which seeth in secret shall reward thee 
openly." 

On Saturday I viewed the ruins of the theatre 

with deep eniiotions of heart, and thought — 

** How vain are all things here helow, 
How false, and yet how fair ; 
Each pleasure hath its poison too, 
Ana every sweet a snare/' 



\ ^ 
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So it was with poor Mr. Maurice. He had been 
incessant in his exertions with every tradeemao 
daring last Saturday, that the theatre might be 
ready to open on the Monday ; and so delighted 
was he with the help he received from one person 
•f the establisbment» that he called him to the 
stage on the Saturday evening, and full of joy, 
and elate with expectation, he said, v You have 
been very active* every thing is i^ a most pros- 
perous^ way^ the proprietors are delighted with 
your exertions, and here is a sovereign for you to 
drink success to the New Brunswick Theatre." 

This person told me he went home equally 
gratified, informed his wife of the circumstanee, 
and they sent out for a pint of wine, with wbich^ 
en Saturday night, they most cheerfully drank, 
*\ Success to the New Brunswick Theatre." All 
i» now a heap of ruins, and Mr. Maurice called 
into eternity, leaving every thing unsettled but 
this, ** where the tree falls, there it will lie ; 
where death leaves us, judgment will find ua." 

** My God, 1 feel the mournful scene, 
My bowels yearn o'er dying men." 

O that there may be thousands of pious, actiTe, 
zealous, holy men raised up, who shall go out 
ioto the streets and lanes of the city, 

" Pointing the way, the way to God, 
Salration through a Saviour's blood.'' 
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On the Sabbath moririjig, I ^b«i awoke early by 
the thousands who pressed into the Square to see 
the ruins, and whose sbo&ls and noise were ex- 
ceedingly disturbing on the Lord's day; such, 
however, has V^en ^he atata ot' tba Square ^er 
since, the accident happened. Every hOar'bas 
been one of .coofuaion. alarin, anxiety, and agi- 
tation, from the Aiuttitude of enquirers pressing 
here from aU paitt of the kippi^, and the 
dreadful accounts we have continued to hear of 
the wounded and dying, the bereaved and their con- 
nexions. Nearly five hundred persons are 
plunged into affliction and woe, as immediate 
relatives of th§ suflFerers. A poor maa has just 
called on me; he hai» been to sea all his lifetime, 
but is now a watchman in Aldgate parish, aud 
does some jobs at a wine-merchant's warehouse in 
the daytime. He was passing through Wells- 
street when the accident happened, and was 
walking under the balcony or portico. His first 
alarm was from hearing a crack ; he then saw 
panes of glass, forced out into the street, and a 
labouring man leap from the nortico upon one of 
the dray-horses. " The Almighty," he aays, 
'' directed him at the luoment lo look up; he saw 
the whole Theatre coming, and sprang across the 
street to the baker'^s shop, but how he can hardly 
tell; the Lord God (he says) must have helped 



him, for he believes h^ ooly took o^f uprilig. actosi 
the street to th€) ahop-door» He had just tigie Je 
ory out to ooe or two persons at the door, — ' For 
6od!t sake r4iib in* the Theatre is ooaiio^p doifto%' 
He got into the shop, — it w|is forced upoa him, aod 
he was bujied io the ruins; but he was able to extri* 
oate , himself, and hurried away tq thi% Permit 
Office, where be was originally g^iiig* without 
ever venturing to look behiqd him*'- He has siif« 
fered much in his legs^ as well i|$.in bis mind. He 
is a hearer of the Rev^ Thomas GriffiD, Preseot- 
street, aod seems deeply a&cted with the mercy of 
God tohioK A lady called upon ma to-day, begging 
to entrust 5/» to my earoi that I mig^t disperA^. it 
among some sufferers as I should think fit, who 
had been working at tbe Theatre* or passing iU 
X havoi therefore, given this poor watchman a part 
of it, and shall send the rest round among the 
most necessitous labouring families* 

Our obttrchrkeeper's wife bad' a narrow escape. 
The miuttte before the Theatre fell, she had left 
the beker's shop opposite, and walked down Welts* 
street to the Maaners^ house. 

Mr. Roberts, corkrcutter, of Eastcfaeapi and 
member of Weigbrbous^^ chapel, bad only jast 
passed thcottgh Wells^street before it fell. Man^t 
di^re I am. oontinufllly hearing of» who were si^y^d 
by beii^ withn. er minute before, or after ih^ 
catastrophe* How wonderfully God timet^ all 
events I Surely there is at s^l timet or, as tbe 
Bible declares, " to eviry trino there is a 
$:BASON AND A T|MB, to e^ry purpose under 
the heaven. A time to be born, and A timb to 
m B." Tbe enemies of Christ would have murdered 
him long be&re they did, but tbe reijson they 
could not was» tfaat " His time was not yet comi^." 
Thus aft our preservations are to be attributed to 
this. But as we know not the time nor the hoiir 
when the Son of Man will come, how ought we 



to be always ready, and what a lesson does this 
teach us all, never to leave oar houses in the 
morning without secret and solemn prayer, and 
fully committing ourselves into the bands of Jesus, 
that whether we live we may be the Lord's, and 
whether we die we may be the Lord's; we 
know not when we quit our habitations in the 
morning, even about our most lawful occupettons, 
but we may be brought home a corpse at night, or 
taken to some public-house to be placed in a sbeU, 
and await the coroner's inquest upon us, as Mr. 
Maurice's body was thus carried to the King^s 
Arms public-house in this street, before one 
o'clock, (he left his house in Mansel-street at 
eleven,) and could not be removed without a 
wanrant from the coroner. O Lord, fully prepare 
me and all my readers for death, whether it be at 
home or abroad ! 

This Sabbath morning we looked to the Theatre 
from my house, but the sound of the hammer was 
hoard in it no more. God bore with patience all 
the indignities of his holy day, and all the violations 
of his law last Sabbath. He allowed the Theatre 
to be opened, but the day was at hand when his 
Almighty fiat was to crush in one minute all the 
labours of months of ardent toil, and restless 
energy. My heart was greatly affected when re- 
flecting on these things, and considering how little 
prospect there was of death to Mr. Maurice, or 
any of the workmen last Sabbath day. • I went to 
the Mariners' Church this morning, and was most 
gratefully impressed with the sight from the pulpit 
of the altar pew^ where I wai^ sitting alone, and 
reading the 78th Psalm, when our Agents ran 
over and alarmed me by saying, the roof of the 
Theatre had fallen in. When I thought of all 
the scenes of hurry, confusion, and anxiety through 
which I had passed since then, and the preser- 



vation of my own life amidst the dead bodies,' tVe 

rockiog walls, the falling timbers, the pendant 

beams, and the rubbish of the rains, I could not 

bat shed tears of gratitude that God' had so far 

preserved me, and made me instrumental in pre- 

serving the lives of others of my poor sinful feliow- 

oreatures. My thoughts followed the souls of 

the departed into eternity. O f how solemn the 

thought of a man being suddenly dashed into 

eternity ! Surely this is a most solemn and 

affecting Providence. I preached this morning 

with the most melting filings of heart from these 

words, " For we know that if the earthly house of 

our tabeniacle be dissolved, we have a building of 

God, a house not made with hands, eternal in^ the 

heaveps,'' or if our bodies should be killed, and 

eur souls are interested in the Lord Jesus Christ, 

we shall enter into everlasting glory, where 

** Sickness and sorrow, pain and death 
Are felt and feared no more.'' 

It was a most affecting service. The Church 
was crowded to excess. Multitudes were in tears 
all the time, and my own heart was seriously and 
profitably impressed. Surely I want line upon 
line and precept upon precept to remind me that I 
am mortiil — to make me hold all earthly comforts 
and connexions with a loose hand, and to induce 
me to examine well the ground of my confidence, 
that it be not in my goodness,or my works of preach- 
ing, praying, or religious labour ; but that it must be 
only as a poor, lost, guilty, hell- deserving sinner, 
whose only hope is founded on the corpplete atone- 
^rnent, alUsufficient righteousness, and all-prevaleirt 
intercession of the Lord Jesus Christ, so shall I at 
least have a good hope through grace, which hope 
will be an anchor to my soul, sure and stedfast, 
entering within the veil. I trust that my own soul 
will thus be benefited by this awful calamity, and 
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that I may more serioasly live io the conviotion 
that I am a dying mafn, and that I most work the 
works of Him that sent me while it is day. 

In the afternoon, I was going to preach near 
the Londcm Dock gates, bat finding sach immenae 
crowds of people flocking up. Wells-street to see 
the rnins, I took my station at the corner opposite 
the Dock wali, and standing on a table, aoen eol* 
lected abont four thousand people, and preached 
ta them with much seriousness and eneirgy, illos- 
trating my views by remarks on 

Moi, iii. 1y ** Who hath warned yiiu to fieefirom the tMUk to eome." 
**I remember, many years ago, and I am sure many oimj 
hearers likewise recollect, that when a tremendous fice had 
burnt down a yast number of houses in Ratclifie Highway, a 
minister of the Gospel stood upon the ruins and called the 
attention of the people to subjects of eTerlasting interest. I 
was then young, and knew nothing of the Gospel of Saivation; 
but I wassttuck with the propriety of a minister's eDdeavoani^ 
to turn to improvement so awful and lamentable a circam- 
' stance. I remember another event^ equally tremendous and 
equally awful, wheti seventeen persons were in one night 
buried in the pit of the Haymarket Theatre, when our late 
king went there. I rcnftember the great effect which this event 
produced throughout the country ; and I remember, likewise, 
that, at the time, I attended the Surrey Chapel, when a pious 
and venerable minister, the Rev. Mr. Bull, of Newport 
Pagnel, stood up and read from the pulpit a paper, in which 
.«ome persons begged to return thanks to God that th^ Uvcs 
were preserved. I shall never forget the comment whidi that 
good and pious man made upon it ; he read the paper oTer 
and over again, when he said, ' These people are desirous to 
return thanks ; but I should like to know what business they 
had to go there ?* With that question I was struck, though 
only a boy, and I shall never forget it as long as I live. I 
thought of it ever after, and I thought of it more than ever 
when I stood on the ruins of that building. I pray to 
God that the hour may come when men shall love the Gospel 
more than these things, and Christ more than sin. I will 
now make but a few remarks on the words of our text. They 
are the words of John the Baptist, when the people came out 
to be baptized, — "Who hath warned you to flee from the 
wrath to come ?*' It is a necessary instinct in every breature, 
Itiat wherever there is danger there should be a desire to 



esKtpe. Hie tnrds of the air and the fish of the sea endea- 
Tour to flee from their adversaries. Every creature of the earth 
is sensible of danger. Man alone seems to be most insensible 
of it as to spiritaal and eternal things. I will, therefore, 
entreat yonr attention for a moment, in order to consider, 
upon the words of oiir text, what is the danger we are to flee 
from — and bj whom the warning is given. If you had been on 
those premises on Thursday last, some of the persons might 
have told you how great was the danger there. One df them went 
Qp to the roof, and, seeing the danger, fled to an angle of the 
house, where he was preserved on the staircase. One heard a 
noise like thunder ; another compared the noise he heard to 
the smacking of a thousand coach whips ; another saw the 
ceiling burst asunder. All th^se were warnings ; and whitt 
effect did they produce f They had the same effect upon all. 
All fled in different directions, to escape death and destruc- 
tion. Oh, my dear friends, could you be so sensible of the danger 
of sin, and of the wrath of God, which is to come, as thoi»e 
persons were of the calamity before them ? " God is angry 
with the wicked every day; the wicked shall be turned into 
hell, and all the nations that forget God.'' Here is the 
danger, my friends, the great danger. Let, then, every man 
consider, what are the warnings to escape ; but, first, let me 
ask you : Where are you to flee? What was the first idea 
which occurred to the tradesmen and performers in that build- 
ing when they saw the imminent danger before them ? It 
was the question, of course : Where are we to flee ? A natural 
instinct would suggest the question to every one in such a 
situation. I do not believe that there was a man or a woman 
found in the same place where they stood, when the calamity 
took place. Three bodies were buried in a comer of the 
stage. And, when I went to the spot, I was sensible that 
they were taken in their flight, and crushed under the pon- 
derous mass. I saw men alive as well as dead, and whoever I 
saw, they werp in the act of flying, and arrested in the pro- 
gress of their escape. 

The first thing which appeared "when I arrived, after the 
dreadful catastrophe, ,was tne head of a man who y^as still 
alive ; and, when the riibbish was cleared away, a dead man 
was found in his lap, who had been thrown across him^ Both 
had been in the act of escaping — and so was every roan who 
was taken np, whether dead or living. How exceedingly 
anxious we are to escape from impending destruction and 
overwhelming ruin ; how natural a question it is. Where shall 
we flee? Can there be anything more affecting than the story 
of one who had partly escaped, and asked another, *' What 
thall we do?" The answer was, ''How shall I give yon 
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advice, when I am dying myself 2" They were all willing ta 
make their escape, but not all allowed to effect it I should 
be glad 9 my dear friends, to find yoa to-day equally ready to 
be delivered from everlasting wrath ; and to escape from Uiis> 
you must flee to Jesus Christ. None can come to God but 
through him. There is no otlier way of salvation but through 
Christy who has said, " Him that cometh to me, I will ia no 
wise cast out/^ Here is the way of escape, here the deli- 
verance from the wrath to come ; here is our Saviour and our 
salvation, Christ, who shed his blood in the garden of Geth- 
semane, and who died on the hill of Calvary. He is the way, 
the truth, and the life ; all, and in all ; the salvation of the 
ends of the earth. 

^ I DOW come to the question of our text, ' Who has warned 
you to flee from the wrath to come Y Shall I put it to you^ 
and answer in the name of this neighbourhood, God has 
warned you. He has warned you by calamities and dangers ; 
he has warned you by a thousand circumstances of your life. 
But the other day, six men were drowned in the Tunnel; God 
has warned you there. God has warned you on this spot on 
Thursday last, when eleven persons were killed in that 
building, and twenty bruised or wounded, and every indivi- 
dual connected with the' concern, thrown into terror, agitation, 
and alarm. Therefore, if we ask, * Who has warned you to 
flee from the wrath to come?** I say, God has wamd you. 
May the Lord bless these warnings to you ! I remember 
when preaching about the tunnel, I said ihvLlSabbdtk-breakmg 
would not prosper : yet it was persisted in, but it has not pros- 
pered ; you all know the event — the bursting of the Tunnel 
twice, and the deplorable state in which it lies, after the 
violation of God*s holy day by the Tunnel proprietors and 
engineers. So in that building was the hammer of the work- 
men heard on Sunday last; and I heard a poor labourer say, 
^ Sunday work will never do good.' The conclusion has 
shewn that the remark was just, for that same building, in 
which many a hand was employed on Sunday to get it r^idy 
for the Monday, — what is it now ? And how are the hands of 
so many labourers employed, on the same spot, this present 
Sunday ? Sabbath work never prospers. Let every man hear 
thisl If the greatest man on the earth should persist in it, I 
would say to every poor man, do not break God's command- 
ments. He hath commanded us to remember the Sabbath 
day, to keep it holy. '' Six days," saith the Lord, ^* shalt 
thou labour, and do all thy work, but the seventh day is the 
Sabbath of the Lord thy God, in it thou shalt not do any wrork.'* 
This is the Lord's commandment ; and no man, whether he 
be the proprietor oj a Tunnel or a Theatre, should trample Gods 
law (inderfoot. God is a just God, and he will not sufiTer bis 
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law to be broken with impunity. He will exercise joitice 
and righteousness; and, therefore, do not trifle with God and 
his commandments. Never did London, 1 believe, see a 
greater proof of the hand of God than in that building! never 
did it receive a more striking lesson from God Almighty, than 
in this awful calamity ! Deeply do I sympathize in my feelings, 
ae a man, with the sufferings of every individual : and gladly 
would I risk mv life to rescue any one from such dangers; nay, 
I have done it 1 Yet, 1 cannot help thinking there is a God 
that judges : how he judges, it is not for me to say. Let 
every man open his eyes to see, and his ears to hear ; and let 
him remember the question of our text, ** Who hath warned 
YOU to flee from the wrath to come V* May the Lord, who 
has Warned you, bless his warnings to you, for Christ's sake. 
Amen !'? 

. The people all quietly dispersed, bat the Square 
was filled with them the whole day. Id the even- 
ing, the Church was overwhelmed with people, to 
the very door, long before the service time, and 
soDlie thousands pressed towards the gates. I 
dreaded lest some damage should be done, or some 
riot created, if I entered the church, and I therefore 
took my station in the corner of the Square oppo- 
site 6race*s-alley. After singing and prayer^ a 
police officer, in the most respectful manner, in- 
formed me that the magistrates were fearful of a 
disturbance, and therefore begged I would retire 
into my own ground round the church. I yielded 
to this, and begged the people in the most gradual 
and quiet manner to advance towards the gates, 
and enter the ground where I should preach. 
They quietly moved forward, and I stood on a 
table with about five thousand people round me, 
and preached to them concerning ,this awful cala- 
mity, directing them all to the Lamb of God, who 
was slain to redeem a people of all nations, kin-^ 
dreds, and tongues. 

At the same time Mr. Goodspeed preached in 
the churcli, which was thronged almost to sufiV^ca- 
tion. The people were exceedingly solemn on the 
ground, and many of them greatly afiected at the 
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account I gave of the. poor sufforera around w 
for the voice of God now calls apoo IjMh 
don gfenerallyr-it« princes, its nobles, its nier* 
chants, and its tradesmen, to deplore the leas of 
life; to see the awful devastations of bis. provi- 
dence, to repent^ and to remember to keep hely 
the Sabbath-day. Good, I trust, was done this 
day, apd some who came to laugh remained to 
pray. During the whole of this week we have 
still been kept in continual agitation and ooofasion 
by carriages, gigs, and vehicles of all descriptioos, 
driving to the Square to visit the fatal spot. I have 
accompanied several gentlemen from all parts, who 
haVe expressed equally their astonishment and 
their horror. Hundreds have gone to the back 
attic in our Mariners' House to view the ruins, 
and the enquiries ne^t door, at our Sea Book De- 
pository have been so incessant as to employ a 
multitude of persons daily to satisfy them. The 
confusion is now subsiding, a great, part of the 
Theatre is down, public curiosity is nearly satis- 
lied. The coroner's inquest has been held. The 
public meeting for the sufferers has taken place, 
lamilies are becoming reconciled to their lot, 
motirners are drying up their tears, the people in 
the neighbourhood again begin to look up, and in a 
few days the pause that God has given will cease; 
and the sons of folly, dissipation, and vice, will 
again run their giddy round ; and the world will 
move on, as if such an affair bad never happened. 
In a few weeks Mr. Maurice will be as though he 
had never been ; and all the circumstances of the 
New Brunswick Theatre will give place to some 
other talesof woe ; while thoughtless, guilty, dying 
man, will still hurry on to the grave, and perish bj 
thousands, without hope, and without God in the 
world. " O, that men were wise, that they under- 
stood this, that they considered their latter end." 
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At least, let my readers learn ' a most important 
lesson, to seek tbo Lord while lie may be found, 
and call ufmn him while he is near; so, amidst all 
the follies of the dissipated, the scoffs and sneers 
of the scorner/and the contempt of the worldlings, 
we shall find the Lord Jesus Christ precious to 
oor souls in life or death; and be ready to depart 
and to he with Christ, which is far better. Then 
the questions, How wc shall die, where we shall 
die, and when we shall die, will be comparatively 
of little consequence ; bat to die in the Lord will be 
all and in all. May these lessons be learnt through 
the teachings of the Holy Spirit to our hearts, and 
then the New Brunswick Theatre will not have 
fallen in vain. I thank God I have been able^ to 
snatch a few mofflents, at intervals, to hastily 
scribble 'down these remarks ; and as I am going 
off for Somersetshire to-morrow morning, it is a 
subject of gratitude to God that I conclude them 
to-flighty \ 

Fridayy March 7, 1838. 



FALX. OF A ROMAN THSATBJB. 

(fVoiii Tackus,) 

** Ib the next con8idship» which was that of Maioeus liuniiis 
and Lttdus Calpamios, an onforeaeen disaster- (no sooner 
begun than ended) laid a scene ol min equal to the havock of 
the most destructive war. A man of the name of Atilius, the 
son of a freed man, undertook at Fidena to build an amphi- 
theatre for the exhibition of gladiators. The foundation was 
slight, and the superstructure not sufficiently braced, the work 
of a man who had neither the pride of wealth, nor the ambition 
to make himsetf of consequence in a municipal town. The 
profit that might probabljr arise from such a scheme was all 
he had in view. The people, under the austerity of a rigid 
and unsoijial government, oepriTed of their usual divendons^ 
were eager for the novelty of a public spectacle, and the pUioe' 
being at no great distance from Rome, a vast conflux of men 
and wooken, old and young, crowded together. The conse- 
quence wis, that the building, overloaded with spectators, gave 
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way at once. All who were under the roof, besides a prodi- 
gious multitude that stood round the place, were crushed in 
3ie ruins. The condition of those who perished instantly was 
tile happiest. They escaped the pangs of death, while the 
maimed and lacerated lingered in torment, beholding, as long 
as day-light lasted, their wiyes and children in equal agony, 
and, during the nighr, pierced tp the heart by their shrieks 
and groans. A calamity so fatal was soon known round the 
country. Crowds from all quarters went*to view the melan- 
eikoly scene. One lamented his brother, another his near reb- 
tion, children wept for their parents, and almost all for theif 
friends. Such as by their -avocations had been led a different 
way, were given up for lost. The real sufferers were still un- 
known, and, in that dreadful state of suspense, every bosom 
panted with doubt and fear. 

The ruins ,were no sooner removed, than the crowd rushed in 
to examine the place. They gathered the dead bodies : they 
dasped them in their arms ; they imprinted kisses, and often 
mistook the person. Disfigured faces, parity of age, and 
similitude of form and feature occasioned great confusion. 
Claims w6re made, a tender contest followed, and errors weie 
acknowledged. The number of killed or maimed was not lesi 
than 50,000. The Senate provided by a decree, that for the 
future no man whose fortune was dnder 400,000 sestevoei 
should presume to exhibit a spectacle of gladiators, and that 
till the foundation was examined, no amphitheatre should he 
erected. Atilius, the builder, was condemned to banishment. 
The grandees of Rome displayed their humanity on this occa- 
sion ; they threw open their doors, they ordered medicines to 
be distributed, and the physicians attended with assiduity k 
every quarter. The city of Rome recalled, in that juncture, 
an image of ancient manners, when, after a battle bravely 
fought, the sick and wounded were' received with open arms, 
and relieved by the generosity of their country. 
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